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I N T R O D U C T I O N

An invitation to travel back through 
time in Burgundy-Franche-Comté

Is it possible to visit Burgundy-Franche-Comté without also travelling back in 
time? Subjectively, perhaps you can, but objectively it is clear that you cannot.

Would you like a wine tasting? It is impossible to understand the appellations 
without referencing their history. And where better to learn this flavoursome 
lesson than beneath the age-old vaults of a wine cellar?

Would you like a bike ride or a walk? The Greenway Trails follow ancient 
railway lines or run alongside canals, heroic chapters in the story of regional 
development through the centuries. The walking trails pass, of course, in front 
of one or two chapels, provide a glimpse of a château or manor house or reveal 
the daily lives of the people of times gone by quite simply by virtue of old houses 
in every village crossed.

The triumphs of modern life also play this game: Peugeot automobiles, 
photography (a Burgundian invention), collections of modern and contemporary 
art have all joined this collective "heritage" that we experience every time we use 
or enjoy them.

We could add to this list even further. One thing is clear: heritage is omnipresent 
in Burgundy-Franche-Comté. It is part of the decor, a way of life. Its variety only 
serves to multiply the pleasure of discoveries: glazed tiles known as "Burgundian" 
adorn the roofs of buildings from all periods since the Middle Ages onwards in 
the former Duchy, as well as a great many Comtois belfries in the "Imperial" style 
of the 17th or 18th centuries.

Joined through the centuries by exchanges even when, at times, a border 
separated them, Burgundy and Franche-Comté have never truly turned their 
backs on each other at any stage of their long histories. Let us head off on a 
journey through the centuries and millennia whilst never once leaving Burgundy-
Franche-Comté.
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Gaul falls 
to the Romans

History picks up pace with the conquest of 
Gaul, the final chapter of which was written in 
Alesia where the MuséoParc is devoted to this 
story. Like the Sequani tribe on the banks of 
River Doubs around Vesontio, the Aedui people 
held the passages between the Seine, Loire and 
Saône rivers from Bibracte, soon to be replaced 
by Augustodunum. From Mont Beuvray to 
Autun, we can enjoy a tour of Celtic and Gallo-
Roman towns, including a Gaulish meal and the 
drills of the legionaries based on archaeological 
testimonials. Not to forget the Senones, to the 
north, who gave their name to Agedincum in the 
4th century. Thanks to its status as capital of a 
Gallo-Roman province Sens became the seat of 
an archbishopric.  Around 1120 AD it was able to 
build the first of those great cathedrals in a style 
later to be called “Gothic”.

Roman influence is not restricted to the towns. 
Baths and theatres, from Fontaines-Salées (89) 
and Escolives-Sainte-Camille (89) to Arleuf (58), 
and above all Mandoeuvre (25), bear witness to 
how Roman lifestyles were adopted throughout 
the countryside. But a countryside where springs 
continued to be venerated and ex-voto offerings 
were brought by pilgrims in search of cures, 
such as those from the Sources of the Seine on 
display at the Archaeological Museum of Dijon.

The Roman world itself evolved, most notably 
with regards to religion. New cults arrived from 
the East: that of Mithra, in evidence near Nuits-
Saint-Georges, and above all Christianity. From 
the end of the 4th century onwards objects 
relating to pagan worship were destroyed – 
except for some rare items, as the “Chevroches 
Disc”, the pride of the museum in Clamecy. 
Taking root first of all in the towns of Autun and 
Auxerre, with its exceptional Bishop Germanus 
leading the way, the Christian religion started to 
spread into the rural areas around the middle 
of the 5th century in the Jura at Saint-Claude 
arriving from the south and a century and a half 
later at Luxeuil coming from Ireland. This period 
between Antiquity and the Middle Ages heralded 
several centuries to be marked by monasticism.

With a bit of patience – soon we won’t be 
looking at history in terms of millennia – you 
arrive at the first Celts, dating from the first Iron 
Age, or the Hallstatt culture, who enter the stage 
with a veritable star: the Lady of Vix, discovered 
in her intact grave surrounded by her treasures, 
reflecting her power when she was alive. A 
torque of solid gold and a giant-size wine service 
await us at the museum of Châtillon-sur-Seine.

Long before the first human foot touched the 
soil of this region, geological elements already 
laid the foundations, assembled the elements of 
what would become the backdrop to history. The 
limestone upon which the grape varieties of the 
region thrive was produced by an accumulation 
of marine deposits that settled with infinite 
slowness, documented by the footprints left 
here by dinosaurs – and that can be visited, 
something that is unique in the world. The 
Jurassic is not just a park here, and the Roche 
de Solutré that stands to the west of the River 
Saône is evidence of all the ancient coral reefs 
that now form part of our regional landscape. 

A few million years later, after the last ice 
age, impetuous rivers carved out tunnels and 
caves, which large animals and later humans 
would inhabit and even decorate. Arcy-sur-
Cure provides a view of original images that are 
among the oldest in the world, at around 28,000 
years, of these creatures that have vanished 
forever.

Palaeolithic hunters that worked wonders by 
cutting stone in the Solutréen and the very first 
Neolithic inhabitants at Chassey-le-Camp near 
to Beaune: two of the region’s prehistoric sites 
gave their names to major civilisations. 

Before recorded history
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Burgundy-Franche-Comté, 
land of  monks

Kings, Emperors, Dukes and Counts 

Whilst the religious orders formed their 
networks, secular powers marked out borders, 
even in the Middle Ages. The Roman Empire 
dissolved into the kingdoms once referred to 
as “Barbarian”; that of the Burgundians in our 
case. Their name remained for many centuries, 
but with fluctuating meanings. This kingdom 
stretched from Lake Constance to Nevers and 
to the south of Avignon before a ruler named 
Clovis reduced it around 500 AD by taking 
control of Dijon and the greater part of what 
would become Burgundy. From the Merovingian 
period it will always maintain the memory of 
Queen Brunhilda, dragged to death in Renève, 
and Bishop Leodegar of Autun. Montréal and 
Epoisses were reputedly residences of this 
Queen.

One dynasty later, the empire of Charlemagne 
broke apart in the Puisaye, at Fontenoy, in 841 
AD, during a battle that pitched his grandsons 
against one another. As a result the River Saône 

became a border with the treaty of Verdun in 
843. To the west, the Duchy of Burgundy would 
be formed, whilst a county of Burgundy, known 
as Franche-Comté from the 14th century, would 
rise in the east – but also, on the other side 
of the Jura, a new kingdom grew to which the 
county would be bequeathed in 1032 for want of 
a legitimate heir. Besançon, supported against 
its bishop and lord by the King, who was also 
the Holy Roman Germanic Emperor, became a 
free Imperial city in 1090 – and Dole became the 
capital of the county of Burgundy.

Locally, power became even more divided, and 
feudal practices supplanted the shaky royal 
system. The aspect of the landscape would 
be profoundly altered by countless tower 
houses, castles and fortified manor houses 
springing up everywhere, as did the bell towers 
of Romanesque churches in the parishes that 
were achieving their network whilst the great 
pilgrimages became popular. 
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Settling in suburbs such as Saint-Bénigne 
in Dijon, in former rural villae or in a remote 
location of choice, the monasteries were 
significant features of the Middle Ages. In 910 
AD, Cluny Abbey was founded by monks that 
arrived from Gigny and Baume-les-Messieurs in 
the foothills of the Jura. The seriousness of its 
reform of monastic life, the genius of its early 
abbots and the support of important figures 
made it the most powerful abbey of the Middle 
Ages, no less! La Charité-sur-Loire and Paray-le-
Monial illustrate the importance a Cluniac priory 
could have.

But monastic prestige had its limits. The 
backlash would arrive in 1098 with the 
establishment of Cîteaux: simplicity in all 
things! An irony of sorts: the rigour and, at the 
same time, the flexibility of the Cistercian order, 
supported by demographic growth and urban 
development, soon turned these monks in white 
who had retired to the "desert" into the authors 
of a success story that is without parallel in 
terms of the commercialisation of monastic 
products and the expansion of their order. 
Fontenay Abbey, Pontigny and the Château du 
Clos de Vougeot are powerful reminders of this, 
whilst Acey provides us with a contemporary 
illustration.

Montbenoit in the Haut Doubs, a superbly well-
preserved abbey, is evidence of a third way: that 
of the canons.
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Franche-Comté, more so than Burgundy, was 
ravaged by the Ten Years’ War, a regional variant 
of the Thirty Years’ War. It joined Burgundy as 
a province of France following its conquest 
by Louis XIV. Vauban would become a key 
figure here and would furnish Besançon with 
fortifications now listed as World Heritage. 
The reconstruction of smaller towns and of the 
countryside would remodel the landscape once 
again. Comtois belfries and altarpieces provide 
ever-present proof of this. 

The Revolution of 1789 totally reshuffled the 
traditional order of things: the dissolution of the 
convents, the seizure of the property of immigrants, 
the sale of national goods… Parallel to this another 
revolution, industrial this time, transformed 
towns and countryside with the creation of 
businesses, many of which have since become 
heritage sites themselves: mining museums and 
the metalworking factories of Le Creusot, forges, 
workshops where clocks, spectacles, toys and 
many other things were manufactured. 

Around 1900, pioneering spirits began to take 
an interest in the popular arts and traditions, 
in the architecture of the country houses that 
are so diverse and in oral heritage. Collections 
were curated and museums established in 
Champlitte, Besançon, Nancray,…. The concept 
of the Eco-museum was applied to both the 
industrial and rural world, at Le Creusot, Bresse 
and the Morvan. 

From Princes to Provinces From the Revolution to the “Grande Region”

After 1945, the relationship changed however: 
contemporary creations would invest historic 
monuments, notably in the form of stained-glass 
windows, and contemporary art figures thought 
about the role of their works in the longer term. 
The FRAC in Dijon and Besançon, Le Consortium 
in Dijon and other private and public spaces 
were dedicated to their creations. At the same 
time, the demand for humanity, individuality and 
the tangible can be satisfied thanks to the new 
“Homes of the Illustrious” label, established in 
2011. Victor Hugo and Colette, Louis Pasteur 
and Gustave Courbet all take their place among 
a dozen other figures from the region, now 
singular, as Burgundy and Franche-Comté have 
been reunited to form one sole region ever since 
1st January 2016.

As an introduction to some themes, heritage 
routes invite you to explore the history of salt in 
Franche-Comté, painted churches in the Puisaye, 
Romanesque art in Charolais-Brionnais, the major 
sites associated with the abolition of slavery, wine 
and the charms of the “Green Fairy”.

Whatever path you choose, you can count on 
the intoxicating power of this heritage to make 
any visit to Burgundy-Franche-Comté a joyful 
journey through time.

New development of the towns continued this 
trend of growth. Its end with the crisis of the 
14th century coincided with the unification of 
the "two Burgundies", duchy and county, under 
the last of the Capetians and then under the 
Dukes-Counts of the Valois dynasty who built 
a state stretching all the way to the North Sea. 
Dijon, Beaune and the Château de Germolles 
are lasting reminders of their splendour. The 
salt works at Salins and the glass works of La 
Rochère illustrate the economic dynamics of 
their time. Following the death of Charles the 
Bold in 1477, Louis XI took the duchy under 
Royal authority, whilst Franche-Comté passed 
into the hands of the house of Habsburg with 
the marriage of his daughter Marie. The special 
relationship enjoyed by Besançon with Emperor 
Charles V is illustrated in a magnificent series of 
tapestries at the Musée du Temps.

Everywhere, outdated castles were transformed 
into residences and the Renaissance style was 
adopted, followed by Classicism, from Ancy-
le-Franc to Arlay, from Digoine to Villersexel. 
Nevers and Montbéliard found themselves at the 
head of little principalities. In one, Italian princes 
introduced the art of glazed earthenware, in the 
other German princes introduced Lutheranism 
whilst timber floating from the Morvan flourished 
in order to supply Paris with firewood.
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Unesco: 
Burgundy-Franche-Comté, 

a Universal Heritage
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With nine sites forming eight listed properties, our region is one of 
the best supplied in terms of world heritage sites. There is nothing 
surprising about that: at this European crossroads, the genius of 
mankind has always been able to draw the very best out of the natural 
resources and capture the widest range of influences.

In the Middle Ages, great spiritual, intellectual and artistic movements 
were shining forth from here. The Romanesque basilica and the hill of 
Vézelay are evidence of the importance of the great pilgrimages, as is La 
Charité-sur-Loire, a major stopping point along the Ways of St James. 
Fontenay Abbey illustrates the new spirituality of the Cistercians.

Monks and lords, winegrowers and merchants all combined throughout 
the centuries to build the mechanisms of terroir viticulture, which is 
personified by the Climats of Burgundy.

The exploitation of sources of salt in the Jura gave rise to the Great 
Saltworks of Salins-les-Bains and later the Royal Saltworks in Arc-et-
Senans.

Besançon, powerfully fortified by Vauban, is first in line of the sites by 
this great engineer that have been honoured by UNESCO. The chapel of 
Notre-Dame du Haut in Ronchamp occupies an eminent place within 
the œuvre of Le Corbusier, as well as among contemporary religious 
architecture.

https://heritage.bourgognefranchecomte.com

In the midst of the Middle Ages, the Cistercian order was 
a movement preceding the modernity to come. Perhaps 
this is why its architecture is still so valued. Here there are 
no superfluous flourishes: no high steeples, no exuberant 
sculptures, but neither is there a sense of monotony. 
The ensemble, like each of its constituent parts, draws 
its beauty from the purity of its lines and its harmonious 
proportions.

Fontenay Abbey, founded in 1118 in a valley close to 
Montbard, marvellously illustrates the spirit of return to 
monastic origins that reintroduced manual labour. Not 
only is its cloister square virtually intact, but it has also 
maintained the adjacent buildings and, most notably, the 
great forge. This "oldest factory hall in Europe" boasts the 
same ogive vaults as the monks’ building and is equally 
beautiful. The reconstructed hydraulic hammer recalls the 
sparkling success of an order that knew how to combine a 
respect for traditions and a spirit of innovation at a time of 
accelerated urban development.  

Transformed into a paper mill after the Revolution, the 
abbey was safeguarded and restored by its owners – it 
is one of the few privately owned World Heritage sites 
– and was finally equipped with magnificent gardens. 
Highly regarded as a filming location, it provides every 
visitor with an enchanting journey back in time, especially 
on concert nights when the cloister is lit by hundreds of 
candles.

www.abbayedefontenay.com

THE CISTERCIAN ABBEY OF  FONTENAY

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Montbard

• Bussy-Rabutin
• Montbard

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Cîteaux (21) and Acey (39)
• Pontigny (89), the largest Cistercian
  church in France

LOCATION AND ACCESS: C2   

DON’T MISS
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LOCATION AND ACCESS: b3    C3  
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Burgundy-Franche-Comté has played a major role in the 
history of pilgrimages to Santiago de Compostela because 
the abbey of Cluny was one of the main promoters of 
this practice, with financial and military aid provided by 
the Dukes of Burgundy. But it is Vézelay, a paramount 
pilgrimage centre relating to Mary Magdalen, then under 
the authority of Cluny, that is listed as the departure point 
for one of the Ways of St James in the famous Pilgrim’s 
Guide by Aymeric Picaud, written around 1140. Pilgrims 
from Germany, Central Europe and Scandinavia all 
gathered here. 

Founded in 1059 on the banks of the River Loire, the 
Cluniac priory of La Charité owes its name to its vocation; 
the charity shown by monks to pilgrims who made use 
of one of the main crossing points along the river at this 
spot. A town very quickly developed around the monastery 
known as "the eldest daughter of Cluny". For some years 
now it has enjoyed a spectacular renaissance as the Town 
of Words and a Town of Art and History, housing a Cultural 
Centre in the former monastic buildings.

Alongside these two important monastic towns, the 
church of Saint-Jacques d’Asquins, a historic stop on the 
journey to Compostela at the foot of the hill of Vézelay, 
was also listed as World Heritage in 1998 as part of the 
French sites of the Ways of St James.

www.st-jacques-bourgogne.org (Burgundy)
www.af-ccc.fr (Franche-Comté)

• Nevers, an alternative to La Charité 
  for crossing the Loire

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The former abbey of Cluny (71)
• The Via Francigena (cf. press pack
  "Surpass yourself !")

STOPPING POINTS 
ON THE WAYS OF ST JAMES 

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / La Charité-sur-Loire / Vézelay / Asquins

DON’T MISS

LOCATION AND ACCESS:  C3  

Vézelay, the “eternal hill”, was the pilgrimage site par 
excellence: famous as a rallying point for Crusaders and 
for pilgrims heading towards Santiago de Compostela, it 
was above all the target of those who were attracted by 
the relics of St Mary Magdalen.

Medieval houses, cellars used by pilgrims and 
fortifications retell the great moments and challenges of 
yesteryear. Climbing the main street one easily imagines 
the bustling crowds that flocked here, a sea of humanity 
that flowed out onto the trails in the rhythm of annual 
festivals and exceptional events. Their goal was the great 
Romanesque basilica, rebuilt after a terrible fire in 1120. 
A path of light from the vestibule to the choir, a book of 
images carved into the stone of the tympanums and 
capitals: this building continues to fascinate.

Saved from destruction just in time by Prosper Mérimée 
and a young Viollet-le-Duc, it attracts thinkers and artists. 
The house of Jules Roy, just in front, receives visitors from 
all over the world. The house of Romain Rolland, a little 
further down, is home to the exceptional collection of 
modern and contemporary art of the Zervos family whose 
home now hosts contemporary artists. And at the end of 
the month of August, the “Rencontres musicales” make 
Vézelay one of the major annual rendez-vous for music 
lovers.

www.vezelaytourisme.com

THE BASILICA AND HILL OF VÉZELAY

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Vézelay

• The church of Notre-Dame 
  and the archeological site of Fontaines
  Salées at Saint-Père
• The château de Bazoches (58)

DON’T MISS



In 2011, UNESCO listed as World Heritage an ensemble 
of 111 sites of lakeside dwellings on piles dating from the 
Neolithic period along the Alpine arc from the French Jura 
to Slovenia, which were among a thousand or so known to 
archaeologists. The sites discovered on the banks of the 
lakes of Chalain and Clairvaux, between Lons-le-Saunier 
and the Swiss border, take pride of place among the 
heritage of this cross-border area.

It was here in 1869 that the very first Neolithic wetland site 
in France was discovered. The strength of its stratigraphy 
(1m to 2.5m), the intensity of its occupation from the 
Neolithic and Bronze Age periods, which continued 
from the start of the 4th millennium BC (Burgundian Mid-
Neolithic period) to the middle of the 2nd millennium BC 
(the end of the first Bronze Age) and the quality of the 
conservation of these vestiges make it a key site in the 
understanding of the cultures of these periods.

Prior to the opening of an interpretation trail, a permanent 
exhibition in Clairvaux-les-Lacs lets young and old alike 
learn about the first major revolution in the history of 
mankind, which involved sedentism, and about the life of 
the inhabitants of the Jura Mountains from the Neolithic 
to the Bronze Age.

www.regiondeslacs.fr

THE PILE DWELLING SITES AT THE LAKES 

• The lake of Vouglans
• The 1900s Cheese Farm at Thoiria

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains / Chalain / Clairvaux

LOCATION AND ACCESS:  E4    LOCATION AND ACCESS: E3  E4  
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DON’T MISS

In the middle of the 18th century, deforestation near to 
Salins and the growing need for salt led to the search for 
a more favourable site further downhill, near to the vast 
Forest of Chaux. This was the start of the ambitious project 
of the Saline Royale in Arc-et-Senans, planned from 1771 
onwards and whose construction was completed in 1778.

Fed by a "saumoduc", a 21km long brine canal, from Salins, 
it became a unique centre for life, including a production 
site and workers’ dwellings. This visionary project was at 
the heart of a Model Town dreamed up and designed in 
a circle around the factory by architect Claude Nicolas 
Ledoux.

In use right up until 1895, the former salt works have been 
home to a Cultural Centre since 1973 known as the "Cité 
des Utopies", a venue for reflecting on the utopian sites of 
the 21st century, featuring a permanent dialogue between 
the arts, science, nature and philosophy. To the permanent 
exhibition and the temporary themed exhibitions are 
added a congress centre, a 3 star hotel and a restaurant. A 
link between the past and the future, every year the Saline 
Royale hosts an eclectic programme of events and offers 
a range of entertainments for young and old.

www.salineroyale.com

THE SALINE ROYALE SALT WORKS 
IN ARC-ET-SENANS

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Arc-et-Senans

• Dole
• The spring of river Loue and La
  Taillanderie tool manufacture
  in Nans-sous-Sainte-Anne
• Salins-les-Bains

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Terra Salina itineraries
• The Echelles de la Mort climbing site

DON’T MISS
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The city of Besançon is the leader of the network of major 
sites built by Vauban. The look of the town was greatly 
defined by the works of this Marshal-Engineer during an 
era of its history that was particularly turbulent. Episode 1:  
Louis XIV invades Franche-Comté in 1668 unimpeded 
and entrusts to Vauban the fortification of Besançon, 
a frontier town. Vauban assesses all its strengths and 
weaknesses. Episode 2: Vauban’s plans for the citadel 
are realised…by Prosper-Ambroise Precipiano, governor of 
Besançon under the Spanish Habsburgs to whom the Sun 
King had to cede back Franche-Comté under the treaty of 
Aix-la-Chapelle. Episode 3: In 1774, Louis XIV definitively 
conquers Franche-Comté, helped most notably by Vauban 
during the siege of Besançon. In what is now a French 
province, the latter is able to complete the defensive 
system that goes well beyond simply building a citadel. It 
will take almost twenty years to complete.

“Vauban’s Besançon” has the double advantage of offering 
an urban walk along both banks of the River Doubs, from 
forts to public gardens, from narrow streets to rocky 
outcrops, with spectacular views, as well as a multitude 
of places to visit within the citadel: the Comtois Museum 
and the Resistance Museum, a multi-faceted Museum of 
Natural History, and of course the “Espace Vauban”.

www.citadelle.com

THE FORTIFICATIONS AND CITADEL 
BY VAUBAN IN BESANÇON

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Besançon

• The Musée du Temps within the Palais 
  Granvelle
• The Museum of Fine-Arts and 
  Archaeology 
• Saint-Jean Cathedral and the 
  archaeological square of Castan

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Château de Bazoches, the home 
  of Vauban
• The Vauban Museum in Saint-Léger-Vauban
  (89)
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The Grande Saline salt works of Salins is an extraordinary 
industrial monument that was in operation for twelve 
centuries, right up until 1962. Before the industrial 
revolution, salt was a product of the upmost importance 
in the preservation of food. The Jura Mountains boast a 
number of springs of extremely salty water. The one at 
Salins, exploited since Neolithic times, is by far the most 
significant. In the Middle Ages, it gave rise to a town that 
was home to several thousand inhabitants. 

Refined salt was obtained by a process of evaporating 
water in rectangular metallic "pans" of immense 
dimensions. At the Grande Saline, you can visit an 
underground gallery from the 13th century featuring a 
hydraulic pump from the 19th century still functioning. 
The hall that houses the pans lets the general public 
imagine the gruelling work of the so-called Sauniers who 
harvested this White Gold.

In the heart of the town, a spa resort since 1854, the 
Grande Saline and its salt museum are side by side 
with a modern day casino, whilst the thermal baths 
have relocated to a brand new building. The 18th century 
Town Hall houses the oval-shaped chapel of Notre-Dame 
Libératrice, a reminder of the Ten Years’ War. All around 
it, churches, mansion houses and old homes enhance a 
beautiful walk leading up to the collegiate church of Saint-
Anatoile that overlooks the ancient town centre.

www.salins-les-bains.com

GRANDE SALINE SALT WORKS 
AT SALINS-LES-BAINS

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains / Salins-les-Bains

• Arc-et-Senans
• Terra salina

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The salt-water fountains of Saint-Père 
  (89)

DON’T MISS



The Climats of Burgundy are small vineyard plots that are 
precisely delimited, located on natural hillsides with an 
extremely wide range of clay-limestone soils stretching 
for 50km from the south of Dijon down to the Maranges.

