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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Getting to know
Burgundy-Franche-Comté

It is impossible not to know Burgundy-Franche-Comté!

You begin by knowing its gastronomic specialities and its wines. But Dijon 
mustard, Comté cheese, the wines of Burgundy and of Jura are merely the 
tip of the iceberg…What can you say about Bresse poultry, Morteau sausage, 
Epoisses cheese or Griottine cherries from Fougerolles,…

This blessed land stretches across eight departments of eastern France, with 
an infinite range of landscapes, from plains and valleys to mountains that are 
equally welcoming in winter as they are in summer. It is studded with towns, 
each one more lovely than the last, villages that blend old-world charm with 
contemporary living

At every turn you encounter the great figures of history, from Vercingétorix 
to François Mitterrand and including the Dukes of Burgundy and Vauban. 
You can walk in the footsteps of renowned artists such as Courbet, famous 
authors like Colette or great sages like Pasteur, and you can even blend into 
nature that stands like the life-sized set of a legendary movie.

You can take part in all sorts of activities, with family, friends or that special 
someone, or even make the most of a business trip here. Peaceful and 
relaxed or adrenaline fuelled, there is something to suit all tastes.

Burgundy-Franche-Comté does indeed get better the more you know it. So 
treat yourself to a Kir® (with moderation, of course) and pull out your map 
so that we can arrange your itinerary. You can judge all this for yourself the 
next time you visit.
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2,82 MILLION 
INHABITANTS

(in 2013)

NO.1 INDUSTRIAL REGION 
17.3% paid employment 

in the region
(TGV, food, spectacles, automobile)

47,784 KM2

SECTORS 
OF EXCELLENCE
Watch making, jewellery, 
spectacles, leatherwork

8 DEPARTMENTS
Côte-d’Or, Doubs, Haute-Saône, 

Jura, Nièvre, Saône-et-Loire, 
Territoire-de-Belfort, Yonne

I D E N T I T Y  C A R D

5 SPA RESORT 
TOWNS

3 REGIONAL 
NATURE PARKS

18,000 KM 
WALKING TRAILS

MORE THAN 
100 AOC/AOP WINES

33 GRANDS CRUS

18 LISTED HOMES OF 
FAMOUS FIGURES

2 LISTED “GRAND 
SITES” OF FRANCE

2ND REGION
(of mainland France)

IN SURFACE AREA 
OF FORESTS

1.74 million hectares

1,700 KM CYCLING 
TRAILS

1,300 KM NAVIGABLE 
WATERWAYS
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8 SITES LISTED 
BY UNESCO
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Burgundy-Franche-Comté ?
Come on in!

‘‘Burgundy-Franche-Comté’’: a name made up of two former regions, 
evocative of history and great flavours. Before touching on the 
thousand and one ways of exploring the region, of presenting the 
vast range of treasures, both cultural and culinary, a little summary 
of its geography and history might prove useful.

Natural spaces, towns big and small and landscaped gardens all 
provide an infinite variety of backdrops for the region’s history.

The ghosts of ages past do not rest easy here: this region that is 
brimming with modernity in terms of its arts as well as its inventions 
and industrial output has roots that stretch into the depths of time.

Surprising archaeological ruins, impressive châteaux, peaceful 
abbeys and mind-blowing inventions and creations litter your path.

Let’s enjoy a quick overview so that we can pick up a few tips for a 
better understanding of Burgundy-Franche-Comté.

http://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com

C H A P T E R  1



If we discount the oceans, which receded from 
here a few million years ago, our region is France 
in miniature, with plains and mountains, lakes and 
rivers, towns and villages, fields, vineyards and 
forests, all set in an area that is barely one tenth 
the size of France. Its industries may be well-
renowned, but here nature is omnipresent and 
ensures a wonderful quality of life. The towns, on a 
human scale, boast superb and historic centres. The 
countryside is studded with sites and monuments 
from every era. The rural habitat is varied and 
often unique, reflecting all the variety of our natural 
resources and the ingenuity of the people who have 
made the most of them.