They are the cradle and the living archetype of terroir 
vineyards, still in operation today, whose speciality is to 
strictly associate the gustatory quality of their product 
with the plot from which it comes. Since the Middle 
Ages, spurred on by the monastic orders, the Valois 
Dukes of Burgundy and the bourgeois residents of local 
towns, the identification of wine with the place where it 
was produced has been elevated to the highest possible 
standards. The Ducal Palace in Dijon, the Hospices de 
Beaune and the Château du Clos de Vougeot all represent 
tangible evidence of this. 

The many Crus that stem from this exceptionally complex 
mosaic of plots, produced from two unique grape 
varieties (pinot noir and chardonnay), are expressions of 
this extreme diversity. Most of these sites or Climats are 
still clearly identifiable in the landscape, defined by paths, 
stone walls, enclosures or hedges.

www.climats-bourgogne.com

THE CLIMATS OF THE BURGUNDY WINE REGION

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / From Dijon to Beaune

• Dijon
• Beaune
• The wine presses of the Dukes of 
  Burgundy in Chenôve

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Wine Route

LOCATION AND ACCESS: D3  LOCATION AND ACCESS: F2  

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / The Vosges Massif / Ronchamp

In 2016, seventeen of Le Corbusier’s creations, spread 
across seven countries and three continents, were listed 
as part of a series of transnational World Heritage sites. 
They reflect the solutions that the Modernist Movement 
tried to offer, during the course of the 20th century, to 
tackle the challenge of bringing architectural techniques 
up to date. These masterpieces of human genius also 
attest to the internationalisation of architectural practices 
across the globe.

Among the ten French sites recognised in this way, 
the chapel of Notre-Dame du Haut in Ronchamp in the 
Department Haute-Saône, built in 1955, enjoys a special 
place. It is a veritable icon of Christian architecture, which 
revolutionised religious architecture in the 20th century.

Following on from Le Corbusier, Jean Prouvé created a bell 
tower during the 1970s and, as recently as 2011, Renzo 
Piano worked on this hill in association with landscaper 
Michel Corajoud. This is how the harmonious ensemble 
made up of Sainte-Claire’s monastery, the Porterie 
(Gatehouse), the bell tower and the chapel of Notre-Dame 
du Haut came about.

Situated in an exceptional natural environment, it also 
offers countless possibilities nearby for bucolic walks and 
leisure activities in the great outdoors.

www.collinenotredameduhaut.com

www.ronchamptourisme.com

THE CHAPEL AT RONCHAMP

• Luxeuil-les-Bains
• Belfort

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The church of the Reconciliation 
  at Taizé  (71)
• The church of Sacré-Cœur in Audincourt 
  (25) and its stained-glass windows by 
  Fernand Léger
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LOCATION AND ACCESS: D5  

A Sphinx in the midst of the Mâconnais vineyards, 
the Roche de Solutré seems to be keeping watch for 
visitors. Like its neighbour at Vergisson, it was formed 
out of fossilised coral massifs that developed around 
160 million years ago in the warm seas that covered the 
region. The climb along a well-maintained and safe path 
brings its own reward, with an exceptional view over the 
Mâconnais and Beaujolais hills and further out to the Jura 
and the Alps.

In 1866, the discovery of thousands of bones belonging to 
horses, bison, aurochs and mammoths at the foot of the 
Rock gave rise to the legend of "abyss hunting". The real 
story of the nomadic hunters that frequented this site for 
over 30,000 years, taking full advantage of the seasonal 
migration of the animals in order to make stocks for the 
winter months, is retold at the Departmental Museum of 
Prehistory built into the site. Bones and flint tools bear 
witness to life from the Mousterian to the Magdalenian 
periods. The most fascinating objects are the "laurel 
leaves", fine flint blades that are characteristic of the 
Solutrean, one of the great civilisations of the Palaeolithic 
period. 

Nearby, the Maison du Grand Site beside the village of 
Solutré-Pouilly provides a comprehensive overview of this 
site protected as a "Grand Site de France".

http://rochesolutre.com

THE ROCHE DE SOLUTRÉ

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Solutré-Pouilly

• The Route des Vins Mâconnais-
  Beaujolais wine trail
• Mâcon and the Lamartinien Valley

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The grottos of Azé (71) and Arcy-sur-Cure  
   (89)

DON’T MISS

Whilst Burgundy-Franche-Comté has a particular wealth of sites listed 
as World Heritage by UNESCO, it also boasts a series of other places 
that are emblematic of the region and its often turbulent past. 

The distant prehistoric past at Solutré, Classical Antiquity at Bibracte 
and Alesia, the monastic Middle Ages at Baume-les-Messieurs, Cluny 
and Paray-le-Monial, castles and strongholds from Château de Joux 
to the Lion of Belfort and the current medieval construction site of 
Guédelon, bringing the past to life, are all emblems of their own eras 
and of the region which has given rise to all these sites.

https://heritage.bourgognefranchecomte.com
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Bibracte was established at the end of the 2nd century BC 
at the summit of Mont Beuvray by the Aedui people who 
made it their capital. Occupied over a century, this fortified 
Celtic town – named an oppidum by Caesar – is one of the 
most characteristic and best preserved of its kind. Julius 
Caesar stayed here following his victory at Alesia in order 
to write his final Commentaries on the War of the Gauls.

Abandoned for two millennia, the town of Bibracte has now 
been re-born thanks to the archaeologists that continue 
to work here, making it the ideal site for discovering a 
little known page of our history. The unearthed buildings 
illustrate indigenous traditions as well as Roman influence 
in the region dating from before its conquest. From the 
Porte du Rebout gate – where a life-sized section of the 
"murus gallicus" ramparts have been reconstructed – a 
country path flanked by "queules", trees bended into 
hedgerows, leads to the artisanal quarter. Higher up, there 
is a granite basin in the shape of a ship, umbilicus of the 
town following a Greek tradition.

At the foot of the archaeological site, the museum built 
in 1995 by architect Pierre-Louis Faloci draws a portrait 
of Bibracte in the greatest possible detail, thanks to the 
latest archaeological finds. Opposite, Le Chaudron de 
Bibracte allows visitors to sample a delicious cuisine 
directly inspired by archaeological discoveries, using 
copies of a Celtic dinner service, complete with wooden 
spoon and knife.

www.bibracte.fr

BIBRACTE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Saint-Léger-sous-Beuvray

• The Gallo-Roman remains and the Rolin 
  Museum at Autun 

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The MuséoParc Alésia at Alise-
   Sainte-Reine (21)
• The theatre of Mandeure (25)

LOCATION AND ACCESS: C4  

EMBLEMATIC VENUES 23

LOCATION AND ACCESS: C3  

The Alesia Interpretation Centre stands on the actual 
site of the final confrontation between Julius Caesar and 
Vercingetorix. 

It is 52 BC, and Vercingétorix is entrenched in the oppidum of 
Mont-Auxois: 80,000 Gauls and 50,000 Roman legionnaires 
face one another. They will soon launch into battle, and its 
result will allow Julius Caesar to impose Roman authority 
on all of Gaul. 

Two thousand years later, excavations and aerial 
photography reveal the extent of the work undertaken to 
prevent the Gauls from leaving their oppidum and joining 
up with reinforcements. 250,000 strong, they could still not 
break the Roman grip… 

After the fracas of the conflict came a Gallo-Roman town, 
arranged in different quarters for worship, administration, 
commerce and artisan crafts. The oppidum continued to 
be occupied, unlike many other similar sites. Its vestiges, 
in the vicinity of the statue of Vercingetorix erected in 1865, 
can be visited.

The Interpretation Centre, featuring innovative architecture, 
employs the latest technologies and boasts full-scale 
reconstitutions of the Roman lines that plunge visitors into 
the heart of the events.

www.alesia.com

MUSÉOPARC ALÉSIA 

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Alise-Sainte-Reine

• The château de Bussy-Rabutin
• The medieval town of Flavigny-sur-
  Ozerain
• The former Cistercian abbey of 
  Fontenay

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Bibracte, capital of the Aedui, and its 
  museum of Celtic civilisation at Saint-
  Léger-sous-Beuvray  (71)
• Autun, formerly Augustodunum, which 
  succeeded Bibracte

DON’T MISSDON’T MISS



Hidden at the centre of three blind valleys that are so 
characteristic of the Jura landscape, the village of 
Baume-les-Messieurs boasts the "Towns of Character of 
Burgundy-Franche-Comté" and "Most Beautiful Villages 
of France" labels. Its name sums up its origins: a grotto 
–  one of the most beautiful in the Jura Mountains – and 
an abbey.

From the abbey at Baume and its neighbour at Gigny, the 
founders of Cluny set out in 909 AD under the leadership of 
Abbot Berno. In the 12th century, under Emperor Frederick 
Barbarossa who, at the time, also ruled the Kingdom of 
Upper or Transjurane Burgundy, Baume Abbey received 
the title of "Imperial Abbey".

Its majestic Romanesque abbey church with Gothic 
additions and the monastic buildings, which have been 
almost entirely preserved, are evidence of its former 
grandeur. The furniture in the church includes an ensemble 
of sculptures attributed to the greatest Burgundian artists 
of the 15th century, as well as an exceptional altarpiece 
from Antwerp of the 16th century, featuring paintings and 
gilded sculptures retelling episodes of the New Testament 
from the Annunciation to Pentecost.

The gardens of the abbey’s estate offer a pleasant 
promenade back through time, and several monastic 
buildings provide charming accommodation for tourists. 
At the end of the valley, the impressive underground 
galleries of the Baume caves are a haven of freshness in 
summer.

www.baumelesmessieurs.fr

BAUME-LES-MESSIEURS ABBEY

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains / Baume-les-Messieurs

• Poligny
• Arbois

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Cluny Abbey

LOCATION AND ACCESS: E4  LOCATION AND ACCESS: D5  

Cluny Abbey, founded around 910, owed its development 
to its rigorous adherence to the Benedictine rule. At the 
height of its glory, more than a thousand establishments, 
accounting for over 10,000 monks, were under its 
authority across all of Western Europe.

The great abbey church, known as "Cluny III" or Maior 
Ecclesia, constructed from 1088, would remain the largest 
church in Christendom until the 16th century. With five 
naves and two transepts, 187 metres in length, it provided 
a sumptuous backdrop for the most lavish liturgies. Less 
than one tenth – but what a tenth! – of this building 
remains beside the cloisters that were rebuilt in the  
18th century. The capitals of the choir of the Maior Ecclesia 
are on show in the "Farinier" (granary) of the abbey. Virtual 
and augmented reality facilities allow us to easily imagine 
what this extraordinary building was like.

The visit can be continued in the medieval town. The 
"Stables of Saint Hugues", now used as an exhibition 
venue, were probably once the abbey’s hostel. Two former 
abbot’s residences (15th and 16th century) have become 
the Museum of Art and Archaeology and the town hall 
respectively.

Cluny also boasts the largest number of Romanesque 
houses in Europe north of the Alps, recognisable by their 
ornamental mouldings on the first floor. Touch-screen 
tablets allow visitors to encounter the artisans and 
merchants of the Golden Age of Cluny’s history between 
the 12th and 13th centuries.

www.cluny-tourisme.com 

THE ABBEY AND TOWN OF CLUNY

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Cluny

• The monks’ chapel at Berzé-la-Ville

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The basilica of Paray-le-Monial
• The château Saint-Hugues in Semur-
  en-Brionnais
• La Charité-sur-Loire, "the eldest daughter
  of Cluny"

EMBLEMATIC VENUES24 EMBLEMATIC VENUES 25
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Paray-le-Monial’s monastic origins are proudly displayed 
in its name. The medieval market town developed in 
the shadow of one of the main Cluniac priories. Its 
Romanesque basilica gives us a complete picture of what 
Cluny once was, albeit on a smaller scale. Nowadays it 
is dedicated to the Holy Heart of Jesus, in honour of the 
visions of Saint Marguerite-Marie Alacoque, a sister at the 
neighbouring Convent of The Visitation. This 17th century 
mystic was the main inspiration for the cult of the Sacred 
Heart in France, which culminated in the 19th century with 
the construction of Sacré-Cœur in Paris. Destinations 
for pilgrims over a great many years, the sanctuaries of 
Paray-le-Monial are currently managed by the Emmanuel 
Community.

Within the restored Cluniac basilica, visitors find a 
three-level elevation and a play of light through the high 
windows that is particularly subtle in the area of the 
choir. Its north door is a pretty example of Romanesque 
ornamentation. The solemnity of the basilica is matched 
by the tranquillity of the adjacent cloister, rebuilt in the 
17th century in perfect harmony with the rest of the church. 
The Musée du Hiéron is devoted to sacred art (featuring 
the famous 3rd tympanum of Anzy-le-Duc) and provides a 
natural extension to this visit.

www.tourisme-paraylemonial.fr

THE BASILICA OF  PARAY-LE-MONIAL

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Paray-le-Monial

• The Contemporary Mosaic Centre
• The Paul Charnoz Museum
• The Romanesque Road of Southern 
  Burgundy 
• Charolles

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Cluny
• Taizé
• Vézelay

LOCATION AND ACCESS: C4  LOCATION AND ACCESS: F4  

If you had to name just one place that represented the 
vicissitudes of history in Franche-Comté, it would be the 
Château de Joux.

This passage obliged by a narrow gap easy to block was 
an ideal toll station on one of the main roads connecting 
the country of the Sequani and later the kingdom, the 
duchy and the county of Burgundy to Switzerland and 
Lombardy. Pilgrims on the Via Francigena would make 
use of this, as would the carts of merchants trading in 
salt, cloth or wool. 

No fewer than five rows of fortifications were built here 
over the centuries, from the square Romanesque keep 
to the Séré de Rivières fort built after 1871. The Dukes 
of Burgundy made this a border post, but the mightiest 
fortifications bear the signature of Vauban and arrived after 
the definitive conquest of Franche-Comté by Louis XIV.  
Reclaimed by Switzerland after the fall of Napoleon, the 
château was granted to France by the Treaty of Vienna in 
1815 at the insistence of Talleyrand.

Used as a State prison under Louis XV, Joux held 
illustrious prisoners, such as a young Mirabeau, German 
poet Heinrich von Kleist, imprisoned by mistake, and 
Toussaint Louverture in particular. The instigator of the 
abolition of slavery died here.

Now open to visitors, the château comes to life every 
summer with a rich programme of events and activities.

www.chateaudejoux.com

THE CHÂTEAU DE JOUX

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains / La Cluse-et-Mijoux

• Pontarlier, capital of Absinthe
• The Abolition of Slavery trail 

EMBLEMATIC VENUES26 EMBLEMATIC VENUES 27
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A strategic spot since the 12th century, the citadel of 
Belfort was built by the Comte de la Suze from 1648 
onwards. Louis XIV commissioned Vauban for the project 
of fortifying Belfort. In 1687, the engineer suggested a 
pentagonal outer wall that was defended by advanced 
features and reinforced at the corners by bastioned 
towers. In 1817, the château was transformed into a 
modern fortress beneath which runs an incredible network 
of underground tunnels. In this dark and mysterious maze, 
a marvellous son et lumière show invites visitors to meet 
the leading figures that have defined Belfort. 

The illustrious Lion is Bartholdi’s shining tribute to the 
people of Belfort, heroic defenders of the city during its 
siege of 1870-1871. In the heights of the town on the 
red Vosges sandstone, the famous sculptor set out to 
create "a monument that represents a colossal lion, angry, 
cornered and yet terrible in all its fury".

But Belfort is also a town of the arts. It features numerous 
museums, including the Donation Jardot (p. 96), an 
exceptional ensemble of works by the greatest names in 
modern art. Every year the town plays host to two major 
festivals: the FIMU (International Festival of University 
Music) and the Eurockéennes, which brings together nearly 
100,000 people annually on the Malsaucy peninsula.

www.belfort-tourisme.com

BELFORT

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / The Vosges Massif / Belfort

• The citadel and the fortifications 
  of Besançon

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The château de Joux

LOCATION AND ACCESS: F2  LOCATION AND ACCESS: B2  

In the heart of the Forest of Guédelon, in the Puisaye, there 
was a wild site, an overgrown former quarry, which was 
perfect for fulfilling an extraordinary childhood dream: 
constructing a fortified castle! Using the local stone and 
wood, quarrymen, stonecutters, masons, woodcutters, 
carpenters, blacksmiths, carters, wood turners and rope 
makers are building a fortified castle using techniques 
from the 13th century. This wonderful human adventure 
lets visitors discover the skills of the builders and their 
suppliers of the Middle Ages!

A whole village has sprung up beneath walls that have 
been rising higher and higher for twenty years. Residential 
buildings and workshops spread across the construction 
site, representing all the stages needed to understand 
medieval trades and savoir-faire. At its centre, gardens 
growing herbs, vegetables and plants for dyeing stand 
alongside pens for farm animals. Behind this, a little 
further back, are an earthen castle mound surmounted by 
a stone tower that is representative of fortifications prior 
to the invention of the "Philippian" type castles, as well 
as a water mill in the forest, built in partnership with the 
Inrap* employing an experimental archaeology approach. 
In short, it is a veritable journey through time that can be 
continued at the dinner table thanks to the Taverne de 
Guédelon.

* National Institute of preventive archaeological research

www.guedelon.fr

THE MEDIEVAL CONSTRUCTION 
SITE OF GUÉDELON

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Treigny

• The château de Ratilly, the model 
  for Guédelon
• The château de Saint-Fargeau 
  and its historic spectacle
• The château de Druyes-les-Belles-

Fontaines

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The "Philippian" Castle at Rully (71) 
   in the Côte chalonnaise
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Treasures of  
the Towns and Cities

31

Yesterday 
and today’s capitals

Why does this region have so many capitals? Every different era 
provides a different answer:

- Burgundy-Franche-Comté extends to cover various ancient Gallo-
Roman provinces. Their capitals, protected behind walls, adorned 
with beautiful buildings, have built their legacies over two millennia: 
Visontio / Besançon, capital of the Sequani, would  also be the capital 
of Franche-Comté centuries later ; Augustodunum / Autun, capital of 
the Aedui people, served for many years as the rear base of the Dukes 
of Burgundy; Agedincum / Sens, capital of the Senones and then of 
the Roman province of Quarta Lugdunensis, features the very first 
Gothic cathedral ever built. 

- In the Middle Ages, Dukes of Burgundy in the west and Counts in the 
east had many different residences. Their first administrative centres 
were located in towns: Beaune, Dijon and Dole guard the souvenir of 
feasts and conflicts at the end of the Age of the Princes.

- At the start of the modern era, some Principalities developed with 
particular vigour, endowing their central towns with all the charms 
of a princely residence as a result of alliances through marriage and 
foreign cultural influences: German Counts, and later Dukes, from 
the House of Cleves, followed by the Italian Dukes of Gonzaga and 
Mancini-Mazzarini in Nevers or the German protestant Dukes of 
Württemberg in Montbéliard.

Each of them warrants its very own portrait.

Two millennia of history have endowed Burgundy-Franche-Comté with 
a multitude of urban centres, big and small which represent a myriad 
of treasures waiting to be explored.

The towns and cities of the region all have stories to tell in their streets 
and squares, in their monuments and museums. 

They offer visitors who venture in to them some very particular and 
unique atmospheres to be enjoyed with a stroll, a meal or a show.

From Antiquity to present times, passing through the Middle Ages and 
the Ancien Régime, no fewer than eight cities across the region can 
legitimately claim the title of Capital, either ancient or modern-day.

Around ten others offer a range of urban discoveries that are 
grandiose or more intimate, along the waterways or across long-
forgotten borders.

Finally, more than forty "Towns of Character" showcase the heritage of 
agglomerations that, whilst modest in size, boast a rich heritage and 
pride of its beauty.

Let us head off on a grand tour of the towns and cities of Burgundy-
Franche-Comté!

https://heritage.bourgognefranchecomte.com



"The river Doubs surrounds the town almost entirely in a circle 
that might have been drawn with compasses…and a high 
mountain encloses it... A wall that encircles this mountain 
transforms it into a citadel and connects it with the town." 
After this description of Vesontio by Julius Caesar, the city 
has never stopped developing and enhancing the strength of 
its position.

The Musée du Temps in the Renaissance Palace of the 
Granvelle Family could not make more sense than within 
this open-air history book. A Citadel listed as World Heritage 
designed by Vauban (p. 17) on the very spot where Caesar 
himself imagined it, a Grande-Rue faithfully following the 
Roman cardo maximus street, a crossroads where Courbet, 
who lived here, speaks in trompe-l’œil to the Lumière brothers, 
born in this place, and where the birth house of Victor Hugo, 
who left while an infant (p. 102) but remained attached to 
Besançon and corresponded with the previous, sits alongside 
that of Charles Fourier, another son of this crossroads… What 
stunning riches stem from this city, a veritable cornucopia of 
fine works and reference points! 

From the antique Porte Noire to the contemporary art works 
of the FRAC, from Balzac and Fourier to Colette, the former 
free city of the Holy Roman Empire that became the capital 
of Franche-Comté under the Habsburgs of Spain and named 
its concert hall "Kursaal" under the French Third Republic, is 
brimming with unexpected discoveries.

www.besancon-tourisme.com

BESANÇON

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Besançon

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Musée des Maisons comtoises
   in Nancray (25)
• The Osselle grotto (25)
• Belfort
• Dijon
• Dole
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LOCATION AND ACCESS: E3  
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LOCATION AND ACCESS: C4  

Autun springs up at the end of the 1st century BC, under the 
aegis of Emperor Augustus, at an important crossroads. The 
new capital of the Aedui shows evidence of the Roman way 
of life. A symbolic perimeter wall with monumental doors 
encloses perfectly organised areas. The theatre, which 
recovers its raison d’être every summer thanks to shows 
bringing the Augustodunum of Antiquity back to life, was 
the largest in Gaul. Outside the walls, the so-called Temple 
of Janus is still intriguing, as is the pyramid of Couhard. In 
Autun, history is everywhere, as is demonstrated by the 
recent discovery of pottery workshops or of a hoard of 
more than 100,000 bronze coins…

In the Middle Ages, Roman influence would remain in the 
stylistic details of Saint-Lazare Cathedral. Its tympanum 
of the Last Judgement, by the master Gislebertus, and 
its capitals are considered absolute masterpieces of 
Romanesque art.

But Autun was also the home town of Nicolas Rolin, the 
Chancellor of Duke Phillip the Good and a key figure in 
the 15th century. His town house is home to the Musée 
Rolin: among its collections is an exceptional ensemble of 
Burgundian sculptures from the 15th century, including the 
Virgin of Autun in polychrome limestone, and the Nativity 
with Cardinal Rolin (1480) by the Master of Moulins. 
The Cardinal, a son of the Chancellor, made flamboyant 
additions to the cathedral, including the high stone spire 
that signals the church from afar.

A new interpretation centre opposite the cathedral delivers 
all necessary information in order to explore Autun and its 
surroundings.

www.autun-tourisme.com

AUTUN

• Bibracte
• The châteaux of Sully and Couches
• Beaune and its Hotel-Dieu

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Besançon, capital of the Sequani,
  and Sens, and their archaeological 
  museums 
• The MuséoParc Alésia
• Vézelay

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Autun

DON’T MISS



Sens, nowadays the gateway to the region from Paris, is 
proud to feature the very first of Gothic cathedrals, built in 
the heart of the antique town still enclosed by its ancient 
walls.

The town, which flourished during the Gallo-Roman 
period, owes its name to the Senones people and was 
then called Agedincum. In the 4th century, it became the 
capital of a Roman province, the Quarta Lugdunensis. In 
the Middle Ages, its high rank was due to the eminence of 
its Archbishops. Saint-Etienne Cathedral provides strong 
evidence of this, by virtue of its pure lines, typical of the 
burgeoning Gothic art. But it is the stained-glass windows 
that, without doubt, provide the edifice with its most 
beautiful ornamentation, explained through a multi-media 
presentation also in English.

The museums of the town, housed within the former 
synodal palace (13th century) and that of the Archbishops 
(16th-18th centuries), are home to the cathedral treasury, one 
of the richest in France. The exceptional archaeological 
collections feature the façade of the antique thermal 
baths, lavish mosaics and a Gallo-Roman villa discovered 
in the basement. Its vestiges have been preserved in situ 
and have been incorporated into the visitor circuit.

Throughout, the old town invites visitors to enjoy a stroll 
that is brimming with charm through the narrow streets 
surrounding the covered market, along the circle of 
boulevards that are rightfully called the "Promenades", 
as well as on the isle of the River Yonne, surrounded by 
waters that will soon join those of the Seine.

www.tourisme-sens.com

SENS

• Villeneuve-sur-Yonne
• Joigny

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Auxerre
• Autun
• Besançon
• Nevers

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Sens

LOCATION AND ACCESS: B1  LOCATION AND ACCESS: D3  

Safe behind its walls reinforced by bastions since the  
16th century, Beaune is home to extraordinary monuments. 

The former Romanesque collegiate church of Notre-Dame 
received Gothic additions and, above all, an exceptional 
series of tapestries recounting the Life of the Virgin Mary, 
created around 1500.

Famous across the globe for the annual wine auction, the 
Hôtel-Dieu is a charitable institution unique in the world. 
Nicolas Rolin, Chancellor of Phillip the Good, gave this to 
Beaune in 1443 to ease the suffering of its inhabitants in 
times of war and epidemics, but also to guarantee their 
loyalty to the Duke. The result was the creation of a Palace 
for the Poor, flamboyant with Gothic decor and bursting with 
colour thanks to its glazed tiles. The fascinating visitor circuit 
leads you from souvenirs of "La Grande Vadrouille", filmed 
on the premises, to the altarpiece of the Last Judgement by 
Roger Van der Weyden.

Beaune was already famous for its wines in the Middle 
Ages. The Dukes owned a large wine estate there, which 
included villages with evocative names such as Pommard, 
Volnay and Saint-Romain. From everywhere, the grape 
harvest flowed towards the hôtel des ducs, more a centre 
of production than a residence. Nowadays the Museum of 
Burgundy Wine, it is the ideal spot for learning everything 
about Burgundy’s vineyards and wines since their origins 
right up to the present day.

www.beaune-tourisme.fr 
www.hospices-de-beaune.com 

BEAUNE 

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Beaune

• Dijon
• The Climats of the Burgundy wine region
• The château du Clos de Vougeot
• Chalon-sur-Saône

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Autun and its Musée Rolin
• Dole
• Salins-les-Bains
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Dijon, capital of Burgundy-Franche-Comté, developed 
during the Middle Ages. Markets and abbeys, dukes and 
winegrowers were the key players. Palaces, churches and 
town houses provide ample evidence of this.

The Phillip the Good Tower signals the the former palace 
of the Dukes of Burgundy. Its terrace offers a superb 
view. Extended during the Ancien Régime in order to host 
meetings of the States of Burgundy, the palace is today the 
exceptional setting for one of the finest museums in France. 
The flamboyant tombs of the Dukes of Burgundy are its 
undisputed stars. Their visit would not be complete without 
that of the Well of Moses in the former Charterhouse of 
Champmol.

Saint-Bénigne’s Cathedral, a former Benedictine abbey 
church with its millenial rotunda, as well as the parish 
churches of Notre-Dame, Saint-Michel, Saint-Jean (theatre) 
and Saint-Philibert (exhibition hall) punctuate the historic 
centre of the former "city of a hundred bell towers". More 
than fifty town houses, from the 13th to the 18th century, 
flank its streets, as do the half timbered houses speaking 
of a distant past. Museums devoted to archaeology, sacred 
art, Burgundian life, François Rude and fine-arts (the 
Magnin) illustrate all these aspects.

The market hall of the 19th century, boutiques and pavement 
cafés, wine bars and gastronomic restaurants are as 
many invitations to mix with the daily life of the city and 
to sample its flavours and admire its beauty. The Parc de 
la Colombière, that of Combe à la Serpent and the marina 
on the Canal de Bourgogne open the city out to even more 
discoveries.

www.visitdijon.com              https://mba.dijon.fr 

DIJON

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Dijon

• The Climats of the Burgundy wine region
• Beaune
• The wine presses of the Dukes in Chenôve

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The château de Germolles
• Beaune
• Autun

LOCATION AND ACCESS: D3  LOCATION AND ACCESS: E3  

A Town of Art and History that witnessed the birth of 
Louis Pasteur, where Marcel Aymé spent his youth, Dole 
transports the visitor to the Franche-Comté of yesteryear.

Dominating a significant crossing of the River Doubs, Dole 
developed throughout the 13th century. From the 15th century 
onwards, it was home to the Parliament of Franche-Comté 
and the University of both Burgundies. Having become the 
sparkling capital of Franche-Comté under the dominion 
of Burgundy and later the Habsburgs, it was constantly 
coveted by the Kings of France until the definitive conquest 
by Louis XIV in 1678. Following its reconstruction after the 
sacking by Louis XI in 1479, its current face was greatly 
defined by the Renaissance and French Classicism, with a 
few reminiscences of medieval times.

The collegiate church of Notre-Dame fiercely overlooks 
the town. Its imposing character and the dimensions 
of its fortified bell tower make it a symbol of the town’s 
renaissance and the liberties of Comté, but also of the 
Counter-Reformation. Not far from here, Pasteur’s birth 
house has become a museum in his honour (p.104).

The Hôtel-Dieu, also from the 16th century, defines the 
waterfront further to the south. On the site of the château 
that was razed by Louis XI, rebuilt by the Habsburgs and 
razed once more by Louis XIV, the former Officers’ Pavilion 
houses the Museum of Fine-Arts. Its collections blend 
archaeology, ancient art and contemporary creations. 

The Chat Perché circuit reveals the old town in 35 steps.

www.tourisme-paysdedole.fr

www.chatperche-dole.mobi

DOLE

• The ‘‘Barracks of the 14th’‘
  (lumberjacks’hamlet) at La Vieille
  Loye (39) in the Forest of Chaux
• Besançon
• Dijon

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Ligne des Hirondelles railway 
  between Dole and Saint-Claude
• Joigny, birthplace of Marcel Aymé

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Dole
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The capital of the Nivernais is a Town of Art and History 
proud of its heritage. Its historic quarters inspired Marguerite 
Duras to write her novel "Hiroshima, mon amour".

The wide Renaissance façade of the ducal palace, 
considered the first château of the Loire, dominates a 
bright esplanade overlooking the river. A permanent 
exhibition presents the past as well as the contemporary 
life of Nevers thanks to its avant-garde staging.

Saint-Cyr-et-Sainte-Julitte Cathedral, in the Gothic style, 
stands out due to the existence of a second choir with a 
crypt to the west, remnants of the preceding Romanesque 
edifice. It boasts the largest surface area of contemporary 
stained-glass in Europe, designed by prestigious artists.

The church of Saint-Etienne, built at the end of the  
11th century in Romanesque style, featuring a mix 
of influences from Burgundy and Auvergne, was the 
church of a Cluniac priory from which the surrounding 
neighbourhood grew.

Beneath the Porte du Croux, a vestige of the medieval 
fortifications, is situated the Museum of Earthenware and 
Fine-Arts, the new hub of the potter’s district. (p. 85)

Behind Parc Roger Salengro you find the Saint-Gildard 
Convent of the Sisters of Charity where St Bernadette 
Soubirous is laid to rest, the young seer from Lourdes who 
took religious orders here at the age of 23.

The Blue Thread discovery trail of the heritage of Nevers 
connects the potters’ places to Saint-Etienne.

www.nevers-tourisme.com

NEVERS

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Nevers

• Parc Saint-Léger in Pougues-les-Eaux 
   (centre for contemporary art)
• The nature site of Bec d’Allier
• The Nevers-Magny-Cours motor racing 
  circuit

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• La Charité-sur-Loire
• La Machine
• The fayence manufactures of Clamecy
  and Charolles

LOCATION AND ACCESS: B3  B4  

Between the Ballons des Vosges Regional Nature Park 
and the Jura Mountains, Montbéliard nestles within a 
leafy backdrop. Its personality was forged in the heart 
of the county and later the principality of Montbéliard, 
a possession of the Counts of Württemberg from 1407 
to 1793. According to the terms of the peace treaty of 
Augsbourg, Montbéliard adopted Lutheranism as its State 
Religion, the only francophone city where this was the 
case, and subsequently became one of the bastions of 
French Protestantism. 

The iconic silhouette of the Dukes’ Castle dominates the 
town and the history of the Pays de Montbéliard. Now 
a museum, it offers a historic circuit and fascinating 
collections of natural history, fine-arts and contemporary 
art. By marrying the Germanic spirit with Italian influences, 
the town planner Heinrich Schickhardt was the artisan of 
the Renaissance of the Town of Princes, which can be 
explored along the "Heinrich Schickhardt" urban trail.

In the heart of the town, the Temple Saint-Martin 
embodies the particularity of the Pays de Montbéliard: 
an enclave of strict Lutheran faith practiced in the French 
language. Inside, digital tools help to decrypt the images 
of the exceptional "altarpiece of Montbéliard". Just next 
door, the Beurnier-Rossel Museum of Art and History, 
set within an elegant house, transports visitors to the  
18th century on tunes of ancient music boxes.

www.paysdemontbeliard-tourisme.com

MONTBÉLIARD

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Montbéliard

• The Gallo-Roman theatre of Mandœuvre,
  one of the largest in Gaul
• The Aventure Peugeot Museum in 
  Sochaux

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Belfort
• The hill and chapel Notre-Dame du Haut 
  at Ronchamp
• Besançon
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River ports, 
monastic towns 

and fortified cities

Burgundy-Franche-Comté is located upon an entire network of 
watersheds between the major river basins of the Loire, the Seine, the 
Rhine and the Saône-Rhône corridor. It is not surprising, then, that a 
great number of towns in the region owe their existence to river ports, 
very often with their origins in Antiquity. That is the case, most notably, 
with Auxerre and Joigny, Chalon-sur-Saône, Tournus and Mâcon.

In the Middle Ages, abbeys and castles attracted pilgrims, merchants 
and peasants in search of human and divine protection. 

Luxeuil was a major monastic centre before being a town.

Vesoul, Tonnerre and Châtillon-sur-Seine sprang up in the shadow of 
castles.

These are just some remarkable examples among the many towns 
of all shapes and sizes across the region that are home to buildings, 
works of art and other vestiges of a past that provides so many 
fascinating stories to be explored during a visit.

An increasing number of towns have become ever more conscious of 
the rich heritage they possess. More than forty small towns have come 
together under the Towns of Character of Burgundy-Franche-Comté 
scheme to showcase their heritage by means of a quality charter.

41

LOCATION AND ACCESS: D4  

Born from the River Saône as port of the Aedui people, 
Chalon-sur-Saône enjoyed its glory days in the Middle 
Ages as capital of the Merovingian Kingdom of Burgundy, 
and subsequently as the venue for major international 
fairs. It also owes its reputation to Nicéphore Niépce, 
inventor of photography (p.87) born in Chalon. In the old 
town, the half-timbered houses built between the 15th and 
17th centuries, sit alongside classical houses from the 
17th and 18th centuries. Every summer, in July, it comes 
to life with the internationally renowned "Chalon dans la 
Rue" Festival – and in winter thanks to the second largest 
carnival in France.

The first of Chalon’s museums, created in 1866, bears 
the name of Dominique Vivant Denon, a Chalonnais who 
formed part of Napoleon’s expedition to Egypt and was 
the creator of the Musée du Louvre. Its archaeological 
collections stand out thanks to the rich underwater 
discoveries from the River Saône and the famous 
Solutrean "bay leaves" from Volgu (p. 21). Those of fine-
arts showcase the French, Italian, Flemish and Dutch 
schools from the 17th to the 18th centuries.

Saint-Vincent Cathedral presents diverse styles 
of architecture from the 10th to the 19th centuries; 
predominantly Gothic. This building has benefited greatly 
from a major campaign of restoration works that revealed 
all of its splendour.

www.achalon.com

CHALON-SUR-SAÔNE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Chalon-sur-Saône

• The Home of Nicéphore Niépce 
  in Saint-Loup-de-Varennes  (71)

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Roche de Solutré and 
  its Departmental Museum of Prehistory
• Tournus

DON’T MISS
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Tournus owes its unique atmosphere to an alliance 
between a great masterpiece of Romanesque art and an 
urban architecture heralding the South. In the shadow of 
the former abbey church of Saint-Philibert stretches a maze 
of narrow streets linking the monastic site and the Gallo-
Roman castrum in the south, the initial hub of the town. The 
axis along which it extended, the Grand-Rue, follows the 
original Via Agrippa, an essential trading route of Roman 
Gaul. On both sides, houses with gently sloping roofs 
covered in Roman tiles make visitors literally see life in pink.  

In 875, Charles the Bald offered the monks of Noirmoutier, 
escaping from Viking raids with the relics of their founder 
Philibert, a sanctuary dedicated to a local martyr by the 
name of Valerien on the banks of the Saône. This was the 
starting point for the development of the great monastery 
and, subsequently, the town. The church, one of the oldest 
of the great Romanesque edifices, mostly dates from the 
11th and 12th centuries. From the darkness of the squat 
vestibule, you reach an extraordinarily bright nave before 
descending into the vast crypt. Above, in the ambulatory 
where the shadows and lights of contemporary stained 
glass windows play, Romanesque mosaics have been 
rediscovered. The sunny cloister invites visitors to stroll and 
explore the monastic ensemble and the fishermen’s quarter 
at its feet.

The Hotel-Dieu-Musée Greuze and the Bicycle Museum 
Michel Grézard suggest extending the walk to the south of 
the city centre.

www.tournus-tourisme.com

TOURNUS

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Tournus

• Brançion
• Chapaize
• Cluny

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Burgundian Bresse 
• Mâcon

LOCATION AND ACCESS: D4  
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MÂCON

LOCATION AND ACCESS: D5  

Matisco, the port of the Aedui people on the River Saône, 
is mentioned for the first time by Julius Caesar in The War 
of the Gauls. Under the Roman Empire, the settlement 
stretched for practically the entire length of the current 
town centre. Of the much smaller Gallo-Roman castrum, a 
tower on rue Paradis and a section of the outer wall on the 
aptly named rue des Amphores are still clearly visible when 
taking the town’s visitors trail.

This "Quill Trail" owes its name to the town’s most famous 
son, Alphonse de Lamartine, who was born in Mâcon in 
1790 when it became the capital of the Saône-et-Loire 
department. With the Hotel-Dieu hospital designed by 
Soufflot (p. 51) and surrounded by greenery, and the Town 
Hall, a former mansion house from the 18th century facing 
the statue of Lamartine and the River Saône, this circuit 
combines architecture, literature, gastronomy and history.

Among its highlights: the richly-carved Maison de Bois 
(around 1500), Vieux Saint-Vincent, a moving vestige 
of the former cathedral, adorned with one of the great 
Romanesque tympanums of the region, the Hôtel de la 
Préfecture, the former episcopal palace of Mâcon built 
from 1618 to 1631 and the seat of the Bishop up until its 
abolition in 1790, as well as the Saint-Laurent Bridge across 
the Saône established from the 11th century onwards.

The Ursulines Museum is the keystone of the discovery  
of Mâcon, with its archaeological and ethnographic 
collections and its Fine-Arts ranging from the Renaissance 
to contemporary art, and of course a section dedicated to 
Lamartine.

www.macon-tourism.com

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Mâcon

• The Roche de Solutré
• Cluny
• Tournus
• The Route des Vins Mâconnais-
  Beaujolais wine trail

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Chalon-sur-Saône
• Autun 
• Irancy (89), the hometown of Soufflot

DON’T MISS
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LOCATION AND ACCESS: C2  

The former Tornodurum sprang up on a hill overlooking 
what is now the town of Tonnerre. Here, the church 
of Saint-Pierre, with its façade in the Baroque style, 
dominates the town and provides a beautiful view.

The presence of a powerful Vauclusian spring in the 
Armançon Valley, the main direct tributary of the River 
Yonne, provided another reason why a settlement arose 
here. A circular washhouse built in the 18th century 
surrounds the impressive sinkhole that is the Fosse 
Dionne, venerated as a sanctuary during Antiquity.

Having become a county’s seat of power and driven by a 
dynamic economy based on viticulture, Tonnerre was able 
to erect one of the most beautiful examples of hospital 
architecture. Established in 1293 by Countess of Tonnerre, 
Marguerite de Bourgogne, granddaughter of Duke  
Hugues IV, the Hotel-Dieu is the largest medieval hospital 
in all Europe and one of the oldest. The immense nave is 
home to a beautiful depiction of the Burial of Christ from 
the 15th century, as well as the mausoleum of Louvois and 
a sundial meridian line from the 18th century. A hospital 
museum completes the site and explains its history.

The church of Notre-Dame is a beautiful Gothic building 
from the 12th century that originated from a hospital for 
pilgrims and now houses a number of works of art. Among 
the town’s many mansion houses, the Hôtel d’Uzès and 
the home of the Chevalier d’Eon, who was born in the 
former, stand out in particular.

www.tourisme-tonnerre.fr 

TONNERRE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Tonnerre

• The vineyards of Tonnerre and Epineuil
• The Châteaux of Maulnes, Ancy-le-Franc 
  and Tanlay
• Chablis

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Hotel-Dieu in Beaune
• Joigny

DON’T MISS

The town of Châtillon sprang up from a crossing of the 
River Seine. Control of the river, an essential commercial 
route since Antiquity, is the reason why the museum 
now boasts its undoubted star: the treasure of the Lady 
of Vix. A princely burial plot dating from about 480 BC, 
discovered at the base of the Celtic oppidum of Vix near 
Châtillon, delivered an exceptional trove of pieces. The 
main item is an imposing bronze krater produced in 
southern Italy, a masterpiece of fine Grecian art. Standing 
at 1.64m in height, weighing 208kg and with a capacity 
of 1100 litres, it is the largest antique bronze vase ever to 
have been discovered! 

The Pays Châtillonnais – Trésor de Vix Museum has 
taken up residence at the abbey of Notre-Dame de 
Châtillon since 2009. Covering nearly 2,000m², the wealth 
of the archaeological collections provides evidence of 
the importance of the region with regards to antique 
trading routes, as well as artisan crafts of the highest 
order and a great mastery of metal working techniques. 
Other sections retrace the past of the Châtillonnais, from 
religious medieval art to Marshall Marmont and the steel 
industry of the 19th century.

A walk around the town centre leads to one of the oldest 
Romanesque churches in Burgundy-Franche-Comté, 
Saint-Vorles, beside to the vestiges of the ducal castle. 
A young Bernard de Fontaine studied with the canons 
of Saint-Vorles here, long before becoming the great 
Cistercian abbot we know as Saint Bernard.

www.musee-vix.fr
www.chatillonnais-tourisme.fr

CHÂTILLON-SUR-SEINE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Châtillon-sur-Seine

• The Crémant de Bourgogne wine trail
• The route of blast furnaces of the 
  Châtillonnais
• Fontenay Abbey
• The great forge of Buffon

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Bibracte
• The MuséoParc Alésia

LOCATION AND ACCESS: C2  

DON’T MISS
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Here, one of the most beautiful urban scenes in all France 
can be found on the riverbank: a jumble of ancient houses, 
topped with red-brown roofs covered in flat tiles that are 
so characteristic of Northern Burgundy, with the Gothic 
bell towers of the church of Saint-Pierre and Saint-Etienne 
Cathedral rising above them, as well as that of the former 
abbey of Saint-Germain, Romanesque in style. Set slightly 
further back in the midst of the upper town is the Tour de 
l’Horloge. The gentle waters of the River Yonne faithfully 
reflect this scene and, once night falls, the spectacle 
takes on an even more grandiose allure thanks to the 
illumination of the main buildings.

This picture postcard scene hides countless treasures. 
The cloister buildings of Saint-Germain abbey house a 
beautiful Museum. At the cathedral, organ recitals vie 
with the spectacular sculptures on the doorways, recently 
restored, and the stained-glass windows that are among 
the finest in France. The crypt from the 11th century 
contains an exceptional painted decor, the treasure has 
beautiful Limoges enamel. A number of other churches 
add to these highlights, as does the Musée Leblanc-
Duvernois and a multitude of homes and mansion 
houses. And all along the embankments, river tourism has 
succeeded to the animation once provided by the bargees.

www.ot-auxerre.fr 

AUXERRE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Auxerre

• Chablis and its vineyards
• The Gallo-Roman villa of Escolives-
  Sainte-Camille

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Joigny
• Sens
• La Puisaye

DON’T MISS
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Around 1000 AD at the edge of Burgundy, Champagne and 
the Royal domain of Ile-de-France, the Counts of Joigny, 
influential vassals of the Counts of Champagne, set 
their fortress on the flank of a rocky outcrop overlooking 
the River Yonne. A town that would soon be fortified 
developed and thrived around the castle until a sad day in 
1530 when a terrible fire ravaged its medieval centre, with 
the sole exception of the winegrowers’ district of Saint-
André.

But like a Phoenix, Joigny would rise again from the 
ashes to create one of the most beautiful ensembles of 
half-tombered houses of the 16th century in Burgundy-
Franche-Comté. From this period, it has preserved an 
aspect strongly defined by the Renaissance, dotted with 
one or two medieval vestiges. Two churches were rebuilt: 
Saint-Jean with its remarkable sculptures, and Saint-
Thibaut which houses several statues from the 14th and 
15thcenturies. The renewed prosperity of the town was the 
result of, most notably, viticulture and the development 
of timber floating from the Morvan to Paris. Towards the 
end of the 16th century, the "Château des Gondi", inspired 
by that of Ancy-le-Franc (p. 69), replaced the old feudal 
fortress.

The history of the town is retold every summer during the 
"Nuits Maillotines", show visits inspired by a memorable 
episode: the uprising of the people of Joigny against their 
Count during the ups and downs of the Hundred Years’ War. 

www.joigny-tourisme.com

JOIGNY 

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Joigny

• The vineyards of the Côte Saint-Jacques 
  and its grey wine
• Villeneuve-sur-Yonne, medieval town
• The Laduz Museum

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Sens
• Auxerre
• Clamecy

LOCATION AND ACCESS: B2  

DON’T MISS
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LOCATION AND ACCESS: F2  

The source of hot waters of ancient Luxovium gave 
rise to a prosperous Gallo-Roman town. Forgotten after 
the troubles of the 5th century, it was brought back to 
life around 590 AD by the Irishman Colombanus and 
his company of monks who established the monastery 
of Luxeuil in its ruins, soon to become one of the main 
spiritual, intellectual and artistic centres of the Early 
Middle Ages north of the Alps. The Colombanian rules of 
monastic life and the writing produced at the scriptorium 
of Luxeuil Abbey would become reference points for 
centuries.

The basilica of Saint-Pierre-et-Saint-Paul and the 
adjacent cloister are Romanesque and Gothic, whilst the 
convent buildings date from the 18th century.  But recent 
excavations have dug up exceptional early Christian 
vestiges remaining visible during the construction of a 
new interpretation centre.