Wherever they may be, our landscapes are sure to 
satisfy the most exacting visitors: a walk in town, 
a sporting adventure in summer or in winter, wine 
tastings or cookery courses…with the family, with 
friends, with your loved one, in a group or as part of 
a business trip – everyone will find something that 
suits them right here.

Thanks to its location between Ile-de-France, the 
Lyon region and the Rhine Basin, this area is very 
easily accessible. Connections by TGV (South East 
and Paris-Rhine-Rhone) are regular and frequent, 
including those with neighbouring Switzerland and 
Germany. Motorways link the region in just one or 
two hours with Paris, Nancy, Mulhouse, Geneva or 
Lyon. There are a variety of connections by air from 
within the region, or close by its borders.

The laws of  nature: 
space and resources
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Welcome to Burgundy-
Franche-Comté

Three mountainous massifs provide the region with 
the major features of its landscapes. The Morvan, 
made of granite, with its great rounded peaks that 
are so heavily wooded, is the oldest in geological 
terms and similar in nature to the Massif Central. 
Its highest peak is Haut Folin (901 m). The Vosges, 
a little younger, culminates at the Ballon d’Alsace 
at 1,275m. The chain of crumpled limestone 
mountains of the Jura were the last to be formed 
less than 35 million years ago by the compressive 
force of the Alps to the east

With these three massifs, Burgundy-Franche-Comté 
dominates the watersheds of four great river basins. 
The Loire sits at its western flank, the Seine takes 
its source here from a great many tributaries and 
the Saône drains a great part of the Vosges. Finally, 
the Belfort Gap, so aptly named the ‘‘doorway to 
Burgundy’’, opens the region up to the Rhine Axis.

This natural setting is rich with resources that 
its people have known exactly how to exploit 
throughout history: the salt waters of the Jura or the 
thermal springs, the seams of minerals or of coal all 
around the Morvan and the foothills of the Vosges, 
the energy produced by water, the stone (generally 
limestone) and the wine producing hillsides of the 
region. As for agriculture, it supplies everything we 
need for our regional menus, from the aperitif to 
dessert.
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The towns, the great majority of them with ancient 
origins – Antiquity or the Medieval period – and 
often blessed with a river port and are home to 
countless treasures. Bursting with life or endowed 
with a timeless tranquillity, sharing an authentic art 
de vivre they lend themselves beautifully to a range 
of visits and breaks.

Romanesque or Gothic churches and cathedrals 
leave their mark on the urban landscape, from 
Sens to Autun and Tournus, from Nevers to Dole 
and Pontarlier. Châteaux and palaces dominate 
the skylines of Montbéliard, Belfort, Charolles, 
Nevers and, of course, Besançon at the foot of its 
impressive citadel, whilst in Beaune, the Hôtel-Dieu 
from the XV Century is intrinsically linked to the 
present-day wine industry. All of this is enhanced by 
green spaces and perhaps even the very particular 
charm of a river.

Luxeuil-les-Bains, Salins-les-Bains, Lons-le-
Saunier, Bourbon-Lancy and Saint-Honoré-les-
Bains maintain the long tradition of the spa town, 
which remains very much du jour.

Finally, around forty ‘‘Towns of Character’’ boast a 
truly rich heritage.

A constellation of  towns

A landscaped and moulded countryside

Away from one or two large urban areas, the 
region is a mosaic of vast natural spaces. From 
the Loire to the Swiss border, from the Othe Forest 
to Bresse and from the foothills of the Vosges to 
the Mâconnais and the Brionnais, it provides its 
visitors with every variety of landscape and the 
richness of its products of the terroir.

Forests and prairies share the high mountain 
areas. The vineyards, with their rows and rows of 
prettily arranged vines, may be small in area but 
are nevertheless the most famous of their kind. 
The thin ribbons of the Burgundy wine region 
stretch out from the threshold of Dijon to the Côte 
Chalonnaise and then widen out in the Mâconnais. 
Across from this, on the other side of the Bresse 
Basin, sit the vineyards of the Jura. Further away 
to the north-west, all around Chablis as well as 
Auxerre, Tonnerre and Vézelay, you find the 
patchwork of vineyards of the Yonne. Finally, on the 
banks of the Loire between La Charité and Cosne, 
stands the land of Pouilly-Fumé.