All around, the historic centre of the town is adorned 
with beautiful Gothic and Renaissance façades. The Tour 
des Echevins, opposite the imposing Hôtel du Cardinal 
Jouffroy, is home to a collection of paintings and reveals 
the history of the site through archaeology. The site of the 
pottery kilns is its natural complement.

The thermal bath buildings, among the oldest in France, 
boast architecture in pink sandstone, characteristic of 
the region, and offer a number of wellbeing and fitness 
treatments and medicinal baths.

www.luxeuil.fr

LUXEUIL

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / The Vosges Massif / Luxeuil-les-Bains

• The Chemin des Moines trail that follows
  the footsteps of Saint Colomban, from 
  Luxeuil to Annegray  
• The hill and chapel Notre-Dame du Haut 
  at Ronchamp
• The glass works of Passavant-la-Rochère

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Auxerre
• Saint-Claude
• Cluny
• Salins-les-Bains

DON’T MISS

Dominated by the Chapelle de la Motte, Vesoul boasts a 
town centre that has been renovated and is rich in historic 
monuments and architecture.  

At its very heart stands the church of Saint-Georges, built 
between 1735 and 1745. Following a major restoration 
campaign, it has recovered its former splendour and the 
original harmony of its decor. Among the sculptures it 
houses, the Assumption Group from an abbey in Besançon 
stands out in particular.

A promenade through the town features former mansion 
houses from the 15th century, the birth house of the 
painter Gérôme, houses from the 16th and 17th centuries, 
town houses from the 18th century, the Palais de Justice, 
and the Georges-Garret Museum situated within a former 
Ursuline convent built at the end of the 17th century.

Founded in 1882 and located in the heart of the old town 
centre since 1981, the Municipal Museum of Vesoul 
exhibits collections of art and archaeology in the former 
Ursuline convent of 1680, which has preserved its original 
architecture. The interior spaces have been redesigned for 
the greater comfort of visitors and in order to present the 
works more effectively.

www.vesoul.fr

VESOUL

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Vesoul

• The glass works of Passavant-la-Rochère
• Oricourt Castle

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Gray
• The Towns of Character of  Bourgogne-
   Franche-Comté

LOCATION AND ACCESS: F2  

DON’T MISS

TREASURES OF THE TOWNS AND CITIES: RIVER PORTS, MONASTIC TOWNS AND FORTIFIED CITIES TREASURES OF THE TOWNS AND CITIES: RIVER PORTS, MONASTIC TOWNS AND FORTIFIED CITIES
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Created in Franche-Comté in 1989, in March 2018 this 
association groups together 45 communes located in ru-
ral areas. They have all been granted the label "Towns of 
Character" because they demonstrate the historic traces 
of urban activity and display an important urban, archi-
tectural and landscape heritage. Membership to the asso-
ciation is granted on the condition of respecting a charter 
that values showcasing of local heritage and a desire to 
turn this feature into a driver for development.

Its members work together in a range of different fields: 
showcasing heritage and raising public awareness, impro-
ving the conditions of life for local inhabitants, providing a 
welcome of real character to tourists.

Arbois (39), Arc-et-Senans (25), Arinthod (39), Arlay (39), 
Baume-les-Dames (25), Baume-les-Messieurs (39), Bel-
voir (25), Bucey-les-Gy (70), Champlitte (70), Chariez 
(70), Château-Chalon (39), Cluny (71), Druyes-les-Belles-
Fontaines (89), Faucogney-et-la-Mer (70), Faverney (70), 
Fondremand (70), Gray (70), Gy (70), Jougne (25), Jussey 
(70), Lods (25), Marnay (70), Martailly-les-Brancion (71), 
Montbozon (70), Morteau (25), Mouthier Haute-Pierre 
(25), Nozeroy (39), Orgelet (39), Ornans (25), Pesmes 
(70), Pierre-de-Bresse (71), Poligny (39), Quingey (25), 
Ray-sur-Saône (70), Rougemont (25), Saint-Hippolyte 
(25), Saint-Sauveur-en-Puisaye (89), Salins-les-Bains (39), 
Scey-sur-Saône (70), Sellières (39), Semur-en-Auxois (21), 
Vandoncourt (25), Vauvillers (70), Villersexel (70), Vuilla-
fans (25).

www.cites-caractere-bfc.fr

CITÉS DE CARACTÈRE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté

Burgundy-Franche-Comté boasts a heritage of hospitals 
that is truly extraordinary. No fewer than sixteen ancient 
charitable and medical institutions provide evidence of 
the treatments given to the ill and disabled, the poor and 
pilgrims, from the Middle Ages right up to the advent of 
the modern hospital.

Most of them are former Hotel-Dieu hospitals, typically 
urban institutions that were founded by a nobleman, an 
ecclesiastical lord or bourgeois citizens. Some of them 
have retained one or more wards, such as those at Cluny 
or Seurre, but their pride and joy is usually the ancient 
pharmacy where magnificent collections of earthenware 
have pride of place in finely worked wooden cabinets. Pill 
boxes, clysters and other instruments bear witness to the 
evolution of medical techniques. 

Undoubtedly the most famous is the Hotel-Dieu in Beaune 
(p. 35), although the oldest is the Hotel-Dieu Marguerite 
de Bourgogne in Tonnerre, founded in 1293, including an 
immense hall that is about one hundred metres long and a 
hospital museum (p. 44).

Among the more recent foundations, the Hotel-Dieu in 
Louhans stands out because of its exceptional collection 
of Hispano-Moorish glazed pottery with coppered 
reflections, dating from the 15th and 16th centuries. In the 
establishment at Tournus, the Musée Greuze, devoted to 
art and archaeology, sits next to the hospital museum, 
whilst the pharmacy of the Hotel-Dieu in Mâcon has 
retained its original décor and an architecture designed 
by Soufflot.

www.apothicaireries.eu

HÔTELS-DIEU HOSPITALS AND HISTORIC PHARMACIES

• The citadel of Besançon
• Beaune and the Climats of the Burgundy 
  Wine Region 

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The former Saint-Laurent Hospital at 
  Chalon-sur-Saône
• The pharmacies of Arbois (39), 
  Dole (39), Moutiers-Saint-Jean (21) 
  and Saint-Amour (39)
• The pharmacy and museum of 
  anaesthetics and medical and surgical 
  techniques at the Saint-Jacques Hospital 
  in Besançon

DON’T MISS

Burgundy-Franche-Comté 
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Visitor sites 
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From dinosaurs and cave paintings to contemporary art and industrial 
visits, Burgundy-Franche-Comté provides discoveries that really do 
suit every taste.

Famous as a monastic land from Luxeuil to Cluny and Cîteaux, it is 
also studded with castles of all types, princely residences, medieval or 
modern fortified places.

Museums, exhibitions and reinactments show how the peasants, 
winegrowers and artisans of times gone by lived and worked.

Glassworks, earthenware, salt works, steelworks or photography: 
the industrial heritage is just as rich, and famous figures from seven 
centuries await visitors at the "Maisons des Illustres" houses. 

Murals or Romanesque art, salt or the abolition of slavery, wine or the 
"Green Fairy": themed routes lead visitors straight into the heart of the 
region’s heritage, as well as its conviviality.

https://heritage.bourgognefranchecomte.com
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From the dawn 
of  time to Antiquity

Among the little-known and yet exceptional treasures of Burgundy-
Franche-Comté are some sites of great significance dating back to 
the earliest times.

In Loulle, the only site of this type equipped for visitors in the world, 
footprints of dinosaurs of exceptional richness remind us that the 
Jurassic owes its name to the Jura Mountains. Two leisure parks in 
the region are dedicated to encounters with these gigantic animals 
that lived millions of years before the first humans.

A large number of caves have been carved out of the limestone 
massifs of the region. Refuges greatly valued – although not at the 
same time! – by giant cave bears as well as by humans, they have 
fascinated visitors for many years thanks to the fantastic features 
of their calcareous concretions.. Just thirty or so years ago, cave 
paintings that are among the oldest on earth were discovered at Arcy-
sur-Cure.

As for Antiquity, much better understood thanks to the advent of 
written accounts, archaeological work nevertheless continues to 
provide new discoveries and greater enlightenment. Like a jigsaw 
puzzle that remains incomplete but whose image can be made out, 
the Burgundy-Franche-Comté of Antiquity becomes ever clearer as a 
result of research, discoveries and the visitors’ facilities on numerous 
sites across the region.

54

In the region, there is no need to visit the cinema to 
experience goose bumps when you come face-to-face 
with prehistoric creatures, contemporaries of the very 
first human inhabitants and even far more ancient ones.

The oldest dinosaur footprints in Europe were discovered 
at Loulle in the Jura in 2005. 155 million years ago, 
they walked on the loose soil of a shore. They left 1500 
footprints, frozen in this mud which would become 
limestone and miraculously preserved. Since 2014, this 
fragile and unique site has been both protected and 
opened up to the public. A walkway allows visitors to look 
down and better observe the tracks left on the shores of 
the warm Jurassic seas. Information panels, in French 
and English, explain this remarkable site to visitors, young 
and old.  

In more recent times (50,000 years ago, all the same), 
cave bears were particularly fond of the Osselle Cave 
near Besançon, using it for shelter, and between 2,000 
and 3,000 of their skeletons have been unearthed here. 
Known since the 13th century, these limestone features 
have been visited since 1504, making them one of the two 
most ancient touristic caves in the world. Its dry section 
has been used as a venue for celebrations since the  
18th century, and during the Revolution the cave became 
home to non-juring priests. Today we sometimes come 
across pipistrelle bats here.

www.lejurassique.com 
http://grottes.osselle.free.fr 
https://heritage.bourgognefranchecomte.com

"JURASSIC PARC" AND BEAR CAVES

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains / Loulle / Roset-Fluans

• Besançon
• Dino-Zoo, the prehistoric park at  
  Charbonnières-les-Sapins (25)
• The Gouffre de Poudrey at Etalans (25) 
  with its visits and shows

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Cardo Land, the prehistoric park at 
  Chamoux (89)
• The grottos of Azé (71): the subterranean 
  river and prehistoric cave  
• The grottos of Bèze (21) that can be 
  visited by boat

VISITOR SITES: FROM THE DAWN OF TIME TO ANTIQUITY 55

LOCATION AND ACCESS: E3  

DON’T MISS



56 VISITOR SITES: FROM THE DAWN OF TIME TO ANTIQUITY

LOCATION AND ACCESS: C2  

Caves, carved out by the River Cure in the heart of a 
limestone massif, have served as refuges for humans for 
more than 200,000 years. The presence of man was, for 
many thousand years, confined to their entrance, which 
was used as a shelter beneath the rock, most notably 
by man from Neanderthal to Mousterian. The Grande 
Grotte leads, after a walk of about 500m between the 
stalagmites and stalactites of high galleries, to a lower 
chamber decorated with paintings in ochre and charcoal.

The oldest of these date back around 28,000 years, 
according the radiocarbon dating. They were, therefore, 
made after those of the Chauvet cave (31,000 years) 
but well before those at Lascaux (15,000 to 18,000 
years). Less numerous than at those famous sites, these 
paintings nevertheless offer authentic representations 
of bison, mammoth, deer, as well as that of a bird, a 
rare subject for prehistoric cave paintings. Negative and 
positive images of hands and a range of geometric motifs 
complete the scene.

Beneath a bed of waste material deposits, the remains of 
the prehistoric artists’ tools (dyes, grinders, fires, lamps) 
have also been found.

www.grottes-arcy.net

ARCY-SUR-CURE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Arcy-sur-Cure

• Avallon
• Auxerre
• La Puisaye

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The prehistoric cave of Azé (71) with 
  human remains dating from the Lower 
  Palaeolithic period
• The grottos of Osselle near to Besançon

DON’T MISS

Burgundy-Franche-Comté

The vision we have of the region during the first centuries of 
our era is being constantly redrawn.

The Fontaines-Salées (salty springs) near Vézelay have 
been completed with an interpretation centre in 2017, 
offering the perfect introduction to a site that has been in 
use since the Neolithic (around 2000 BC) and was fitted 
with Gallo-Roman thermal baths.

In Autun, the recent discovery of the workshop of the 
famous ceramist Pistillus allows to enjoy a new event on 
the local calendar, with a Christmas market ‘‘from Antiquity ‘‘ 
selling ceramic items recreated especially for the occasion.

The "Chevroches Disc" in bronze, designed to establish 
astrological themes, is unique in the world because these 
objects were usually destroyed after the introduction of 
Christianity. Unearthed at the start of the century, this "disc" 
featuring three calendars written in Greek has found a 
home at the museum in Clamecy. 

In Escolives-Sainte-Camille (89), an impressive sculpted 
frieze probably dates from the 2nd century and depicts 
a scene of a grape harvest, with grapes that bizarrely 
resemble the "César" still grown locally to this day. Aperitif-
dinners based on the recipes of Apicius are organised in 
summer, as are nocturnal and theatrical visits.

At Migennes, a rare mosaic from the 4th century, discovered 
in 1976, can be viewed at the Tourist Office. From the same 
period, the modest "Halte Brunehaut" in Renève (21) lets 
visitors imagine the splendour of this other villa.

www.saint-pere.fr
https://leg8.fr
www.clamecynivernais-tourisme.fr
www.escolives-ste-camille.fr
www.tourisme-migennes.fr
www.tourisme-mirebelloisetfontenoy.fr

NEW ELEMENTS FROM ANTIQUE SITES 

• Auxerre
• Vézelay
• Bibracte

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The archaeological site Saint-Martin in 
   Luxeuil-les-Bains (70) 
• The archaeological digs around the
  Temple of Janus in Autun

57VISITOR SITES: FROM THE DAWN OF TIME TO ANTIQUITY
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The heritage 
of  the monks

Burgundy-Franche-Comté, region of passage since the earliest 
times, was among the first territories of Gaul to become home to 
Christian communities and monasteries. Spiritual movements of 
prime importance were born here and spread across Europe and 
beyond. From the Jura Fathers to Colombanus, from Saint Germanus 
of Auxerre to Vézelay and from Cluny to Cîteaux, eminent chapters 
of medieval history were written here. Great abbots, tireless copyists, 
humble lay brothers and parishioners under monastic patronage were 
at the forefront of the architects who shaped the face of the region 
since the 5th century.           

All forms of sacred art have blossomed here, not only architecture: 
the calligraphy that is so specific to Luxeuil, the various forms of 
Gregorian chant at Saint-Bénigne in Dijon, at Cluny and Cîteaux, and 
mural paintings particularly in the Puisaye. Sculpture warrants a 
special mention as the region boasts a considerable number of major 
Romanesque masterpieces as well as an exceptional ensemble of 
Gothic altarpieces. 

Moreover, this region, which also owes to the monks the most beautiful 
jewels of its vineyards, including the famous Clos de Vougeot, is 
studded with countless rural churches of an infinite variety of styles, 
stones and atmospheres. Coloured “Burgundian” roofs and “Comtois” 
bell towers indicate the directions.

SAINT-CLAUDE 

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains / Saint-Claude

• The church (12th century) in Saint-Lupicin 
   with his tomb (5th century)
• The chapel of Saint-Romain-de-Roche
   in Pratz

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The church of Saint-Lothain (39), 
   and its Roman crypt
• Luxeuil, the second great monastic 
  centre of the early Middle Ages 
• Auxerre and its former abbey of 
  Saint-Germain 
• Cluny

About 435 AD, only half a century after Christianity 
became the official religion of the Roman Empire, two 
brothers, Romain and Lupicin, came from their native 
Bugey to settle in Condat (the confluent) in the Upper Jura. 
Here they established Gaul’s 4th monastery, after those of 
Ligugé founded by Saint Martin, Saint-Victor in Marseille 
and Saint-Honorat on one of the Lérins Islands, the latter 
being their model! Romain and Lupicin also fulfilled the 
role of mediators between the local population and the 
Burgundian kings.

Around 500 AD, Eugendus (Oyen), the 4th Abbot of Condat, 
furnished the monastery with a 3rd saint from which it would 
take its name… until he was supplanted by a 4th abbot-saint, 
Claude, during the second half of the 7th  century. 

Claude would attract so many pilgrims – including King 
Louis XI in the 15th  century – that his name would definitively 
remain that of the abbey and of the town to be born from 
it. He is still the patron saint of the Jura diocese, the main 
abbey church having become the cathedral. It is the focal 
point of the old town.  

Besides this beautiful building (15th-18th centuries), adorned 
with Gothic stalls and a Renaissance altarpiece, the Musée 
de l’Abbaye includes remains of the monastic buildings 
and houses the donations of Guy Bardone and René Genis, 
major funds of 20th century art works.

Opposite, on the other side of the forecourt, is the Museum 
of Pipe and Diamond, witness of the importance of 
craftsmanship that has taken over the manufacture of 
insignia for pilgrims.

www.saint-claude-haut-jura.com

59VISITOR SITES: THE HERITAGE OF THE MONKS
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LOCATION AND ACCESS: F3  

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains / Montbenoît

Appearances can be deceptive: it seems that Montbenoit 
doesn’t owe its name to the father of the monks of 
the Occident, around 500 AD, but to the hermit of the  
11th century. The abbey, founded in the 12th century 
by a Lord of Joux, adopted the Rule of Saint Augustine 
and formed a community of canons. Canons known as 
Regulars, living in a community housed in monastic 
buildings similar to those of the Benedictines. They 
are almost entirely preserved, a unique case within the 
Department Doubs and extremely rare in the whole region.

The convent buildings are organized around the cloister 
(12th-15th centuries). The abbey church, now the parish 
church, is Romanesque with a flamboyant choir from 
the 16th century. Among its many ornaments are a pieta,  
42 sculpted stalls and a pulpit.

In order to sustain the community and develop the 
surrounding countryside, the Lords of Joux attracted 
monks from Saint-Maurice d’Agaune in the Valais and 
peasants from a variety of Swiss cantons. Their dialect 
and their customs brought a very particular tone to the 
area under the control of the abbey, which formed one 
sole landlordship for 700 years.

Since 1947, following a prefectural visit, its 11 current 
communes formed the "Free Republic of the Saugeais", 
with a hereditary presidency. To find out more, you have 
to come and visit…

www.tourisme-loue-saugeais.com

MONTBENOÎT

• The church of Saint-Bénigne in  Pontarlier
  and its contemporary stained-glass 
  windows by Manessier
• The château de Joux

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Romanesque church 
  of Grandecourt (70), 
• Fontenay
• Cluny
• Baume-les-Messieurs

DON’T MISS

The Cistercian order, the last of the great monastic reform 
movements born in Burgundy-Franche-Comté, still boasts 
two functioning abbeys, including the birthplace of the 
order at Cîteaux. 

From 1098 until the French Revolution, and once again 
after 1898, monks lived and worked here according to the 
precepts of their founders, in search of a pure application 
of the Rule of Saint Benedict. For their 900th anniversary, 
they created a visitor trail to meet the remains of their 
prestigious past and the spirit that drives them. This 
spiritual and cultural tour, offering an exceptional glimpse 
inside the monastic enclosure, takes visitors back 
through 900 years of history and right up to today’s living 
community. A film presents the history of the abbey then 
and now, monastic life recounted by the monks of Cîteaux 
themselves.

Acey abbey, in the Ognon Valley close to the Haute-Saône, 
succeeded in the 12th century to a Carolingian hermitage 
founded by monks from Saint-Claude (p. 59). Also closed 
down by the Revolution, it came back to life thanks to 
industrial activity (electrolysis) and to its status as an 
abbey in 1938. Its church, Romanesque with modifications 
from the 18th century and restored at the beginning of 
the 20th century, has a series of beautiful stained-glass 
windows representative of the Cistercian spirit.  

https://acey.eglisejura.com
www.citeaux-abbaye.com

ACEY AND CÎTEAUX

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Vitreux / Saint-Nicolas-les-Cîteaux

• Dijon
• Beaune
• Dole 
• The château du Clos de Vougeot

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The abbey of La Pierre-Qui-Vire 
  in Saint-Léger-Vauban (89) 
• The former abbey of Fontenay
• Pontigny

61VISITOR SITES: THE HERITAGE OF THE MONKS
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LOCATION AND ACCESS: B2  

Pontigny abbey, the "second daughter" of Cîteaux, was 
founded in 1114. Its church, now a parish church, is the 
largest Cistercian building in France. An immense nave 
sitting in the fields alongside the village, it dominates the 
local area despite the very Cistercian absence of a bell 
tower. The most beautiful view of it is from the chevet.

Of the original cloistral buildings, Pontigny abbey has 
only preserved the Romanesque lay brothers’ wing, the 
only surviving in the region, regularly used for exhibitions. 
But the church still shines out with elegant clarity, 
marked by the transition from Romanesque to Gothic. 
The choir, also rebuilt in Gothic style, adds even more 
volume to the edifice. It still has its carved stalls from the  
17th and 18th centuries and is closed by one of the few 
large Renaissance rood screens preserved in France.

The memory of three Archbishops of Canterbury is 
associated with Pontigny, including Thomas Beckett who 
spent four years in exile here from 1162 to 1166. The 
mausoleum of Saint Edmond Rich, professor of theology 
in Paris and at Oxford in the 13th century, has made 
Pontigny a site of veneration for Anglicans. In his honour, 
the abbey church has the dual title of Notre-Dame-et-
Saint-Edme. 

Between 1910 and 1939, the "Decades of Pontigny" 
gathered the great intellectuals of the time, advocates of 
free thinking, for ten-day meetings of high-level exchanges 
on a variety of themes, animated by Paul Desjardins, the 
owner of the venue at that time. Currently, the Friends of 
Pontigny organise a rich cultural season every year.

www.abbayedepontigny.com

PONTIGNY

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Pontigny

• Beauvais Grange in Venous (89), a former 
  agricultural estate owned by the abbey of 
  Pontigny
• Auxerre
• Chablis

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The abbey of Cîteaux, birthplace of the 
  Cistercian order 
• The former abbey of Fontenay 

DON’T MISS

The Cistercians, tireless developers of the rural space, did 
not content themselves with draining the lands around 
their monastery. The need for wine in the celebration of 
the Eucharist also made them pioneers in wine growing. 
From Christmas 1098, Cîteaux Abbey owned its first 
wine-growing estate in Meursault. In the space of a few 
decades it had established a network of "wine cellars", 
from the threshold of Dijon to the south of Beaune.

The Château du Clos de Vougeot is undoubtedly the most 
famous of these. Initially it was simply a place of work 
for the lay brothers in charge of the vineyards that had 
been patiently assembled from 1109 onwards thanks to 
charitable donations from the Burgundian nobility, and 
later through purchases. In the end, the wall that encloses 
the plot stretches for no less than 3km.

The scale of cellar is due to the fact that the monks 
produced wine also for the market. The neighbouring 
winery takes the form of a vast cloister to help carts 
delivering the grape harvest circulate. It houses four 
monumental presses made of oak, each capable of 
holding four tons of grapes. 

In 1551, Abbot Dom Loisier had a lordly dwelling built. 
The buildings, separate from the surrounding vineyards, 
are now the property of the prestigious Confraternity of 
the Knights of Tastevin. They host the sumptuous dinners 
known as the Chapitres de la Confrérie, but also the "Livres 
en Vignes" book fair in September.

www.closdevougeot.fr

THE CHÂTEAU DU CLOS DE VOUGEOT

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Vougeot

• The Climats of the Burgundy wine region
  and the route des Grands Crus
• Dijon
• Beaune
• The Manoir de la Perrière in  Fixin (21), 
   another medieval wine-growing estate 
   owned by Cîteaux
• The Château de Gilly-les-Cîteaux (21), 
  former residence of the abbots of 
  Cîteaux, and the abbey of La Bussière 
  (21), which have become luxury hotels.  