A great many of the landscapes of the region 
comprise variations on the theme of the Bocage 
hedgerows: small plots surrounded traditionally 

by hedges – although sometimes dry-stone walls 
– in the Brionnais and the neighbouring Charolais, 
larger plots employing polyculture on the plateaux 
of Haute-Saône, long shelterbelts of trees in 
Puisaye…

The cereal growing lands themselves are never 
monotonous. There is always a feature that 
creates an accent on the canvas drawn by nature 
and coloured in by the actions of man: a château 
or a belfry, a village or a hamlet. Coloured in an 
infinite variety of tones throughout the seasons, the 
region’s palette of colours is constantly renewing 
this tableau.

The lines have been sketched upon this canvas for 
thousands of years:

- Roman roads run in straight lines beneath its hills.

- Canals carved out by hard manual labour connect 
the great river basins, with towpaths that can now 
be cycled along.

- Former railway lines have also been turned into 
greenway trails…

They provide so many invitations to explore.
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One region but so 
many chapters of  
European history

The history of Burgundy-Franche-Comté has 
always been marked by additions rather than 
subtractions.

It has always been defined by back-and-forth 
movements.

The latest episode to date: the merger of the two 
former regions of Burgundy and Franche-Comté, 
ever since 1st January 2016.

Two ancient regions that bore the names of a 
Duchy and a County respectively, they both date 
from the Middle Ages.

Turned into provinces under the Ancien Régime, 
for nearly two centuries from 1477 to 1674 
Burgundy formed part of the Kingdom of France, 
whilst Franche-Comté belonged to the House of 
Hapsburg and the German Holy Roman Empire. 
The conquests of Louis XIV reunited them at the 
end of the Ancien Régime in 1789.

Let’s shed some more light on this.

From the dawn of time to the Roman conquest

Let us leave to one side the footprints of 
dinosaurs, creatures whose disappearance made 
it possible for humans to find their place.

These creatures enter the prehistory of the region 
with a bang…great flint features carved out with 
rare skill and known as ‘‘laurel leaves’’.

At the foot of the Roche de Solutré, Stone Age 
hunters settled here with regularity for 25,000 
years (around 35,000 to 10,000 years ago), 
leaving behind such significant evidence that an 
entire museum has been carved into the rock.

In the Neolithic period, some 5,000 years ago, 
people who arrived from a number of destinations 
across the Mediterranean and Central Europe 
were the very first to work the soil in what is now 
our region. Evidence of this is clear and abundant 
along the banks of the lakes of Clairvaux and 
Chalain in the Jura.

From the Burgondes to the provinces 
of  Burgundy and Franche-Comté

With the exception of a few beautiful treasures 
from the Bronze Age, things began to get serious 
following the arrival of the Celts (or Gauls), 
master ironworkers, during the First Iron Age, with 
a civilisation known as the Hallstatt, (around 500 
years ago), who left behind for us an exceptional 
princely tomb in Vix near to Châtillon-sur-Seine 
(21) featuring the largest antique bronze vase 
ever discovered.

The Second Iron Age (in the first century 
B.C) heralded a decisive event: the complete 
integration of Gaul into the Roman Empire 
following the Battle of Alésia, nowadays known 
as Alise-Sainte-Reine (21). The Celtic towns, 
essentially those of the Aedui people to the 
west and the Sequani to the east, blossomed all 
around modern day towns that still bear traces of 
this: Besançon, Sens and, above all, Autun (that 
succeeded Bibracte), but also Auxerre, Nevers, 
Mâcon, Chalon-sur-Saône,…

The middle of the V Century witnessed the birth 
of what would go on to become Burgundy, in both 
senses of the term. The Germanic people, the 
Burgundians, settled here and there around the 
Jura as federates of the Romans and, converting 
to an Aryan variant of Christianity, built a kingdom 
that stretched right up to the Mediterranean coast. 
‘‘Burgondie’’ was born!

Clovis and his Francs, around 500A.D, would 
take over and integrate this area into what would 
become, three centuries later, the Empire of 
Charlemagne…it would then be shared among 
his descendants after the Battle of Fontenoy-
en-Puisaye (89) where his grandchildren faced 

one another. A partition between the kingdoms 
turned the River Saône, now at the very heart of 
the region, into a frontier…one that was only rarely 
crossed by traders that operated all along the river 
between its two banks.

From 1000A.D onwards, the apportionment 
of power gave rise to a mosaic of very small 
territories, endowed with a growing number of 
towers and châteaux that were pain-strikingly 
constructed to the west of the Saône by the Dukes 
of Burgundy, cousins of the Capetian kings, whilst 
in the west another county also bore the name of 
Burgundy.
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The stages of  modernity

At the time of the Revolution, seven departments 
appeared: Yonne, Nièvre, Saône-et-Loire, Côte-
d’Or, Haute-Saône, Jura and Doubs, joined in 1871 
by the Territory of Belfort, then named the ‘‘sub-
district of Haut-Rhin’’. It is important to note that the 
Ain, now in Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes but still part of 
the ‘‘Jura Mountains’’ destination, corresponds for 
the most part to the former ‘‘adjacent lands’’ of the 
province of Burgundy, Bresse, Bugey and the Pays 
de Gex.

The XIX Century not only heralded the Industrial 
Revolution in the region, during which we learned 
to harness the power of running water, but also a 
series of discoveries and scientific advances of 
the highest order. The invention of photography 
in 1824 at Saint-Loup-de-Varennes near Chalon-
sur-Saône, the work of Louis Pasteur at his home in 
Arbois, the perfection of watchmaking techniques, 
closely linked to neighbouring Switzerland, in the 
Haut Doubs and the manufacture of spectacles in 
Morez, the automobile industry near to Montbéliard 
thanks to a certain Armand Peugeot, whilst Paris 

witnessed the construction of the most famous 
tower on Earth, designed by Dijon’s own Gustave 
Eiffel. Literature and the arts did not lag behind 
either. Reminders, often bearing the ‘‘Maisons des 
Illustres’’ label, of Victor Hugo, Gustave Courbet, 
Romain Rolland, Jacques Copeau, Jules Roy or 
François Mitterrand are proof of this.

Quite logically, this region that became Burgundy-
Franche-Comté on 1st January 2016, still witnesses 
the construction of branch lines for the TGV, we still 
love modern and contemporary art, we carefully 
manage our landscapes to welcome excursions of 
every type, we breed sporting champions, cross-
country skiers and footballers alike, we uphold the 
exceptional quality of our wines and the countless 
products of the terroir. In short: we have all we need 
in order to share the treasures of the past and the 
riches of the present with great conviviality and an 
exceptional quality of life.

In 1032, due to the lack of a legitimate heir, this 
territory was bequeathed to the second Kingdom 
of Burgundy, born at the same time on the other 
side of the Jura and therefore part of the German 
Holy Roman Empire. It would maintain privileged 
links with many of its sovereigns from Barberousse 
to Charles Quint in Besançon in particular, a free 
Imperial town from 1290 onwards.

This era of dukes and counts was also a time 
of monks. From Saint-Claude and Luxeuil to 
Auxerre, Vézelay, Cluny and Cîteaux, the entire 
Burgundian land enjoyed an unparalleled growth 
and not merely in spiritual terms, but also artistic, 
intellectual and even economic – vineyards 
scattered across Europe bear witness to this – 
and political. From the XIII Century, the initiative 
was taken by the towns, which blossomed and 
multiplied, especially along the waterways.