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The routes des vins

63VISITOR SITES: THE HERITAGE OF THE MONKS
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Whilst the rooftops covered with glazed tiles of Burgundy 
and the "Imperial" bell towers of Comté are famous indeed, 
other aspects of the region’s churches also warrant our 
attention. The large altarpieces in particular form a vast 
museum scattered over the region. Stucco, wood, stone or 
alabaster, painted in bright colours or gilded in gold leaf, they 
are the subject of very special and enthralling visits.

Among the most remarkable examples are:

- The altarpieces of The Passion and The Virgin, from the 
15th century, at the church of Ternant (58), made in the best 
workshops of Flanders and Brabant offered by the lords of 
the manor, close courtiers of the Dukes of Burgundy;

- The altarpiece of the Life of Christ (16th century), from 
Anvers, in the abbey church of Baume-les-Messieurs (39) ;

- The exceptional Lutheran altarpiece from the 16th century 
at Saint-Martin’s church in Montbéliard (25); the Gospel 
depicted in images with commentary is showcased thanks 
to clever interpretation tools next to this contemporary 
replica.

In Haute-Saône, nearly every village has its own altarpiece, 
Baroque or Classicist, most notably Corravillers, Faucogney-
et-La-Mer and Sainte-Marie-en-Chanois.

The exceptional ornaments of the churches of the region 
also include the tapestries of the Life of Our Lady, a  
15th century work from Tournai, in the Basilica Notre-Dame 
in Beaune.

www.ternant.fr
www.paysdemontbeliard-tourisme.com  Rubrique "Découvrir"

http://hautesaoneretables.free.fr
www.beaune-tourisme.fr

ALTARPIECES AND SACRED ART

Burgundy-Franche-Comté

• The Museum of Sacred Art in Dijon
• The Museum of Fine- Arts in Dijon and its 
  medieval halls 

DON’T MISS
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Fortresses, 
chateau life 

and enchanting gardens

France is famous for its chateaux. Burgundy-Franche-Comté has 
a particularly varied range because its borders have often moved 
throughout history.

The division of Charlemagne’s empire made the Saone and its tributary 
the Vingeanne the limit between the kingdom of France and the Holy 
Roman Empire. Several tower houses still stand on this old border.

The Valois Dukes of Burgundy and, subsequently, great aristocratic 
families early captured the influence of the Italian Renaissance. 
Germolles, and later Ancy-le-Franc and Sully bear witness to this.

Once the Franche-Comté conquered by Louis XIV, new needs of 
strongholds appeared which Vauban knew how to answer, while 
Burgundy became a region of exile for great characters expelled from 
the court as Roger de Bussy-Rabutin.

The 19th century, finally, brought the transformation of old fortresses 
by the new techniques of the Séré de Rivières forts on the Eastern 
border.

Fortress or stately home, each chateau has a unique story to tell, often 
embellished with a walk in a park or garden full of charm.
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On its rocky outcrop, the imposing silhouette of the 
medieval castle still bears witness to its defensive role 
over the centuries.

The first traces of its construction date back to the early 
12th century. The square keep is from this time. In the 
middle of the 14th century, the Hundred Years War brings 
free companies of mercenaries into the region. The bailey 
and the five towers, connected by curtain walls, rise to 
protect lords and villagers. The line of Châteauneuf dies 
in 1457, when Catherine de Châteauneuf is condemned 
to the stake for poisoning her husband. The lordship is 
confiscated and entrusted by Duke Philip the Good to his 
adviser Philippe Pot, future Grand Seneschal of Burgundy.

Passed into the hands of several aristocratic families 
who continue to embellish the interior and transform the 
buildings, the castle is given to the State in 1936. Now 
property of the Region, which has recently set up an 
interpretation center about the castle and the time of the 
Dukes of Burgundy, it comes alive each summer with a 
rich cultural season combining history and modernity. 
The Romanesque keep and the flamboyant Grand Logis, 
the chapel with its painted decoration and the memory of 
Philippe Pot as well as the recreated medieval garden are 
the highlights of the visit.

In the shadow of this imposing fortress, guardian of 
strategic roads, developed a tiny but prosperous town. 
Houses adorned with pediments and turrets, often with 
large windows set in the façades, revealing former shops, 
testify to the commercial vocation of the place, the 
foundation of lasting prosperity in the heart of Burgundy’s 
former "breadbasket".

www.bourgognefranchecomte.fr/chateauneuf 
www.chateauneuf-cotedor.fr

CHÂTEAUNEUF

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Châteauneuf

• The church of Saint-Jacques and
  Saint-Philippe (16th century)
• The château de Commarin
• Dijon
• Beaune

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• La Rochepot castle (21),
• Berzé-le-Châtel castle (71)
• Chastellux castle (89)
• Couches (71)

DON’T MISS

This imposing castle of a ducal fief along the Chalon-sur-
Saône-Autun road, restored in the 19th century, benefits 
from superb recent development and an array of activities.

Founded in the 12th century to defend the lands of 
the Count of Chalon, in the 15th century it belonged to 
Claude de Montaigu, Knight of the Golden Fleece and 
Chamberlain to the last two Dukes of Burgundy. Its vast 
quadrant is bookended by two round towers to the north 
and the mighty square keep to the south east, overlooking 
the valley and the vineyards opposite. Set around the 
Gothic chapel, 19th century additions provide a touch of 
the "troubadour" spirit. Accessible underground galleries 
are part of the visitor circuit. Children in particular will 
appreciate the garden of topiaries in the shape of animals. 
They can also celebrate their birthdays as princesses or 
knights for a day. For grown-ups, a wine cellar offers the 
chance to explore Burgundy wines, and three guest rooms 
inspired by the Louis XIII style welcome guests with all 
modern conveniences. 

The medieval town of Couches was a royal enclave within 
the Duchy of Burgundy. In these royal lands can be found, 
most notably, the Tour Guérin and Tour Bajole tower 
houses and the parish church of Saint-Martin built in the 
Flamboyant style.

www.chateaudecouches.com

COUCHES

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Couches

• Autun
• The château de Sully
• The château de Germolles
• The château de Rully, a medieval 
  castle and wine-growing estate
• The Côtes du Couchois vineyards

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Berzé-le-Châtel castle (71)
• Chastellux castle (89)
• Oricourt castle (70)
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The Château de Germolles in the Côte Chalonnaise, 
boasting the "Homes of the Illustrious" label, is definitely 
one of a kind. Of the many countryside residences owned 
by the Dukes, in Burgundy as well as in the northern 
principalities, this is the only one that remains. In 1380, 
Philip the Bold gifted a small castle to his wife, Margaret 
of Flanders, who turned it into a palace more influenced by 
Italian innovations than by the old Burgundian fortresses.

The decorations were entrusted to the very best artists in 
the service of the court (Claude Sluter, Jean de Beaumetz). 
Murals and monumental chimney pieces still reflect the 
splendour and the comfort of the ducal period within 
the main building from the 14th century, in particular the 
wardrobe of Margaret of Bavaria, the wife of Duke John 
the Fearless. The private chapel, with delicately sculpted 
Flamboyant ornaments, has recovered its former scale 
thanks to careful restoration works undertaken in 
2010, whilst the wine cellar, the lower chapel and the  
13th century gatehouse towers recall the previous castle. 
An English-style park planted in the 19th century has taken 
the place of the rose garden and sheepfold from the time 
of Marguerite of Flanders. An exceptional collection of 
decorative paving tiles are on display in the ceremonial 
hall. Throughout the year, a rich and high-quality 
programme of cultural entertainments brings the venue 
to life by providing a journey back to the most glistening 
moments of the Middle Ages.

www.chateaudegermolles.fr

GERMOLLES

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Mellecey

• The châteaux of Rully and Sully
• Chalon-sur-Saône

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Dijon (Museum of Fine-Arts in the 
  ducal palace with numerous reminders
  of the Valois Dukes, the Champmol 
  Charterhouse)
• Beaune (Hôtel-Dieu, hôtel des ducs)
• Winery and presses of the Dukes of 
  Burgundy at  Chenôve (21)

DON’T MISS

The Château of Ancy-le-Franc in the valley of the Armançon 
near Tonnerre is an astonishing palace dating from the 
second French Renaissance and marks a turning point in 
the evolution towards French Classicism. Its architecture 
is the fruit of an encounter between an enlightened lord, 
Antoine III of Clermont, brother-in-law of Diane of Poitiers, 
and an Italian artist, Sebastiano Serlio, who was called to 
his court by King François I. 

Here Serlio inaugurated a new type of architecture in 
France, and this château is one of the first to have been 
designed according to plans. Its structure, featuring four 
identical wings set around an elegant inner courtyard, 
is unique in France. The lay out of the rooms, the wide 
openings, the richness of the coffered ceilings, the 
refinement of all the features… the whole is the original 
hallmark of the Italian master.

The château is decorated by the largest set of mural 
paintings from the period in all France, making it a 
direct rival of Fontainebleau. They are mostly ascribed 
to Primaticcio in collaboration with other painters of the 
First Fontainebleau School, such as Nicolò dell’Abbate, 
Luca Penni and even Flemish Italianizing artists including 
Nicolas de Hoey. Their particular style shows evidence 
of the influence exerted by the royal residences. The 
apartment of Diane de Poitiers and the Gallery of Farsala 
are the most remarkable.

The château is surrounded by a vast 50 hectare park. The 
château and park regularly host exhibitions by renowned 
contemporary artists. The new French garden parterres 
reproduce floral motifs of the woodwork of the castle in 
an original creation.

www.chateau-ancy.com

ANCY-LE-FRANC

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Ancy-le-Franc

• The châteaux of Tanlay and Maulnes
• Tonnerre

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The châteaux of Saint-Fargeau (89), 
  Sully (71), Cormatin (71) and Commarin 
  (21)
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The château of Sully, inspired by the French Renaissance, 
was built towards the end of the 16th century for the Saulx-
Tavannes family on the site of a medieval moated castle 
that once belonged to Claude of Montaigu, the Lord of 
Couches (p. 67). Madame de Sévigné, who would come to 
visit, considered it the "Fontainebleau of Burgundy". 

Within a vast park, extremely long and soberly decorated 
common areas flank a long pathway leading to four 
wings surrounding an inner courtyard. Its characteristic 
silhouette is defined by the four corner-towers that are set 
obliquely to the buildings.

Since the 18th century, Sully has been owned by the Mac-
Mahon family and was the birthplace of Patrice de Mac-
Mahon, 1st Duke of Magenta, Marshal of France and the 
first President of the French Republic to reside at the 
Elysée Palace. Today, the château is lived in all year round 
by the Duchess of Magenta and her children. The warm 
interior delights visitors with its furniture and beautiful 
tapestries.

The château is surrounded by a park created in the  
17th century. Along its paths you can discover centuries-
old orange trees, a kitchen garden, a pigeon house, a  
13th century chapel. 

Throughout the year, the castle offers visits in costumes, 
many activities for children and several kinds of 
animations for old and young. It is also possible to enjoy a 
tasting of wines from the family vineyards of Chassagne-
Montrachet.

www.chateaudesully.com

SULLY

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Sully

• The château de Couches
• The château de Germolles 
• Autun

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The château de Tanlay (89)
• The château d’Ancy-le-Franc (89)
• The château de Saint-Fargeau (89)
• The château de Drée (71)

DON’T MISS

More than 50 châteaux in the region are open to visitors, 
including around ten that offer accommodation. They have 
come together in a single association to present their offers 
on-line at www.chateauxdebourgognefranchecomte.com

They give visitors opportunities to explore countless 
chapters of history, to come and encounter princes, 
knights, bishops, abbots and ironmasters. By visiting 
them you can sample all the many lands and landscapes 
of the region, from the banks of the Loire to the foothills 
of the Vosges and to the Bresse, passing through the 
forests of the Morvan, through the vineyards from Chablis 
to Mâcon and on the hillsides of the Jura, not to forget the 
pastures and farmland of the Auxois or the Haute-Saône. 
Entertainments, feasts and festivals come thick and fast 
throughout the year.

Towerhouses in Rosières (21) or Talmay (21), strategic 
strongholds at Chastellux-sur-Cure (89), Châtillon-en-
Bazois (58), Brancion (71) or Belvoir (25), stately homes at 
Commarin (21) Villersexel (70), Drée (71), Digoine (71) or 
Arlay (39), utopian Renaissance architecture in Maulnes 
(89) or a Neo-Palladian villa at Syam (39): the châteaux of 
Burgundy-Franche-Comté are certainly worth more than 
one visit.

www.chateauxdebourgognefranchecomte.com

CHÂTEAU LIFE AND VISITS 
THROUGHOUT THE REGION

Burgundy-Franche-Comté

• Frontenay castle (39) overlooking the 
  vineyards of the Jura
• The château of Montigny-sur-Aube (21), 
  on the Route du Crémant de Bourgogne 
  wine trail
• The château of Gerigny (58) near the 
  Charitois wine-growing area around 
  La Charité-sur-Loire

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The château of Rully (71), medieval 
  castle and wine-growing estate
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Surrounding a château, at the heart of a town or nestling 
as a surprise in a modest spot of the countryside, there 
are countless gardens and parks throughout Burgundy-
Franche-Comté waiting to welcome visitors. The French 
Council for Parks and Gardens has listed more than 140 
of them in our region, based on the interesting flora they 
include, their ornamental features or the type of garden 
they belong to. Around thirty of these sites boast the 
"Remarkable Gardens" label.

This distinction has been granted to, among others, the 
garden of the Château de Chaumont in Oyé (71) with its 
18th century arbour, the gardens of the Château de Bussy-
Rabutin (21) with their maze, statues and views of the 
château and the valley, the water gardens of the Château 
de Châtillon-en-Bazois (58) and those of the Château de 
Barbirey-sur-Ouche (21) where the festival "Entre Cour et 
Jardin" was created,  the Parc du Moulin à Tan in Sens 
(89), the orchards and kitchen gardens of Montigny-sur-
Aube (21),  the Arboretum de La Cude in Mailleroncourt-
Charrette (70) or the workshop-garden of Cressia (39).

Among those that are not yet labelled, the gardens  of 
the Château de Ray-sur-Saône (70), the park and kitchen 
garden of the Château de Sully (71), the Bléneau (89) 
water gardens and the sculpture garden at Marcigny (71) 
illustrate a variety of different approaches. 

www.parcsetjardins-bourgogne.com 
https://jardins-franche-comte-acanthe.fr

PARKS AND GARDENS

Burgundy-Franche-Comté

• The historic park in Dijon
• The botanical gardens of the town and 
  university of Besançon
• The parks and gardens of the former 
  abbeys of Fontenay (21, labelled), Bèze 
  (21), Reigny (89) and Vauluisant (89)  

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The rose garden of the Villages of France
   in La Celle-en-Morvan  (71)
• The archaeological and botanical park at 
  Solutré  (71)
• The L’Herbularium garden at the Morvan 
  Regional Nature Park in Saint-Brisson (58)

DON’T MISS
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Rural life 
in times past

In Burgundy-Franche-Comté, a region deeply attached to its rural 
roots, it is easy to find museums, exhibitions and reconstructions to 
discover how peasants and winegrowers, millers and craftsmen of 
bygone days lived and worked.

From the Morvan to the Saône Vosges and the Bresse, from the banks 
of the Yonne and the Loire to those of the Doubs and the Seille, castles 
turned into museums, peasant houses with their interiors, craftsmen’s 
workshops, school rooms offer so many journeys in the time of the 
"slow civilization" of old. If one can imagine the hardship and toil, the 
festivals perpetuating the traditions, as for them, are very real.

Far from a frozen and cobwebbed past, they are places of life and 
experimentation, of encounters and exchanges where the testimony 
of old goes hand in hand with innovative scenography, digital tools or 
reflection on sustainable development. Some museums even have a 
gîte or bed and breakfast!
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The Bresse, a land of farming and polyculture dotted 
with numerous ponds, boasts a well-asserted personality 
immediately visible in its traditional houses. To discover 
all the facets of the area, the Eco-museum serves as a 
veritable conservatory for its collective memory.

Nobly housed in the former château of the Counts of 
Thiard in Pierre-de-Bresse, it presents in its permanent 
exhibition rooms the natural environment, the history, the 
know-how, the traditional life and the ancient and current 
architecture of the Bresse, without forgetting, of course, 
the famous Bresse poultry. Audio-visual presentations, 
temporary exhibitions and musical entertainments 
throughout the summer provide a range of pleasures 
and invite visitors to return, if only for a stroll in the park 
accompanied with a stop at the tea room. The magnificent 
17th century chateau also houses a gîte for groups.

Its many satellite sites are devoted to themes that present 
traditional Bresse life: the water mills at Sagy (departure 
point for a themed tour), Ratte and Ménétreuil, wheat 
and bread at Verdun-sur-le-Doubs, the forest and wood in 
Saint-Martin-en-Bresse, artisanal chair makers and wicker 
workers at Rancy, tile manufacturers in Varennes-Saint-
Sauveur, vineyards and wine at Cuiseaux, not forgetting 
the Bresse agriculture in Saint-Germain-du-Bois, at 
Maison Plissonnier (with a gîte for groups) in Saint-André-
en-Bresse and at the Bresse Farm – Museum of the 
Terroir in Romenay.

www.ecomusee-bresse71.fr

THE BURGUNDIAN BRESSE ECO-MUSEUM

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Pierre-de-Bresse

• Louhans
• Tournus
• Châlon-sur-Saône

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Museum of Popular Arts and 
  Traditions in Champlitte (70)
• The Eco-museum of the Morvan 

DON’T MISS

Showing off the diversity of the rural houses of the 
Comté is the mission of the open-air Musée des Maisons 
Comtoises in Nancray. Spread across a 15 hectare park, 
27 buildings in different local styles, rebuilt stone by 
stone, sit together in the midst of gardens and relate 
the daily rural life of the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. In 
a landscaped environment made up of underbrush, trails, 
orchards, hedges and a pond, populated by extensive 
wildlife, it provides a life-sized stage.

All around these houses, organically cultivated gardens 
thrive. Historic garden, a garden of forgotten vegetables, 
herb gardens, kitchen gardens, plants for textiles and 
dyeing, a mountain vegetable garden… all of them share 
the same purpose: to better understand the uses and the 
need for these plants. 

A succession of entertainments for young and old alike 
take place throughout the year: demonstrations of 
know-how, tastings of local products, themed visits… all 
transport the visitor back to yesteryear.

Thanks to its diversity, the museum is an ideal facility 
for addressing the concept of sustainable development. 
Living, managing resources and preserving the 
environment… ways of living in harmony with one’s 
environment are observed in the light of local history. 
Understanding how people lived in the 18th century 
may provide us with the blueprint for tackling life in the  
21st  century.

www.maisons-comtoises.org

THE MUSÉE DES MAISONS COMTOISES 

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains / Nancray

• The Comtois Museum at the Citadel 
  of Besançon

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Museum of Popular Arts and 
  Traditions in Champlitte (70)
• The fragmented Eco-museum of the 
  Morvan and its themed houses
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The little market town of Champlitte in Haute-Saône and 
its museums provide a unique conservatory of the rural 
world. The departmental museum of Popular Arts and 
Traditions, housed in the château built from the 16th to the 
18th century, is a reference point in this regard, recently 
awarded the "Ethnopole" label by the Ministry of Culture.

Peasants and artisans of yesteryear are brought back 
with their interiors, techniques, beliefs and customs. From 
wolves and pedlars to the bistro and the fairground turns 
a merry-go-round of past generations.

Three other themed museums allow visitors to discover 
reminders of the land around Champlitte. The Museum 
of Wine Presses (17th and 18th centuries), beneath the 
orangery of the château, evokes the wine growing 
tradition. The Museum of Arts and Techniques traces a 
century of country life and its technological advances.  
The departmental deposit of Sacred Art, opposite the 
Augustinian Convent, collects paintings, sculptures, 
religious vestments.

Situated in the exceptional setting of the Saône Vosges, 
at Château-Lambert, the open-air Musée de la Montagne 
recalls traditional rural society of the early 20th century. 
Peasant houses, the activities of the farms and mills, 
crafts linked to the forest and wood working artisans: the 
entire life of the people of the mountains of that period is 
represented in great detail.

http://musees.haute-saone.fr/champlitte
www.office-tourisme-melisey.fr
Rubriques Loisirs / Musées & Patrimoine

CHAMPLITTE AND CHÂTEAU-LAMBERT

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Champlitte / Haut-du-Them-Château-Lambert

• The château of Ray-sur-Saône (70)
• Gray and Vesoul (70)
• Bèze (21)

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Comtois Museum at the Citadel 
  of Besançon and the Musée des Maisons
  Comtoises in Nancray (25)
• The Eco-museum of Burgundian Bresse 
  and its satellite sites  (71)
• The château of Oricourt (70)

DON’T MISS

For four hundred years, from the 16th to the 19th centuries, 
Clamecy was at the very heart of firewood supply from the 
Morvan Mountains towards Paris. It would arrive by loose log 
drives and be assembled in huge rafts, the "trains" that went 
down the Yonne and the Seine. The port of Clamecy still bears 
the traces of this rich and beautiful history. The small houses 
of the Bethlehem district on the right bank of the Yonne were 
inhabited by families whose entire household, children and 
adults alike, would be employed in this hard labour.

Near Auxerre, as the Yonne gets straighter, two wood trains of 
36m would be coupled into a 72-metre-long whole that would 
flow on to Paris for ten to fifteen days, guided by two floaters 
whilst the children returned on foot to Clamecy. The floaters 
would do the same from Paris, covering 200km in four days, 
before starting once again. 

The activity of the floaters is showcased in an exceptional 
room of the Romain Rolland Museum of Art and History. One 
of its key features is a reconstituted half raft, built exactly as 
the floaters used to do. The “revolutionary” earthenware pieces 
bear witness to the flow of new ideas linked to floating. The 
Timber Floating Eco-Museum, managed by the Confraternity 
of Saint-Nicolas founded in 1738, offers even deeper insight, 
e.g. on the occasion of a water jousting. 

The exceptional collection of graphic creations by Charles 
Loupot at the Romain Rolland museum and Saint-Martin’s 
Gothic collegiate church dominating the town are other 
highlights of a visit to Clamecy.

www.clamecynivernais-tourisme.fr

CLAMECY

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Clamecy

• Nevers and its earthenware
• Vézelay
• The château of Bazoches

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Joigny and Auxerre, major staging posts 
   for the floating industry
• The fragmented Eco-museum of the 
   Morvan and its themed houses
• The reconstruction of a needle weir at 
   Ceriselles

77

LOCATION AND ACCESS: B3   

VISITOR SITES: RURAL LIFE IN TIMES PAST

DON’T MISS



78

LOCATION AND ACCESS: C3  C4   

VISITOR SITES: RURAL LIFE IN TIMES PAST

Among the “pays” of Burgundy-Franche-Comté boasting 
a well-asserted individuality, the Morvan takes pride of 
place. In order to highlight its ethnological and historic 
heritage, a network of museums and themed exhibition 
venues has been created in the spirit of an “Eco-museum”. 
It comprises eight themed houses or museums and three 
associated sites. The last themed house to have opened 
its doors in 2016 is the Museum of Wet Nurses and 
Children in Care in Alligny-en-Morvan.
Around the Mankind and Landscapes centre situated 
at the head office of the Morvan Regional Nature Park 
at Saint-Brisson (58), the following themes have been 
showcased: 
- The Galvachers, carters who were forced to move away 
with their yoke for part of the year to earn their livings, and 
the oral heritage of Burgundy-Franche-Comté, particularly 
rich and enduring in the Morvan, at Anost,
- Breeding and Charolais cattle in Moulins-Engilbert,
- Rye, the characteristic cereal crop of the Morvan, at 
Ménessaire,
- The Resistance in the Morvan at a dedicated museum 
in Saint-Brisson and the Memorial of Dun-les-Places, a 
martyred village, 
- Vauban, one of the leading figures of the Morvan, at his 
birthplace Saint-Léger-Vauban,
And also “Ma p’tite école” at the Lac des Settons, the 
Marchand clog-makers workshop in Gouloux and the 
Wine and Cooperage Centre at Ouroux-en-Morvan.

www.parcdumorvan.org

THE FRAGMENTED ECO-MUSEUM OF THE MORVAN 

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy

• Bibracte
• Autun
• Château-Chinon
• The livestock market of  
  Moulins-Engilbert (58)

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Comtois Museum at the Citadel of 
   Besançon and the Musée des Maisons 
   Comtoises in Nancray (25)
• The Eco-museum of Burgundian Bresse 
   and its satellite sites  (71)
• The Museum of Champlitte (70)
• The livestock market of Saint-
  Christophe-en-Brionnais (71)

DON’T MISS

In the 19th and 20th centuries public and private schools 
were essential venues for education and socialising, 
teachers were leading figures. About half a dozen museums 
throughout the region invite you to sit at a pupil’s desk – 
those that belonged to parents, grandparents or great-
grand-parents – and enjoy the smell of chalk, the violet ink 
and the Vidal-Lablache maps on the walls.

The Schoolhouse in Montceau-les-Mines (71) is home to 
two entirely restored classrooms with the atmosphere of a 
former primary school built in 1882. 

The Nivernais Museum of Education at the former Victor 
Hugo School in Nevers offers a range of activities around a 
classroom of the 1900s. 

Travelling one hundred years back, we arrive at the 
Museum-School of Saint-Christophe-en-Brionnais (71) with 
a classroom from the early 20th century. 

The School Museum of the Chalonnais in Saint-Rémy (71) 
recreates the atmosphere of a classroom in the 1930s. 
Everything here is authentic, from the text books to the 
furniture, including the class photos.

The School of Yesteryear in Château-Chalon (39) lets 
visitors discover the pleasure of writing with a quill in the 
atmosphere of a 1930’s classroom. 

The School-museum of Champagny (21) has preserved all 
the characteristics of the 1950s. A lesson on the blackboard 
awaits pupils for a day.

https://musee-ecole-montceau-71.blogspot.com 
http://museduc.nevers.pagesperso-orange.fr 
www.cep.charolais-brionnais.net 
www.museedelecole.fr 
www.ecole-musee.chateau-chalon.fr 
www.champagny21.fr

THE MUSEUM-SCHOOLS

Burgundy-Franche-Comté

• The Museum of Mine at Blanzy (71)
• Nevers (58)
• The Romanesque Road (71)
• Chalon-sur-Saône (71)
• Arbois (39)
• Dijon (21)

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Museum A. Demard of Champlitte 
   and Château-Lambert 
• Ma P’tite école at Lac des Settons

79VISITOR SITES: RURAL LIFE IN TIMES PAST
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Industrial 
Heritage

Burgundy-Franche-Comté has great natural assets: its clays, salt, 
iron ores and coal, wood and stone, not to mention its rivers and its 
geographical position. No wonder, then, that its industrial vocation is 
both ancient and still very much alive. 

The extraction of Jura salt dates back to Prehistory, manufacturing 
blown glass at La Rochère to the Middle Ages. Iron and steel 
production as well as mining have experienced a particular boom 
since the Ancien Régime, from the forges of the Nivernais to those 
around Belfort.

Ceramics, known since antiquity, were brought to a level of 
international excellence by Italian earthenware potters installed 
in Nevers before 1600, whilst traditional pottery flourished in the 
neighbouring Puisaye.

With the Industrial Revolution, between the mining basins of Blanzy 
and La Machine, Le Creusot became the centre of the Schneider 
industrial empire. Varied productions took off in the industrial valleys 
of Jura and the Saône Vosges. On the heights of the Jura, wood crafts 
produced packaging and toys.

And what would be our daily life without Peugeot cars or the invention 
of Nicephore Niepce from Chalon-sur-Saône: photography?

Everywhere, the genius of the region has its places of memory which 
are as many venues for encounters with men and women from past 
and present, invitations to explore behind the scenes of our own 
environment.

Reliving the Peugeot adventure in all its aspects, like in a 
time machine, is perfectly possible thanks to this museum 
conceived for lovers of classic cars... but not only for 
them. Vehicles, cycles and everyday objects: the Aventure 
Peugeot Museum retraces this great family saga.

Memories and anecdotes are discovered and shared, 
presenting all the facets of the products bearing the 
Peugeot hallmark. Inaugurated in 1988 in Sochaux, the 
museum displays a collection of emblematic items from 
this illustrious family business. 

6,000m² are devoted to the exhibition of nearly 200 cars, 
around one hundred two-wheeled vehicles and more than 
1,000 objects made by the firm: from steel saw blades to 
crinoline petticoats, as well as the coffee grinders used by 
our grandmothers. This journey through time is not only 
an opportunity to take a glance in the rear-view mirror. 
It is full of emotions, innovations and sensations thanks 
to the optical theatre, driving simulators and the general 
ambience and sound effects.

Children aged 7-12 will go mad about the booklet that 
takes them in search of the lion, featuring clues that 
are specially designed for them. For real car lovers, the 
adventure continues at the heart of the PSA Peugeot-
Citroën workshops, with an extremely exclusive two-hour 
guided visit; by reservation only, of course!

www.museepeugeot.com

PEUGEOT MUSEUM

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Sochaux

• The town of  Montbéliard
• Belfort
• The hill and chapel Notre-Dame du Haut 
  at Ronchamp

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Nevers-Magny-Cours (58) circuit 
   and the Conservatoire de la Monoplace 
   Française racing car museum
• The car and motorcycle museum 
  at the château of Savigny-les-Beaune (21)
• The Atelier Bernasse at Toucy (89)
• Vintage Bel Air (from 2019)
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What is now the Museum of Mankind and Industry was 
originally a factory! When it was built, the Château de la 
Verrerie housed the Royal Glass Works of Queen Marie-
Antoinette. In the courtyard, two conical buildings, ancient 
glass-melting furnaces, bear witness to this activity. 

In the 19th century, the site became the residence of the 
Schneider family, influential ironmasters. Their name 
sounded as far away as Brazil and Russia, countries 
for which they produced iron railway bridges here at Le 
Creusot. With its imposing 28-hectare park, little by little 
the place has become the town’s green lung.  

Nowadays, when you push open the doors to the Château 
you are entering the Museum of Mankind and Industry. 
It retraces the history of the town of Le Creusot, from 
its glass and metal works to the coal extraction and 
ceramics that also flourished all along the Canal du 
Centre. Permanent collections, temporary exhibitions, 
lectures, workshops for young people: the Eco-museum 
boasts a great many features.  This great journey into 
industrial history from the 18th century to present day can 
be completed with an interactive visit using tablets at the 
Pavillon de l’Industrie, a new interpretation centre, and by 
exploring the satellite sites of the Eco-museum including 
the Mining Museum at Blanzy (p. 92). The Perrusson Villa 
in Ecuisses is the symbol of the success of the Perrusson-
Desfontaines family, manufacturers of roof and floor 
tiles and of architectural ceramics at the end of the  
19th century. The Briqueterie in Ciry-le-Noble now houses 
exhibitions of contemporary art.

www.ecomusee-creusot-montceau.fr 

THE CREUSOT-MONTCEAU ECO-MUSEUM

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Le Creusot / Montceau-les-Mines

• Autun
• Sully
• Couches

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Tool Manufacture in Nans-sous-
   Sainte-Anne (25) 
• The Maulini Mine Museum in Ronchamp 
   (70)
• The Bernasse workshop in Toucy (89)

DON’T MISS

Nestling within a leafy valley of the department Doubs, the 
edge-tool factury of Nans-sous-Sainte-Anne, a workshop-
farm that produced scythes and cutting tools, was 
founded in 1798.

Taken over in 1865 by the Philibert family, it prospered 
for many years at the forefront of technical advances. 
Evidence of this prowess is found in the turbine, the 
Gramme dynamo producing direct current, and the semi-
diesel motor designed to overcome the irregularities of 
hydraulic energy supply. They were as many innovations, 
on show to today’s visitor who can wander past the 
impressive tilthammers and the bellows made of oak.

In operation until 1969, for a long time this factory was 
one of the most important production sites for scythes 
and cutting tools in France.

This visit allows you to understand the process of 
manufacturing a scythe, or how iron can be transformed 
through the force of water and the ingenuity of mankind. 
With visits to the workshops and video screenings, visitors 
discover how a traditional workshop-farm was organised.

A winner of the National Contest for Endangered 
Masterpieces, the factory is an outstanding witness of the 
region’s architectural and technical heritage. Since 1984, 
the entire Nans-sous-Sainte-Anne edge-tool factory site 
has been listed as a Historic Monument.

www.musees-des-techniques.org

LA TAILLANDERIE TOOL MANUFACTURE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains / Nans-sous-Sainte-Anne

• Besançon
• The Grande Saline salt works-salt museum 
   in Salins-les-Bains (39) and the Salines 
   Royales in Arc-et-Senans (25)
• Pontarlier
• Château de Joux

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Creusot-Montceau Eco-Museum (71) 
• The Forge-museum of Etueffont (90) and 
   the Forge de Baignes (70)
• The Forges et Marine Museum in 
   Guérigny (58)
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The La Rochère glass works is the oldest French glass 
manufacturing site still in operation today. In 1475, 
Simon of Thysac, a gentleman glassmaker from Bohemia, 
acquired the rights to establish a glass works at a place 
known as Les Rochiers. Since then, glass blowing has 
taken place here! 

To the original line of products – window panes in the 
broad sheet technique and drinking glasses for local use 
–a whole range of construction materials made of glass 
have been added since the 19th century. But the classic 
fields of tableware and decorative objects are not outdone 
by them: with a clever mix of ancient traditions and high 
design, La Rochère creations are truly timeless. 

A number of hubs punctuate the visit of the site: a view of 
the glass workers (attention: not open Sunday or Public 
Holidays) and an exhibition rounded off with a video on 
glass working for a technical approach, an art gallery and 
a Japanese garden to offer a cultural touch, not forgetting 
the former hall of the glass works from the 17th century 
serving as an exhibition space and sale room. La Rochère 
offers an astonishing journey into the art of glass that 
takes you back in time, on the edges of the Haute-Saône 
and the Vosges. This company, which has carried the 
Passavant-la-Rochère name far and wide, is now labelled 
Living Heritage.

www.larochere.com

THE LA ROCHÈRE GLASSWORKS

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Passavant-la-Rochère

• Luxeuil
• Vesoul
• Château of Ray-sur-Saône

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Nevers
• Clamecy

DON’T MISS

The Museum of Faience and Fine-Arts of Nevers reopened 
its doors in September 2013 after renovation works lasting 
ten years. It has become a worthy backdrop for an art form 
that has left its mark on the entire town and its region. Duke 
Louis IV Gonzague of Nevers, born in Italy, introduced this art 
form to the town. It was the 16th century, and the artisans 
employed clay and marl that were present in the region. 
Wood from the Morvan fired the kilns, and the River Loire 
guaranteed the delivery of the items produced. 

All of this history is recounted in the museum’s halls. Its 
collection of ceramics boasts 2,500 pieces, including 1,950 
examples of Nevers faience. Large ornamental plates, tiles, 
decorated bottles, statues, decorative plaques; all of its 
“grand feu” earthenware was created in Nevers throughout 
the centuries. Their blue monochromes set them apart 
from the others. Added to this is an exceptional collection 
of figurines in enamelled glass, a technique whose secret 
has been lost. In the fine-arts section, among the collection 
of paintings ranging from the 17th to the 20th century, some 
leading names of the early 20th century (Vlaminck, Seurat, 
Derain, Modigliani, Utrillo, Valadon,…) are not to be missed, as 
well as Art Nouveau glass and ceramic items (Gallé, Daum,…).

The noble art of faience pottery is still alive and well in 
Nevers, where a number of potteries carry on the traditions 
and invent new creations. Without surprise, the “blue thread" 
heritage trail of the town (p.38) also borrows its colour from 
the local earthenware.

www.nevers-tourisme.com

NEVERS TIN-GLAZED EARTHENWARE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Nevers

• La Charité-sur-Loire
• The Museum of the Loire in Cosne-Cours-
  sur-Loire (58)

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Colas faience manufacture, 
  specialized in figurines for king cakes,  
  and the Romain Rolland Museum of Art 
  and History in Clamecy (58)
• The Musée de la Faïencerie at Ancy-le-
   Franc (89)
• The Musée du Prieuré at Charolles (71) 
   and the Musée de la Tour du Moulin at 
   Marcigny (71)
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The Puisaye has been one of the major production sites for 
stoneware in France for a very long time. Throughout the 
centuries, man has learned to work its very particular and 
extremely abundant clay to create objects for everyday life. 
This tradition still lives on, and pottery has become art. 

In Saint-Amand-en-Puisaye, the Museum of Stoneware 
relates four centuries of history with works by artists from 
the Carriès school, the famous ceramist of the 19th century, 
whilst the Maison de la Mémoire Potière provides rare 
evidence of a traditional potter’s workshop of the Puisaye 
from the 19th century. 

Kneading the clay on a wooden "voquouée" board, 
enamelling using a ladle, loading and emptying of the kiln… 
The old workshop at the La Bâtisse pottery in Moutiers, 
with its immense 18th century cave kiln, so dear to the 
writer Colette, is a veritable hymn to ancestral know-how. 
Countless generations of the Gagnat family, potters in the 
Puisaye since the 16th century, have worked here. 

Not far from there, at the Château de Ratilly in Treigny, 
Nathalie Pierlot continues producing pottery according 
to the customary techniques defined since 1952 by her 
mother, a pupil of one of Carriès’s followers. 

The Musée du Grès Ancien stoneware museum in Prémery 
has what is without doubt the largest collection of ancient 
stoneware in France: 1,200 pieces, including more than 250 
works from the Carriès school.

www.poterie-batisse.com / www.grespuisaye.fr 
www.grespuisaye.fr 

THE PUISAYE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy

• The Museum of Art and History of 
   Puisaye in Villiers-Saint-Benoît
• The Birth House of Colette and the 
   Colette Museum in Saint- 
   Sauveur-en-Puisaye
• The Château de Saint-Fargeau and its 
   historical show during the summer
• The Painted Churches Circuit in Puisaye

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The  ecumenical community of Taizé (71) 
  and its ceramic creations 

DON’T MISS

In 1824, at his home in Saint-Loup-de-Varennes, Nicéphore 
Niépce succeeded in fixing the very first photographic image 
in the world.

At this house, Niépce had set up a chemistry laboratory 
and undertook research on a range of subjects, such as the 
internal-combustion engine or the velocipede, the precursor 
of the modern bicycle.

The enthralling story of heliography, as Niépce called it, 
and of its fascinating inventor, can be explored by stepping 
into this house, now a Museum of Photography boasting 
the "Homes of the Illustrious" label. It is home to the 
oldest photographic studio in the world (1855), which was 
discovered not far from here at the home of Joseph Fortuné 
Petiot- Groffier. 

Chalon-sur-Saône, Niépce’s home town, formerly a major 
production site for Kodak, has been associated with 
photography for a very long time. All of its technological 
advances, from its invention onwards, are presented at the 
Nicéphore Niépce Museum of Photography. Here, amateur 
snaps are shown alongside those of renowned artists, the 
very first illustrated newspapers are displayed beside the 
very first photo negatives. Regular exhibitions allow visitors 
to take a glimpse at contemporary creations. 

Around ten communes in the vicinity of Chalon are linked 
by the Route de la Photo. At each stop an element of the 
life of its genius inventor is revealed. At the foot of each 
emblematic site, a tripod has been installed to immortalise 
one’s journey.

www.niepce.com  
www.musee.com

THE BIRTHPLACE OF PHOTOGRAPHY

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Chalon-sur-Saône

• Château of Germolles
• Château of Rully
• Tournus

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• L’Atelier du photographe in La 
   Ferté-Loupière (89) (photographic 
   exhibitions )
• Bourbon-Lancy, the town that hosts 
   the Eté des  Portraits, a major European 
   biennale for professional photographers 
   (even years)
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In 1796, Pierre-Hyancinthe Caseaux, a nail maker by trade, 
had the idea of stretching, twisting and forging a nail in 
order to create a pair of spectacles. His story and that of 
his successors have turned Morez and the Jura Mountains 
into what is still today a global benchmark with regards to 
the design and manufacture of spectacles. Here you find 
a multi-purpose secondary school including professional 
training, a museum with exhibitions and interactive 
workshops and, above all, businesses that carry on 
the know-how. Nearly ten million eyeglass frames are 
produced here annually! Eyewear manufacturers awarded 
the “Meilleur Ouvrier de France” title, designers, artists 
and famous couturiers: the whole world has its eyes on 
spectacles made in Morez.

The Musée de la Lunette in Morez, whose elegant 
contemporary building dominates the town’s central 
square, tells the story of the men and women that set up 
workshops for manufacturing nails, clocks, enamel work 
and finally eyewear on the banks of the River Bienne.

The permanent exhibition explains how the human eye 
works and why it is possible to trick the brain with optical 
illusions. The museum is also home to the Essilor-Pierre 
Marly collection, made up of around 2,500 pieces, which 
retraces the history of spectacles from the 13th century 
to present day. It is complemented by a presentation of 
the production of Morez companies and the prototypes 
for spectacles of the future created by young designers.

www.musee-lunette.fr

MOREZ

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains / Morez

• L’Espace des Mondes Polaires
• Saint-Claude
• The Maison du Mètre Linéaire centre
   in Longchaumois (39)
• The Haut-Jurà Regional Nature Park 
   Vistor Centre in Lajoux (39)

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• La Maison Nicéphore Niepce in Saint-
  Loup-de-Varennes (71)

DON’T MISS

Opened in 1989 and totally renovated in 2012, this 
museum, boasting the "Musée de France" label, is home 
to one of the most beautiful collections of games and toys 
in all Europe. It shows the history of toys from Antiquity 
to present day through a collection of nearly 3,000 toys 
and games from around the globe, relating a history that 
stretches back for 5,000 years. 

The Jura toy industry is magnificently represented here. 
The first pages of its story were written in the Middle 
Ages. The influence of Saint-Claude Abbey in the 13th and 
14th centuries and the flood of pilgrims lie at the origin of 
a strong demand for a variety of religious items turned out 
of wood. As time went by, the artisan peasants of the Jura 
diversified their range of products: chessmen, spools, 
buttons… A few centuries later and the toy industry would 
rise from the art of wood turning. 

This museum, dreamed up for children, adopts an 
approach that is fun, perceptive and innovative. Everything 
has been thought of in order to delight young visitors, to 
encourage personal development and to ensure that their 
visit to this museum is unforgettable. Play areas, both 
inside and outside the museum, invite visitors to enjoy a 
break. With workshop-visits and themed guided tours of 
the museum’s collections on a range of subjects, children 
can also take a practical interest by creating toys in a 
variety of shapes, colours and materials – and they can 
take their creations home with them. 

www.musee-du-jouet.com

THE TOY MUSEUM

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains / Moirans-en-Montagne

• The Mesopotamian Cart and the Syrian
   Warrior figure 
• Eddie, the first generation of teddy
   bear, and the tricycle horse.
• Digital games 

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Orgelet (39)
• Morez
• L’Espace des Mondes Polaires 
• The Musée de Laduz (89) with its 
   collection of popular toys
• The Museum of Popular Arts and 
  Traditions in Champlitte (70)
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Since the 17th  century, the heart of the Haut-Doubs 
has ticked to the rhythm of clocks and watches. From 
neighbouring Switzerland arrived sub-contracting and 
production workshops, where minutes and seconds are 
mastered with infinite precision. The ultimate paradox, 
however, is that in this land of clocks, time is of little 
importance: constructing just one mechanism may take 
months. The Pays Horloger recounts its precious savoir-
faire at the Museum of Clock Making in Morteau. Set within 
a bourgeois residence built in 1576, it invites visitors to 
journey through the history of the measurement of time. 
Countless unique clocks, watches and tools take the visitor 
into the heart of time and let them explore the world of the 
dial. 

At Villers-le-Lac, the Watch Museum lets visitors discover all 
the aspects of making “pocket-sized” timepieces, featuring 
the reconstitution of a workshop with automatons.

In Montécheroux, the Museum of Pliers recalls the 
importance of specialist artisans in the manufacture of 
clockmakers’ tools and the incredible diversity of their 
products, with a reconstructed forge that is in perfect 
working order.

In Besançon, amidst the fabulous Renaissance decor of 
the Palais Granvelle, everything from the very first water-
clocks to the very latest instruments of measurement is 
on display at the Musée du Temps, taking its visitors for a 
stroll along the corridors of time. With 57 dials and 30,000 
pieces, the astronomical clock installed around 1860 in 
the cathedral of the city is a masterpiece of its kind.

www.pays-horloger.com
www.mdt.besancon.fr

THE LAND OF CLOCK-MAKING

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains

• Montbéliard
• Montbenoit

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Frédéric Japy Museum in 
   Beaucourt (90)

DON’T MISS

The Comté’s Museums of Techniques and Cultures are now 
collectively known as “Engrenages, a network of industrial 
heritage sites and museums”.

Transmission of energy, coordination, distinct cogwheels 
working together – these images gave rise to “Engrenages” 
(Gears). The network groups together 19 sites, including 
two in Switzerland:

In Haute-Saône: the Glass and Crystal manufacture of 
La Rochère, the Pays de la Cerise (Cherry Country) Eco-
museum at Fougerolles and the Maulini Mine Museum at 
Ronchamp. 

In the Belfort area: the Forge-Museum of Étueffont and the 
Japy Museum at Beaucourt. 

In the Doubs: the tool manufacture at Nans-sous-Sainte-
Anne. 

In the Jura: the Grande Saline salt works and museum 
at Salins-les-Bains, the Forges of Syam, the Spectacles 
Museum at Morez, the Woodcrafts Museum at Bois 
d’Amont and the Toy Museum at Moirans-en-Montagne.

Highlighting industrial sites from times past, these venues 
are rich in technical and social history that is brought back 
to life thanks to museographic presentations. 

www.musees-des-techniques.org

THE “ENGRENAGES” NETWORK

91VISITOR SITES: INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE
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A town named La Machine represents a whole programme 
in itself. Here as well as in Blanzy near Montceau-les-
Mines, museums keep alive the memory of the miners 
by taking visitors deep inside what was once the working 
environment of these men with blackened faces. Their 
descendants, guardians of this culture, know just how to 
bring these visits to life.

Prior to the major advancements in metallurgy made thanks 
to the use of coal, an initial technological step was taken at 
the Grande Forge of Buffon, close to the iron ore deposits 
of the Châtillonnais. Buffon, the great naturalist and local 
landlord, had a model factory built here around 1770. His 
memory is also recalled at the Museum of Montbard, his 
birthplace.

This tradition of innovation and of challenges taken up 
has not died away. In Digoin, a town of ceramic industry, 
a team of women has recently breathed new life into 
La Manufacture creating stoneware, kitchenware and 
garden pots according to a tradition that has been gently 
modernised.

www.mairie-la-machine.fr
www.lacharitesurloire-tourisme.com
www.ecomusee-creusot-montceau.fr
www.grandeforgedebuffon.com
www.ot-montbard.fr 
www.musee-ceramique-digoin.fr
manufacturededigoin.com

PLACES OF TECHNICAL INNOVATION

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy

• The Mining Museum – Training Mine 
  in La Machine (58)
• The Mining Museum in Blanzy (71)
• Parc Buffon with Buffon’s study in 
  Montbard (21)
• The Route des Hauts-Fourneaux (Route 
  of Blast Furnaces) trail in the 
  Châtillonnais (21)
• The Ceramic Museum in Digoin (71)

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Mining Museum in Ronchamp (70)
• The Eco-museum of Creusot-Montceau (71)
• The Circuit of Metallurgical Sites around
  the Forest of Bertranges (58)

DON’T MISS

Creativity 
and collections

93

The artistic heritage of Burgundy-Franche-Comté does not simply 
restrict itself to that of a glorious past. Contemporary creativity also 
has a role to play. 