Still tied together by fate, whether as possessions 
of a handful of great noble families or by day-to-day 
contact, the Duchy and the County of Burgundy – 
that began to be known as ‘‘Franche-Comté’’ during 
this period – would be united by the last Capetians 
and their successors from the House of Valois, 
right up until the death of Charles the Bold in 1477.

Louis XI brought the Duchy of Burgundy under his 
Royal prerogative when Philippe the Good was 
removed, whilst Franche-Comté passed to the 
House of Hapsburg with the marriage of Marie 
de Bourgogne, daughter of Charles the Bold. As 
Renaissance and then Classical buildings began 
to replace many of the old feudal fortresses, 
two small principalities took root at the eastern 
and western extremities of the current region 
from the XVI Century: the Nivernais, cradle of 
French pottery thanks to its Italian dukes, and 
Montbéliard, a French-speaking Lutheran enclave 
belonging to the House of Württemberg.

Franche-Comté, particularly badly affected by the 
Ten Years War, a regional variant of the Thirty 
Years War, was conquered by Louis XIV and 
became French shortly afterwards. The Citadel of 
Besançon is the most visible evidence of this.
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Who hasn’t crossed the region thanks to its numerous 
motorways? Nonetheless, Burgundy-Franche-Comté 
deserves to be explored away from these major 
roads. Several themed routes provide the keys to 
learning more about some fascinating subjects.

The most well-known: the Wine Route. In fact, this 
involves seven itineraries covering ten great vineyards 
between the Loire and the Jura, from the Chablisien 
to the Mâconnais. Here we learn how wine can also 
be enjoyed with the eyes, thanks to an exceptionally 
rich heritage.

The most medieval: the Chemins du Roman in 
Southern Burgundy connects more than sixty 
Romanesque churches and chapels across a land 
that is marked by the influence of Cluny, where time 
seems to have stood still.

The most colourful: the network of mural paintings 
in Puisaye-Forterre brings together fifteen of the 
most beautiful churches in an area that is rich in ochre 
deposits, veritable photo albums that are often life-sized.

The most moving: the Abolition of Slavery Route, 
evidence of a heroic struggle for the human dignity of 
former slaves, which was born in Burgundy-Franche-
Comté out of popular protests.

The most flavoursome: Terra Salina, a cross-border 
network shared with neighbouring Switzerland along 
the salt traders’ (and smugglers) trail between Dole 
and the Swiss border. 

The most dizzying: the Absinthe Route, also hopping 
across the border into Switzerland, invites you to 
rediscover the charms of the ‘‘Green Fairy’’ through 
the countryside of the Haut Doubs.

THEMED ROUTES

ON FOOT, ON HORSEBACK OR BY CAR: HOW CAN YOU EXPLORE THE REGION? 15
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On foot, on horseback or by car:
How can you explore the region?

However you feel like travelling, variety is the watchword here in 
Burgundy-Franche-Comté. Everyone can find what they need to 
explore the region:

- On foot, from a little ‘‘green walk’’ to a Grande Randonnée trail,

- On horseback, whether it is along the ‘‘Grande Traversée du Jura’’ 
trail or the brand new ‘‘Route D’Artagnan’’ that is in the process of 
being finalised,

- Sailing along the largest network of navigable waterways in France 
(1,300km of canals and navigable rivers), including a great many 
historic canals that are adorned with impressive artworks,

- On skis or snowshoes or pulled by dogs in the Jura Mountains or 
the Vosges Massif,

- By car or motorcycle, or in a mobile home, following one of the many 
themed routes,

- Aboard the legendary ‘‘Hirondelles’’ line, one of the most beautiful 
railway lines in France, crossing the Jura from Dole to Saint-Claude,

- And, above all, by bike, without doubt THE best way to explore the 
region. Pedal along the EuroVelo6, the Tour de Bourgogne à Vélo®, 
the Echappée Bleue between Moselle and Saône…

We are not joking when we say that this region is impossible to miss!

http://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com
https://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com/touring-holidays



Burgundy-Franche-Comté is a Promised Land for 
walkers: well-preserved nature thanks to its three 
Regional Nature Parks (and soon a new National 
Park!) and more than twenty nature reserves, a 
dense network of trails, from an afternoon stroll to 
a Grande Randonnée trail, and everywhere you go an 
art de vivre that is perfect for joyfully recharging the 
batteries – what more could you want?