Places dedicated to contemporary art, both public and private, 
present permanent and temporary exhibitions where major names on 
the international art scene rub shoulders with young talent from home 
and abroad. 

Creations are carried out on demand, in particular in the field of 
stained-glass windows, where major contemporary projects rival 
medieval examples that are among the most beautiful in all France.

Donations made by collectors or by former French President François 
Mitterrand, attached to his former electoral heartland, have provided 
Burgundy-Franche-Comté with collections of works and objets d’art of 
international standing. 



94

The region boasts major series of contemporary stained-
glass windows, above all those at Nevers cathedral. 
Following the bombardments of 1944 that destroyed the 
original windows, renowned contemporary artists, not 
necessarily with any experience in working with glass, 
were commissioned by the Ministry of Culture to create 
replacements. The result was 130 bays totalling 1,052m² 
of art in light and glass, painting every day new pictures 
on the columns and floors of the building and designed by 
leading names in abstract art: Alberola, Viallat, Honegger, 
Ubac, Rouan, associated with high-quality master glaziers. 

Other famous sets: the stained-glass panels created by 
Fernand Léger around 1950 for the contemporary church 
of Sacré-Cœur in Audincourt near Montbéliard, Alfred 
Manessier’s windows for Saint-Agatha’s church in Les 
Bréseux (25) from the same period, the first contemporary 
stained-glass windows to be placed in a historic 
monument, then the windows and  grisailles of the nave 
of Saint-Philibert in Tournus (1964-67) by Brigitte Simon, 
who was one of a long line of master glass workers that 
stretches back to the 17th century, the 46 glass panels 
(1995-1997) by Gérard Garouste for the Gothic church 
of Notre-Dame in Talant (21) and finally the windows 
created by Christopher Wool for the cloistral buildings of 
La Charité-sur-Loire in 2012. 

www.nevers-tourisme.com
www.paysdemontbeliard-tourisme.com
www.tournus-tourisme.com
www.destination dijon.com
www.lacharitesurloire-tourisme.com

THE ART OF STAINED-GLASS

Burgundy-Franche-Comté

• The great series of medieval 
   stained-glass in the cathedrals of Sens
   and Auxerre
• The medieval windows at the churches of
   Notre-Dame in Semur-en-Auxois and 
   Dijon

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The twelve windows  (the Tribes of Israel) 
   at the synagogue in Dijon by the painter 
   and glass worker Eugène Oudinot 
   (around 1880)
• The 117 windows of the church of Sacré-
   Cœur in Dijon (1930s)
• The windows of the Cistercian abbey 
   church of Acey (39) 

VISITOR SITES: CREATIVITY AND COLLECTIONS

DON’T MISS
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Château-Chinon, capital of the Morvan, has boasted two 
special museums for the last thirty years or so.   

The Musée du Septennat, within the former Sainte-Claire 
convent of the 18th century featuring a modern extension, 
brings together the gifts received by François Mitterrand, 
former mayor of this town, during his Presidency of 
France. Alongside portraits and insignia, it also includes 
extremely rich collections of art and crafts from all five 
continents, evidence of the know-how and the mentality 
of each country, but also a glimpse of how France is 
perceived around the globe.

In a neighbouring former 18th century mansion house, the 
Musée du Costume traces the history of clothing from 
the 17th to the 20th century in an attractive presentation 
enhanced by thoroughly modern museography. From the 
habits worn by peasants to grand evening dress, fashion 
accessories and theatrical costumes, in the midst of this 
collection we can discover “The Ladies’ Delight”.

Enriched by a third section designed as an introduction to 
the Morvan, these two museums plan to merge in the next 
few years in order to create the museum complex “Cité 
Muséale” of Château-Chinon. Work begins in 2018.

www.ville-chateau-chinon.fr
www.cg58.fr

THE CITÉ MUSÉALE OF CHÂTEAU-CHINON 

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Château-Chinon

• Autun
• Nevers
• The fragmented Ecomusée of the Morvan

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Donation of François Mitterrand 
   (paintings) made to the Romain Rolland 
   Museum of Art and History in Clamecy  
• The Musée du Costume in Avallon(89)

LOCATION AND ACCESS: C3   

DON’T MISS
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Thanks to the Donation Maurice Jardot, the town of 
Belfort now boasts one of the finest collections of modern 
art in Burgundy-Franche-Comté. 

Maurice Jardot, a native of the Belfort area, presided over 
the prestigious Kahnweiler-Leiris art gallery in Paris from 
1956 to 1996, around forty years in total. 

In 1997, he donated to the town of Belfort an initial 
selection of 110 works from his personal collection. It 
figured some of the leading names in 20th century art: 
Georges Braque, Fernand Léger, Juan Gris, Marc Chagall, 
Le Corbusier and also Picasso. Two years later, in 1999, 
the  Donation Maurice Jardot opened in Belfort, housed 
within a building from the end of the 19th century, the 
former family home of the poet Léon Deubel. A second 
donation of 40 other works would follow in 2002. 

This prestigious collection, highly representative of the 
work of this famous art dealer over almost half a century, 
constitutes what is currently a benchmark collection of 
the highest order of 20th century art.

Visitors can benefit from the use of free audio-guides 
(in French, English and German) when exploring the 
works and the life of Maurice Jardot and Daniel-Henry 
Kahnweiler, leading figures in the history of modern art.

www.belfort-tourisme.com

THE DONATION MAURICE JARDOT, BELFORT

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / The Vosges Massif / Belfort

• The town of Belfort
• Montbéliard
• Besançon
• The Aventure Peugeot Museum 

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Musée Zervos in Vézelay
• The Granville Donation at the Museum
   of Fine-Arts in Dijon (reopening in 2019)

LOCATION AND ACCESS: F2   

DON’T MISS

In Burgundy and in Franche-Comté, the Regional 
Contemporary Art Funds are made up of rich contemporary 
art works of all types and have been in existence since the 
creation of FRAC by Minister of Culture Jack Lang in 1982. 

Originally located in Dole, the FRAC Franche-Comté 
moved to Besançon in 2005 before finding a home in the 
buildings of the Cité des Arts et de la Culture in 2013. This 
building designed by Japanese architect Kengo Kuma is 
situated at the foot of the citadel of Besançon and also 
houses the Conservatoire. It is built on a two hectare site 
on what was the river port of Besançon in the 1930s, 
alongside the River Doubs, where it brings a new urban 
note whilst still respecting the location’s history.

The collection acquired by the FRAC, featuring more than 
500 contemporary art works from over 200 artists in 
2012, is made up of paintings, photographs, sculptures, 
installations, graphic works, textiles, audio-visual pieces... 
with the question of time (memory, duration...) supplying 
the guiding line .

The FRAC Bourgogne, boasting a collection of 650 
works that represent 240 artists, enjoys a permanent 
exhibition space in Dijon within the city’s former Bains du 
Nord baths, next to the 19th century market hall, where it 
regularly organises temporary exhibitions. Together with 
Le Consortium (p.98) and the Interface gallery apartment, 
it makes Dijon a hotbed of contemporary art.

www.frac-franche-comte.fr
www.frac-bourgogne.org

THE FRAC OF BESANÇON AND DIJON

Burgundy-Franche-Comté

• Besançon
• Dijon
• The Climats of the Burgundy wine region

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Centre for Contemporary Art of the 
   Parc Saint-Léger in Pougues-les-Eaux 
   (58)
• The Abéïcité in Corbigny (58)
• ARCADE, Design in the countryside 
   at Sainte-Colombe-en-Auxois (21)
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The Le Consortium Centre for Contemporary Art, managed 
by the association Coin du Miroir, has been active in Dijon 
since 1977 and obtained the Centre d’Art label in 1982.

Its objectives are to produce and exhibit contemporary 
works, enrich public heritage in this field and to 
disseminate and to offer training in the art of today. 
Le Consortium also adopts an approach that involves 
reflecting on and experimenting in the fields of cultural 
engineering and the administration of cultural and artistic 
activities associated with the Living Arts.

Since 2011, Le Consortium has been housed in premises 
that were rehabilitated and extended by Japanese 
architect Shigeru Ban (Pritzker Prize 2014) where it boasts 
an exhibition space in excess of 4,000m². A platform for 
encounters and exchanges at the disposal of artists and 
the general public, a centre for resources, orientation 
and information, an auditorium and a venue for cultural 
mediation complete this site. Temporary exhibitions 
welcome renowned international artists as well as up-and-
coming talents.

Jointly with the Domaine de la Romanée-Conti, in 2012 
Le Consortium created the Conti Academy. Situated in a 
18th century building, the former winery of the Prince of 
Conti in Vosne-Romanée, the Conti Academy hosts one or 
two exhibitions a year. Bertrand Lavier and John Armleder 
were among the first to be invited to exhibit.

www.leconsortium.fr

LE CONSORTIUM

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Dijon

• Dijon
• The Climats of the Burgundy wine region
• Beaune

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The FRAC of Burgundy in Dijon and of 
   Franche-Comté in Besançon 
• The Centre for Contemporary Art of the 
   Parc Saint-Léger in  Pougues-les-
   Eaux (58)
• The Abéïcité in Corbigny (58)
• ARCADE, Design in the countryside at 
   Sainte-Colombe-en-Auxois (21)

98

LOCATION AND ACCESS: D3   

VISITOR SITES: CREATIVITY AND COLLECTIONS

DON’T MISS

Places dedicated to contemporary art are numerous 
in Burgundy-Franche-Comté, usually thanks to private 
initiatives, sometimes combining with the attractiveness 
of an area that is famous for its Romanesque sculpture 
treasures.

The Centre for Contemporary Art of the Parc Saint-Léger 
in Pougues-les-Eaux near Nevers offers a significant 
programme of exhibitions throughout the year, as well as 
residencies for artists and the production of works and 
books by artists. 

In Marcigny, on the banks of the Loire, two strangers 
initially attracted by the Cluniac art that is present across 
the region created two venues devoted to contemporary 
art: 

The Frank Popper Centre for Contemporary Art is a place 
for meetings, exhibitions, encounters and research into 
the cinematic arts, created by Popper’s student, Frantz 
Späth. 

The Maison d’Art Bourgogne du Sud – Jardin de 
Sculptures hosts individual exhibitions by international 
and regional artists and, most notably, sculptures in the 
adjoining gardens, around the works of its founder, the 
German expressionist painter Hartlib Rex. 

www.parcsaintleger.fr 
www.cac-frank-popper.fr 
www.collectionrex.com 

OTHER PLACES DEDICATED TO CONTEMPORARY ART 

Burgundy-Franche-Comté

• Nevers
• The Romanesque Road

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Regional Centre for Contemporary 
   Art of Tremblay in Fontenoy-en-Puisaye
   (89)
• La Fabuloserie (outsider art) in Charny-
   Orée-de-Puisaye (89)
• The faience manufacturers at Nevers
• The House of Contemporary Mosaic in 
  Paray-le-Monial
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The Homes 
of  the Illustrious
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Vauban, Nicéphore Niepce, Victor Hugo, Louis Pasteur, Gustave 
Courbet, Colette… 

A great many personalities that forged our political, social and cultural 
history were born or have chosen to live in Burgundy-Franche-Comté. 

The region is lucky enough to boast around twenty "Homes of the 
Illustrious" out of a total of 212 that were listed in mainland France 
and across the DOM-TOM between 2011 and 2016. 

The label granted by the Ministry for Culture distinguishes the homes 
and workplaces of men and women who put their stamp on their time.

It is a rich heritage that, in the course of a visit, allows us to enter into 
the intimacy of these great figures so that we may better understand 
their works.

These homes await visitors for an intimate encounter with painters, 
collectors, writers, scientists and philosophers and many others. 

Engineer, military architect, town planner, essayist... 
Sébastien Le Prestre, Marquis of Vauban (1633-1707), 
left his mark on France under Louis XIV by building nearly 
300 fortresses and military structures. In his study at the 
Château de Bazoches he designed many of his defence 
works. Here we can view, most notably, the prototype 
that convinced Louis XIV of the strategic usefulness of 
the famous "relief maps", three-dimensional geographical 
representations used by military staffs of the time. 

Vauban acquired the lordship of Bazoches thanks to the 
bonus granted to him by the King following the siege of 
Maastricht. He transformed the medieval fortress into a 
residence, but above all into a place of work for his team 
of engineers. 

Bazoches was also an observation post used for studying 
the local rural economy in the "Election" (financial region) 
of Vézelay that inspired his works on agriculture, forestry, 
currency and the sciences, works which he himself 
entitled, with tongue in cheek, his "Oisivetés" (Idleness). 
Also on display at Bazoches: the famous "Dîme Royale", 
published without royal consent towards the end of his 
life, which roused the ire of Louis XIV.

His descendants and current owners of the chateau 
carefully preserve the many souvenirs of their illustrious 
ancestor: armour, bed chamber, study and library. 

www.chateau-bazoches.com

THE CHÂTEAU DE BAZOCHES 

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Bazoches

• Avallon
• Vézelay
• Clamecy

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The citadel and fortifications by Vauban 
   in Besançon
•  The fortifications by Vauban at the 
   citadel of Belfort and at the Château 
   de Joux (25)
• Auxonne and its arsenal built 
  by Vauban
• The Vauban Museum in  Saint-Léger-
   Vauban (89)
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“This century was two years old …”  Victor Hugo (1802-
1885) was born in Besançon because his father, an army 
officer, was stationed here. Despite spending many years 
in Paris and after an exile of 19 years (Brussels, Jersey and 
Guernsey) for having criticised the coup by Napoleon III  
in 1851, Hugo never forgot the town where he was born. 
In 1880 he wrote a letter to the people of Besançon to 
thank them for placing a commemorative plaque on his 
birth house.

This house celebrates the author’s achievements and 
major endeavours. An exhibition venue that is accessible 
to all, educational and attractive, it was not designed 
as a museum but rather as a living space for reflection. 
Themes that were dear to the poet and are still at the heart 
of today’s major social, ideological and political debates 
are dealt with on the first floor. The ground floor fixes 
Hugo within the town of his birth. Just as it did in 1802, 
the arcade of shops to the right is home to the former 
Baratte pharmacy, named after its founder. Documents 
and archives, hand-written letters, busts... give evidence 
of his links with Besançon, a town he never returned to.

The images, film clips and speeches available via the 
audio-guide bring to life this encounter with a leading 
figure of French literary Romanticism.

www.besancon-tourisme.com

THE BIRTH HOUSE OF VICTOR HUGO

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Besançon

• Besançon
• The Musée du Temps

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Ornans and the Musée Courbet , 
  correspondant of Victor Hugo
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Gustave Courbet (1819-1877) was from a family of land 
owners from the Doubs. His father Régis had some 
property in the village of Flagey. After a fire, the Courbets 
moved in with the Hébert family in Ornans. Their house 
provided the initial site for the Musée Courbet that is now 
located within a complex of three historic buildings with a 
contemporary extension on the banks of the Loue.

Within the museum, a trail evokes the career of this local 
boy, from Ornans to Paris, the rupture he brought about 
in the art world and the artistic milieu he frequented, 
followed by his political activities and his subsequent 
exile and death in Switzerland.

The family farm in Flagey, a symbolic site that had a 
strong influence on the work of Courbet, has been entirely 
restored thanks to a cultural project entitled "Pays de 
Courbet, pays d’artiste" and includes three guest rooms, 
a literary café, an exhibition space and an area devoted to 
artistic workshops and entertainments.

Around Ornans, it is possible to go to the sites where 
Gustave Courbet set his easel and painted the landscapes 
of his childhood, fixing the identity of the Loue and Lison 
valleys forevermore. The five Courbet Trails plunge visitors 
into his landscapes and life, in amongst the springs, rocks, 
forests and stones that abound with history. 

www2.doubs.fr/courbet
www.destinationlouelison.com

 GUSTAVE COURBET COUNTRY

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains / Ornans

• Besançon
• The springs of rivers Loue and Lison
• Retour de la foire (portrait of his father)

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The Musée Gérôme in Vesoul
• The Musée Zervos in Vézelay
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Louis Pasteur (1822-1895), born in Dole, remained 
attached to the Jura and his home in Arbois throughout 
his life. This home and his birth house both bear the 
"Homes of the Illustrious" label. 

The first museum dedicated to Pasteur, his birth house 
occupies a central place in the creation of his legend. 
This savant personally came here towards the end of 
his life to unveil a plaque on its façade. Complete with 
personal items and documents, this venue retraces his 
scientific work. More than just a museum, it is a place 
where science and the role of scientists are questioned 
by means of an artistic, social and symbolic approach. 
The Pasteur Workshop offers discovery activities that 
are accessible to all and are presented in the spirit of 
education for sustainable development.

Louis Pasteur’s home in Arbois, which he returned to 
every year, is an absolutely unique heritage site. Preserved 
as it was, it plunges the visitor into the life and work of 
this scientist. Here he combined business with pleasure: 
surrounded by his family and friends in the lounge or 
dining room, he could devote himself entirely to his 
research in his private laboratory. The digital app for this 
visit allows us to delve into the private life of this genius 
thanks to testimonials from those closest to Pasteur.

Following the Pasteur Trail lets us make unexpected 
discoveries, from the places of his family life to his 
experimental vineyard close to Arbois. 

www.terredelouispasteur.fr

LOUIS PASTEUR’S HOMES

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Arbois / Dole

• Dole, town of art and history, former 
   capital of Franche-Comté
• Arbois

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The mural dedicated to Pasteur 
   in Besançon
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"My house remains for me what it always was: a relic, 
a burrow, a citadel, the museum of my youth..." Sidonie 
Gabrielle Colette (1873-1954) was born in Saint-Sauveur-
en-Puisaye. Here, in her birth house, within its walls 
and in its gardens, with her mother Sido, she acquired 
knowledge of plants and animals and sharp attention to 
anything alive, as well as her love of freedom and the art 
of perceiving the world through all her senses that would 
become the hallmarks of a unique style.

Open to the public since 2016, her home offers visitors 
a journey back in time to encounter the most famous 
daughter of Burgundy. The house and gardens have been 
faithfully recreated: the colours, the wallpapers and the 
furniture all allow us to rediscover an ambiance that 
was so dear to Colette. Throughout the year, her house 
also hosts festivals, lectures, conferences, concerts, 
workshops and screenings.

Colette is one of France’s greatest ever writers, someone 
who took the French language to a level of perfection that 
has rarely been equalled. She was also one of the most 
liberated women of her time, a source of inspiration for 
generations of readers, both male and female.

More than just a writer’s home, the birth house of Colette 
is the threshold of her literary creation. As you enter the 
door, you penetrate an enchanted and enchanting world. 
The Colette Museum in the castle of Saint-Sauveur allows 
to deepen the discovery of the author and of her work.

www.maisondecolette.fr
www.puisaye-tourisme.fr

COLETTE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy / Saint-Sauveur-en-Puisaye

• The pottery of La Bâtisse in Moutiers-
   en-Puisaye
• The Museum of Art and History of 
   Puisaye in Villiers-Saint-Benoît
• Guédelon
• The château de Saint-Fargeau

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Besançon, where Colette lived.
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The Château de Germolles has been granted the label as a 
residence of the illustrious ducal couple of Phillip the Bold 
and his wife Margaret of Flanders (p. 68).

In Bissy-sur-Fley, Pontus de Tyard’s château keeps alive the 
memory of this poet of La Pléiade who was also a man of 
the Church and a scientist.

Dedicated to the naturalist Georges Louis Leclerc, Count of 
Buffon, his museum located in Montbard retraces the life 
path of this major figure of the Enlightenment. 

Not far from there, the Château de Bussy-Rabutin, place of 
exile for Madame de Sévigné’s cousin, displays numerous 
portraits among its astonishing decoration.

In the apartment where he was born in Lons-le-Saunier, a 
presentation of his major work, La Marseillaise, pays tribute 
to Rouget-de-Lisle.

Nicéphore Niepce took the world’s first photograph from 
the window of his home at Saint-Loup-de-Varennes (p. 87).

The Romain Rolland Museum of Art and History in Clamecy, 
which includes his birth house, retraces the significant 
moments of his life. His last home in Vézelay houses his 
bedroom-study and the collection of art of Yvonne and 
Christian Zervos (Picasso, Kandisky, Giacometti…). Their 
house at the place known as La Goulotte also bears the 
label.

Jacques Copeau’s home in Pernand-Vergelesses is still a 
place of creativity, continuing the work of this great figure 
of 20th century theatre.

Currently a residence for writers, the Maison Jules Roy in 
Vézelay is devoted to the author who retired here in 1978.

https://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com

OTHER ILLUSTRIOUS FIGURES

• Chalon-sur-Saône
• The Maison de la Vache Qui Rit 
  in Lons-le-Saunier (39)
• Abbey of Fontenay
• Beaune 
• The Climats of the Burgundy wine region
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Heritage 
routes 
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Some themes among the manifold cultural heritage of Burgundy-
Franche-Comté have given rise to specific itineraries.

Terra Salina, a cross-border network with neighbouring Switzerland 
dedicated to salt and its trade, lets visitors discover the area between 
Dole and the Swiss border.

The Romanesque Road in Southern Burgundy connects more than 
sixty Romanesque churches and chapels across an area very much 
influenced by Cluny.

The Network of murals in Puisaye-Forterre brings together fifteen of 
the most beautiful churches in this country rich in ochre deposits.

The Slavery Abolition Route is a national network of sites linked to 
the heroic process of conquering human dignity for former slaves, a 
process born in Burgundy-Franche-Comté by popular protests.

The Absinthe Trail, also crossing the Swiss border, invites visitors 
to rediscover the charms of the "Green Fairy", travelling through the 
pastoral landscapes of the Haut Doubs.

Among the major wine-growing regions, Burgundy-Franche-Comté 
stands out for its rich heritage linked to vine and wine. Its vineyard 
discovery routes are as many cultural routes.



The Puisaye, located in the north-east of the region on the 
borders of the Gâtinais, boasts a soil that is clayey and 
rich in "powdered gold": ochre. For centuries, this was one 
of the leading centres for mining ochre, a natural colouring 
with multiple applications. Veritable industrial companies 
extracted this "yellow gold of Puisaye", processing it 
and exporting it around the globe. Today, a quarry still 
operates at Saint-Amand-en-Puisaye.

The singularity of this local resource lies in the fact 
that the ochre here present exists naturally in a pure 
state. From yellow, red ochre is made by calcination. In 
Puisaye, ochre enhances the polychrome features of the 
local architecture, used alongside brick or ferruginous 
sandstone. It also lights up countless religious buildings.

The oldest murals date back to the 12th century, and this 
art form continued to develop up until the 20th century. 
The paintings deal with a range of subjects; religious, 
popular or decorative. They provide precious evidence of 
the way of life, the thinking and the beliefs of the periods 
in which they were created.

Sixteen churches and chapels open their doors, from 
the most confidential to the most well-known, such as 
the one at La Ferté-Loupière that is home to one of the 
rare Danses Macabres in France, or Moutiers-en-Puisaye 
with its nave covered in paintings, mostly Gothic but also 
Romanesque. 

www.puisaye-tourisme.fr

THE NETWORK 
OF MURAL PAINTINGS IN THE PUISAYE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy

• The medieval construction site at 
   Guédelon and the Château de Ratilly
   in Treigny
• Saint-Sauveur-en-Puisaye with the 
   museum and birth house of Colette
• The Château de Saint-Fargeau and its
   historical show in the summer
• La Fabuloserie (outsider art) in Charny-
  Orée-de-Puisaye
• Auxerre

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• The monks’ chapel at Berzé-la-Ville (71)
• The church of Vault-de-Lugny (89)
• The châteaux of Ancy-le-Franc and Tanlay
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How do you "read" a religious building that doesn’t feature 
in any of the guides when visiting it by yourself? How do 
you decipher its decor, understand its history and go further 
than simply saying; "Ah, how pretty!"?

The "Chemins du Roman" Romanesque Road provides an 
answer for the Romanesque churches and chapels of the 
Charolais-Brionnais. In a small area, visitors can find an 
exceptional variety of buildings around the Cluniac hub of 
Paray-le-Monial (p. 26). Solemn former monastic churches, 
modest parish churches or humble chapels, in ochre 
sandstone, pink granite or golden limestone, all volumes 
outlined by columns and arcades or on the contrary richly 
sculpted: the entire world of Romanesque art can be 
revealed to anyone who takes the Chemins du Roman trails.

These three circuits link more than 60 buildings that are 
entirely or partially Romanesque and have been equipped 
with interpretation and information facilities in three 
languages (French, English and German). Panels illustrated 
with architectural drawings allow visitors to understand 
each site and leaflets are freely available. A selection of 
buildings with areas offering adequate network coverage 
is fitted with QR-codes giving additional information, 
including touristic information on accommodation and 
restaurants nearby. Semur-en-Brionnais, birthplace of 
Abbot Hugh, builder of Cluny III, Anzy-le-Duc priory, Perrecy-
les-Forges and Gourdon (murals) are among the major 
sites with QR-codes.

www.cep.charolais-brionnais.net

THE ROMANESQUE ROAD

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Burgundy

• Paray-le-Monial
• Charolles
• The Châteaux of Drée and Digoine (71)

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Cluny
• The Painted Churches network in  
   Puisaye (89)
• Vézelay

LOCATION AND ACCESS: C4  C5  D4   
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Salt trade from Franche-Comté to Switzerland began to 
flourish in the 18th century. A network of routes fanned 
out from the major production sites. Blending nature and 
heritage, the Terra Salina invites you to discover this past 
with more than 200 km of trails along these historic salt 
trading routes.

The historic Via Salina links Arc-et-Senans and Bern, 
passing through Levier. The salt being transported 
on carts pulled by oxen or horses, a great many small 
bridges and floating bridges were constructed to cross 
the numerous watercourses for greater convenience. In 
Switzerland, to facilitate its transport and reduce costs, 
it would be transported on the lakes. On the French side 
of the border, the historic Via Salina can only be travelled 
by car.

The touristic Via Salina is a walking trail that links the 
discovery of natural heritage and the cultural wealth of the 
Jura arc. Combining spas, history, remarkable landscapes 
and UNESCO sites, the itinerary leads along historic salt 
trading routes and is ideal for beginners and experienced 
walkers alike.

The Gabelous Trail (Salt tax collectors’ trail) completes 
the list, more or less following the traces of a brine canal 
that allowed the Saline Royale salt works at Arc-et-Senans 
to receive brine from the Grande Saline in Salins-les-Bains. 

www.terrasalina.eu

TERRA SALINA

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Arc-et-Senans / Salins-les-Bains / La Cluse-et-Mijoux

• Besançon
• Pontarlier and the Château de Joux, an 
   important stopping point along the salt 
   route

ALSO IN THE REGION:
• Dole
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Franche-Comté, Alsace and Lorraine, joined a few years 
later by Burgundy, came together in 2004 to create 
the "Slavery Abolition Route", made up of five key 
remembrance sites.

The House of Négritude and Human Rights is based in 
Champagney (70), a modest village whose inhabitants 
demanded the abolition of slavery just before the 
Revolution of 1789 through their Cahier de Doléances 
(List of Grievances). It forcefully illustrates the conditions 
in which the slave trade operated.  

The Château de Joux (p. 27) in La Cluse-et-Mijoux (25) 
served as a prison and tomb for Toussaint Louverture, the 
iconic opponent of the black slave trade. His prison cell is 
part of the visit.

The Maison Anne-Marie Javouhey in Chamblanc (21) is the 
family home of the founder of the Sisters of Saint-Joseph 
of Cluny, a congregation specialized in the education of 
poor children. This pioneering abolitionist brought about 
the liberation of a great many slaves in the farming colony 
of Mana in Guyana, of which she was the director.

All along this route, visitors will also find the home of 
the Abbé Grégoire in Embernil and, finally, the Maison 
Schoelcher in Fessenheim. This last site depicts the 
destiny of Victor Schoelcher, defender of Human Rights 
and architect of the abolition of slavery in France and 
across all French colonies in 1848.

www.abolitions.org

THE SLAVERY ABOLITION ROUTE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté

• Luxeuil-les-Bains (70)
• Pontarlier (25)
• Beaune (21)

DON’T MISS



112 VISITOR SITES:  HERITAGE ROUTES 

A variety of mugwort, absinthe is a perennial plant that 
is greatly aromatic and grows across all of Europe. The 
plants of the Franco-Swiss Jura have an incomparable 
aroma and are vastly superior to those of any other 
region. Its medicinal properties have been recognised 
since Antiquity.

At the end of the 18th century, absinthe, mixed with other 
plants, was turned into a macerated or distilled beverage. 
In the 19th century, Pontarlier, capital of the Haut-Doubs, 
located at an altitude of 837 metres, also became the 
absinthe capital.

From 1830 onwards the consumption of absinthe really 
took off, thanks to the involuntary support of French 
colonial troops who used it to purify their drinking water. 

Prohibited at the start of the 20th century because of its 
unsavoury reputation and, subsequently, enjoyed in secret 
until its recent rehabilitation in 2011, the Green Fairy 
reveals itself all along the “Absinthe Route”, a Franco-
Swiss itinerary devoted to this drink. It connects all the 
touristic sites associated with absinthe. 

Thanks to an original and entertaining trail, the Absinthe 
Route transports visitors from the plantations to the 
drying rooms, from museums to gastronomic products, 
from distilleries to festivals...

This culture so typical of Switzerland and Franche-Comté 
reveals itself along a journey into the heart of Absinthe 
Country, from Pontarlier to the edges of the Val de Travers.

www.routedelabsinthe.com

THE ABSINTHE ROUTE

Burgundy-Franche-Comté / Jura Mountains

• Pontarlier (25)
• The lake of Saint-Point (25)
• The château de Joux (25)
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THE WINE ROUTES

In Burgundy-Franche-Comté, wine is an integral part of 
the culture and even the history of the region. The very 
first "Climats" evidenced in writing actually appeared 
from the 6th century onwards, starting with the famous 
Chambertin! Bishops, monks, Princes, wine producers 
and merchants shaped the winegrowing areas with their 
enclosed vineyards and villages, building "cabottes" (dry-
stone sheds) among the vines and wine cellars in the 
towns. Their successors develop this heritage on touristic 
venues ranging from wine presses to châteaux, from 
wine cellars to museums and multimedia interpretation 
centres. 

This wine culture takes the form of around ten major 
vineyards that are covered by seven wine routes:

- The Grands Crus de Bourgogne Route, linking the Côte 
de Nuits and the Côte de Beaune,

- The Grands Vins de Bourgogne Route in the Côte 
Chalonnaise,

- The Mâconnais-Beaujolais Wine Route,

- The Crémants Route in the Châtillonnais,

- The touristic route through the vineyards of the Yonne, 
around Chablis, Auxerre, Tonnerre and Vézelay,

- The Jura Wines Route,

- The Coteaux de Pouilly-Sancerre Route, around Pouilly-
sur-Loire.

An oenology course, a B&B or a tasting on a wine grower’s 
estate, the visit – classic or digital – of an archaeological 
site, a monastic wine cellar, a collection of traditional 
tools or a themed site: whatever the approach may be, 
exploring them will mean to savour an entire civilisation.

https://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com

Burgundy-Franche-Comté

• The Château du Clos de Vougeot and 
  the Climats of Burgundy 
• Beaune and its Maison des Climats 
  centre
• Chalon-sur-Saône and its Maison
  des Vins
• The châteaux de Germolles 
   and Rully (71)
• Mâcon and its Maison des Vins
• Châtillon-sur-Seine and the Treasure of Vix 
• Arbois and Château-Chalon (39)
• La Charité-sur-Loire 

DON’T MISS
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INDEX

Acey (abbaye) (39)  ...................................................... 61

Alésia in Alise-Sainte-Reine (21)  ......................... 20, 23

Ancy-le-Franc (89)  ................................................. 65, 69

Apothicaireries  ............................................................ 51

Arbois (39)  .....................................................50, 51, 104

Arboretum de La Cude in Mailleroncourt-Charrette (70) .72

Arc-et-Senans (25)  ..................................10, 15, 50, 111

Arcy-sur-Cure (89)  ................................................. 54, 56

Arinthod (39)  ................................................................ 50

Arlay (39)  ................................................................ 50, 71

Asquins (89)  ................................................................. 13

Audincourt (25)  ........................................................... 94

Autun (71)  ........................................................31, 33, 57

Auxerre (89)  .....................................................40, 46, 58

Barbirey-sur-Ouche (21)  ............................................. 72

Baume-les-Dames (25)  ............................................... 50

Baume-les-Messieurs (39)  .......................20, 24, 50, 64

Bazoches (58)  ............................................................ 101

Beaucourt (90) ............................................................. 91

Beaune (21)  ................................................31, 35, 51, 64

Belfort (90)  .......................................................20, 28, 96

Belvoir (25)  ............................................................. 50, 71

Besançon (25)  ................10, 17, 31, 32, 51, 90, 97, 102

Bibracte (58, 71)  .................................................... 20, 22

Bissy-sur-Fley  ............................................................ 106

Blanzy (71)  .......................................................80, 82, 92

Bléneau (89)  ................................................................. 72

Bois-d’Amont (39)  ........................................................ 91

Brancion, château in Martailly-les-Brancion (71)  .... 71

Bréseux (Les) (25)  ....................................................... 94

Bresse (71)  ................................................................... 74

Brunehaut (reine)  ......................................................... 57

Bucey-les-Gy (70)  ........................................................ 50

Buffon (21)  ................................................................... 92

Bussy-Rabutin, château in Bussy-le-Grand (21)  65, 72, 106

Castle  ........................................................... see Château

Chalain (39)  .................................................................. 14

Chalon-sur-Saône 71)  ...............................40, 41, 51, 87

Chamblanc (21)  ......................................................... 110

Champagney (70)  ...................................................... 110

Champagny (21)  .......................................................... 79

Champlitte (70)  ....................................................... 50,76

Chariez (70)  .................................................................. 50

Charité-sur-Loire (La) (58)  ..............................10, 13, 94

Chastellux-sur-Cure (89)  ............................................. 71

Château .........................................=> see Ancy-le-Franc, 
Arlay, Bazoches, Belvoir, Bissy-sur-Fley, Brancion,  
Bussy-Rabutin, Champlitte, Chastellux-sur-Cure, 
Châteauneuf, Châtillon-en-Bazois, Chaumont, Clos de 
Vougeot, Commarin, Couches, Digoine, Drée, Druyes- 
les-Belles-Fontaines, Germolles, Guédelon, Joux, 
Maulnes, Pierre-de-Bresse, Ratilly, Ray-sur-Saône,  
Sully, Syam, Talmay, Villersexel, Vougeot

Château-Chalon (39)  ............................................. 50, 79

Château-Chinon (58)  ................................................... 95

Château-Lambert (70)  ................................................ 76

Châteauneuf (21)  ........................................................ 66

Châtillon-en-Bazois (58)  ....................................... 71, 72

Châtillon-sur-Seine (21)  ........................................ 40, 45

Chaumont, château in Oyé (71)  ................................. 72

Chemins de Saint-Jacques-de-Compostelle  ...... 10, 13

Chemins du Roman (71)  .......................................... 109

Ciry-le-Noble (71)  ........................................................ 92

Cîteaux (abbaye) (21)  ...............................58, 61, 62, 63

Cités de Caractère  ................................................. 40, 50

Clairvaux-les-Lacs (39)  ............................................... 14

Clamecy (58)  ..................................................57, 77, 106

Climats de Bourgogne (21)  ..........................10, 18, 112

Clos de Vougeot (21)  ......................................18, 58, 63

Cluny (71)  ...................................... 20, 24, 25, 50, 51, 58

Colette ...........................................................86, 100, 105

Colomban (saint)  .......................................................... 48
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Commarin (21)  ............................................................ 71

Couches (71) ................................................................ 67

Corravillers (70)  ........................................................... 64

Courbet, Gustave  ..........................................32, 100, 103

Cressia (39)  .................................................................. 72

Creusot (Le) (71)  ................................................... 80, 82

Digoin (71)  .................................................................... 92

Digoine, château in Palinges (71)  .............................. 71

Dijon (21)  ..............................................31, 36, 58, 97, 98

Dinosaures, traces de (39)  ......................................... 58

Dole (39)  ...................................................31, 37, 51, 104

Drée, château in Curbigny (71)  .................................. 71

Druyes-les-Belles-Fontaines (89) ............................... 50

Ecuisses (71)  ............................................................... 82

Escolives-Sainte-Camille (89)  .................................... 57

Etueffont (90)  .............................................................. 91

Faucogney-et-la-Mer (70)  ..................................... 50, 64

Faverney (70)  ............................................................... 50

Ferté-Loupière (La) (89)  ............................................ 108

Flagey (25)  ................................................................. 103

Fondremand (70)  ........................................................ 50

Fontaines-Salées (Les) in Saint-Père (89)  ................ 57

Fontenay, abbey in Marmagne (21)  .................... 10, 11

Fougerolles (70)  .......................................................... 91

Germolles, château in Mellecey (71)  ...........65, 68, 106

Gray (70)  ...................................................................... 50

Gy (70)  .......................................................................... 50

Guédelon, medieval building site in Treigny (89)  20, 29

Hôtels-Dieu  .................................................................. 51

Hugo, Victor  ..................................................32, 100, 102

Joigny (89)  ............................................................. 40, 47

Jougne (25)  .................................................................. 50

Joux, castle in La Cluse-et-Mijoux (25)  .......20, 27, 110

Jules César  .......................................................22, 23, 32

Jussey (70)  .................................................................. 50

Le Corbusier  ........................................................... 10, 19

Lods (25)  ...................................................................... 50

Lons-le-Saunier (39)  .................................................. 106

Loulle (39)  .............................................................. 54, 55

Louhans (71)  ................................................................ 51

Louverture, Toussaint  ..........................................27, 110

Luxeuil-les-Bains (70)  .....................................40, 48, 58

Machine (La) (58)  .................................................. 80, 92

Mâcon  ...............................................................40, 43, 51

Marcigny (71) ......................................................... 72, 99

Marnay (70)  .................................................................. 50

Martailly-les-Brancion (71)  ................................... 50, 71

Maulnes, château in Cruzy-le-Châtel (89)  ................. 71

Migennes (89)  .............................................................. 57

Moirans-en-Montagne (39)  .................................. 89, 91

Mont-Beuvray  ........................................=> see Bibracte

Montbard (21)  ......................................................92, 106

Montbéliard (25)  ..............................................31, 39, 64

Montbenoît (25)  ........................................................... 60

Montbozon (70)  ........................................................... 50

Montceau-les-Mines (71) ............................................ 79

Montécheroux (25)  ...................................................... 90

Montigny-sur-Aube (21)  .............................................. 72

Morez (39)  .............................................................. 88, 91

Morteau (25)  .......................................................... 50, 90

Morvan (21, 58, 71, 89)  ............................................... 78

Mouthier-Haute-Pierre (25)  ........................................ 50

Moutiers-en-Puisaye (89)  ...................................86, 108

Moutiers-Saint-Jean (21)  ........................................... 51

MuséoParc Alésia in Alise-Sainte-Reine (21)  ........... 21

Nans-sous-Sainte-Anne (25)  ................................ 83, 91

Nancray (25)  ................................................................ 75

Nevers (58) .....................................31, 38, 79, 80, 85, 94

Niépce, Nicéphore  ........................... 41, 80, 87, 100, 106

Nozeroy (39)  ................................................................ 50
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Orgelet (39)  .................................................................. 50

Ornans (25)  ..........................................................50, 103

Osselle (grotte) (25)  .................................................... 55

Paray-le-Monial (71)  ......................................20, 26, 109

Passavant-La-Rochère (70)  ...........................80, 84, 91

Pasteur, Louis  ...............................................37, 100, 104

Pernand-Vergelesses (21)  ........................................ 106

Pesmes (70)  ................................................................. 50

Peugeot  ................................................................... 80, 81

Pierre-de-Bresse (71)  ............................................ 50, 74

Poligny (39)  .................................................................. 50

Pontarlier (25)  ............................................................ 113

Pontigny (89)  ............................................................... 62

Pougues-les-Eaux (58)  ................................................ 99

Prémery (58)  ................................................................ 86

Puisaye (58, 89)  ................................ 29, 58, 80, 86, 108

Quingey (25)  ................................................................ 50

Ratilly, château in Treigny (89)  .................................. 86

Ray-sur-Saône (70)  ............................................... 50, 72

Renève (21)  .................................................................. 57

Rochère (La)  ......... => see Passavant-La-Rochère (70)

Rolin, Nicolas  .......................................................... 33, 35

Ronchamp (70)  ................................................10, 19, 91

Rosières, castle in Saint-Seine-sur-Vingeanne (21)  71

Rougemont (25)  .......................................................... 50

Route des vins ............................................................ 112

Saint-Amand-en-Puisaye (58)  .................................... 86

Saint-Amour (39)  ......................................................... 51

Saint-Brisson (58)  ....................................................... 78

Saint-Christophe-en-Brionnais (71)  ........................... 79

Saint-Claude (39)  ......................................................... 59

Saint-Gengoux-le-National (71)  ................................. 50

Saint-Hippolyte (25)  .................................................... 50

Saint-Loup-de-Varennes (71)  .............................87, 106

Saint-Rémy (71)  .......................................................... 79

Saint-Sauveur-en-Puisaye (89)  ..........................50, 105

Sainte-Marie-en-Chanois (70)  .................................... 64

Salins-les-Bains (39)  ........................ 10, 16, 50, 91, 111

Salt Works  => see Arc-et-Senans and Salins-les-Bains

Scey-sur-Saône (70)  ................................................... 50

Sellières (39)  ................................................................ 50

Semur-en-Auxois (21)  ................................................. 50

Sens (89)  ..........................................................31, 34, 72

Seurre (21)  ................................................................... 51

Sites palafittiques (39)  ............................................... 14

Sochaux (25) ................................................................ 81

Solutré (71)  ............................................................ 20, 21

Sully (71)  ..........................................................65, 70, 72

Syam (39)  ............................................................... 71, 91

Talant (21)  .................................................................... 94

Talmay (château) (21)  ................................................ 71

Ternant (58)  ................................................................. 64

Tonnerre (89)  ...................................................40, 44, 51

Tournus (71)  ..............................................40, 42, 51, 94

Vauban  .................................10, 17, 27, 32, 78, 100, 101

Vandoncourt (25)  ........................................................ 50

Vauvillers (70)  .............................................................. 50

Verdun-sur-le-Doubs (71)  ........................................... 74

Vesoul (70)  ............................................................. 40, 49

Vézelay (89)  .............................. 10, 12, 13, 58, 101, 106

Vauvillers (70)  .............................................................. 51

Villers-le-Lac (25)  ........................................................ 90

Villersexel (70)  ....................................................... 50, 71

Vougeot (21)  .......................................................... 58, 63

Vuillafans (25)  ............................................................. 50

ACCESS

  RAIL LINKS

BY TGV
SNCF Timetable and access:  www.ouigo.com
• Direct from Paris-Gare de Lyon heading east (Switzerland) and stopping at these 
stations: Montbard, Dijon, Dole, Mouchard, Frasne, Besançon-Franche-Comté and 
Belfort-Montbéliard. 
• Direct from Paris-Gare de Lyon heading south-west and stopping at these stations: 
Le Creusot-Montceau-Montchanin and Mâcon-Loché.
• Direct from Roissy-Charles de Gaulle airport and stopping at these stations: 
Belfort-Montbéliard, Besançon, Dijon, Le Creusot-Montceau-Montchanin, Mâcon-
Loché and Montbard.

BY TER
Timetable and access:  www.ter.sncf.com/bourgogne-franche-comte 

A network of regional trains that serve the entire region.

 ROAD LINKS
Highway:  A6 / A31 / A77 / A36 / A39 / A40 / A404 / A42. 
Lausanne-Vallorbe E23 / E25.

 AIR LINKS

• NEARBY AIRPORTS

Aéroport Bâle-Mulhouse-Fribourg
Tel. +33 (0)3 89 90 31 11 
www.euroairport.com

Aéroport de Genève-Cointrin
Tel. +0041 227 177 111 
www.gva.ch

Aéroport de Lyon Saint-Exupéry
Tel. +33 (0)4 26 00 70 07
www.lyon.aeroport.fr

Aéroports de Paris
www.parisaeroport.fr

• AIRPORTS IN BURGUNDY-FRANCHE-COMTE

Aéroport Chalon Bourgogne
Tel. +33(0)3 85 46 14 48
www.chalon.aeroport.fr

Aéroport Dijon-Bourgogne
Tel. +33(0)3 80 67 67 67
www.dijon.aeroport.fr

Aéroport Dole-Jura 
Tel. +33 (0)3 84 72 04 26  
www.aeroportdolejura.com

Aéroport de Nevers-Fourchambault
Tel. +33 (0)3 86 57 03 92
www.aeroportdenevers.fr

Aéroport Saint-Yan Air’e Business
Tel. +33 (0)3 85 70 96 43
www.aeroportsaintyan.fr
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The Departments of our region:

21 - Côte d’Or
25 - Doubs
39 - Jura
58 - Nièvre
70 - Haute-Saône
71 - Saône-et-Loire
89 - Yonne
90 - Territoire de Belfort
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Is it possible to visit Burgundy-Franche-Comté without also travelling 
back in time? Subjectively, perhaps you can, but objectively it is clear 
that you cannot.

Would you like a wine tasting? It is impossible to understand the 
appellations without referencing their history. And where better to 
learn this flavoursome lesson than beneath the age-old vaults of a 
wine cellar?

Would you like a bike ride or a walk? The Greenway Trails follow 
ancient railway lines or run alongside canals, heroic chapters in the 
story of regional development through the centuries. The walking 
trails pass, of course, in front of one or two chapels, provide a 
glimpse of a château or manor house or quite simply reveal the 
daily lives of the people of times gone by virtue of old houses in 
every village crossed. The triumphs of modern life also play this 
game: Peugeot automobiles, photography (a Burgundian invention), 
collections of modern and contemporary art have all joined this 
collective "heritage" that we experience every time we use or enjoy 
them. We could add to this list even further. One thing is clear: 
heritage is omnipresent in Burgundy-Franche-Comté. It is part of the 
decor, a way of life.

Grab some culture 
I N  B U R G U N D Y - F R A N C H E - CO M T É

P R E S S  CO N TA C T S
Barbara Gris-Pichot  Tel + 33 (0)3 81 25 08 01

b.gris@bfctourisme.com
 GB  Véronique Beigenger  Tel + 33 (0)3 80 28 02 98

v.beigenger@bfctourisme.com

https://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com

 

www.burgundy-tourisme.com www.montagnes-du-jura.fr/en www.massif-des-vosges.com/en