Certain GR trails are reference points of their genre: 
the Grande Traversée du Jura from north to south, 
the Echappée Jurassienne from the Saône to the 
peaks, the Tour du Morvan via the great lakes or the 
legendary GR 3® that skirts the Loire, the leading sign-
posted Grande Randonnée trail in France.

Themed itineraries lead you to explore facets of 
regional history, such as the Via Salina through the 
land of white gold in the Jura, or the Contraband 
Trails along the Swiss border.

Walkers who approach their sport as if it were a 
spiritual quest or an exploration of heritage will be 
bowled over by the Via Francigena and the countless 
variants of the Ways of Saint James that take in 
highlights such as Vézelay, La Charité-sur-Loire, 
Nevers and Cluny as major stop-offs. Why not try 
the GR 213 A, a new itinerary that links Fontenay and 
Vézelay?

Whether you want to get away from it all, recharge the 
batteries or go exploring, everyone is sure to find the 
very best way to hit the trail.

WALKING ITINERARIES

ON FOOT, ON HORSEBACK OR BY CAR: HOW CAN YOU EXPLORE THE REGION?16

Cycling trails, towpaths, former railways…: Burgundy-
Franche-Comté is the region where the greenway 
trails known as Voies Vertes® were invented. 
Logically, it offers cycling tourists the very best 
of itself along thousands of kilometres of trails, in 
perfect safety and getting as close as possible to its 
many charming sites.

- The EuroVelo6, linking the Atlantic and the Black 
Sea, stretches for over 600 kilometres across the 
region, from Belfort to the banks of the Loire.

- The Tour de Bourgogne à Vélo® offers a loop that 
is unique in France, more than 800 kilometres long, 
made up of cycling trails and greenways. The variety 
of trails is only bettered by the variety of landscapes. 
Every kilometre, or near enough, a surprise 
encourages you to make a stop: a château, a chapel, 
an inn, a wine cellar...

- The FrancoVéloSuisse plays leapfrog across the 
Swiss border near Belfort and Delle.

- And the Echappée Bleue, the youngest member of 
the family of great cycling itineraries in the region, 
connects Luxemburg with Lyon by following the River 
Saône for nearly 500km, primarily taking dedicated 
cycling paths or small, quiet roads.

Those who prefer to ride through the heart of nature 
will be delighted to explore the Grandes Traversées 
du Jura by bike or mountain bike, or travel along the 
new Grande Traversée du Massif Central itinerary 
that now links Avallon and Cap d’Agde!

CYCLING TRAILS AND GREENWAYS

ON FOOT, ON HORSEBACK OR BY CAR: HOW CAN YOU EXPLORE THE REGION? 17



How can you get to know the wife of D’Artagnan? 
Nothing could be easier for horse riders: by travelling 
the region in the footsteps of the most famous of the 
Musketeers, a colourful figure of the XVII Century. 
It was right here that Miss Anne-Charlotte Boyer 
de Chanplecy was born into a noble family of the 
Charolais. She was also the Lady of Sainte-Croix, 
in Bresse, where she was laid to rest in the village 
church.

In Champlecy as in Sainte-Croix, small interpretation 
centres are devoted to this lady who, in 1659, threw in 
her lot with the Captain of the Musketeers, one Charles 
de Batz de Castelmore, future Count D’Artagnan. This 
equestrian itinerary is also an invitation to explore 
the major sites of this period, such as the Château 
de Drée or the Château de Bussy-Rabutin following a 
memorable trip through vineyards that are among the 
most prestigious in the region.

Other star trails for equestrian tourism include: the 
Grande Traversée du Jura à Cheval (500km), to 
really get close to nature, or the Jura du Grand Huit 
trail (1,500km), a dense network of stop-offs running 
between the Saône and the Swiss border. There is 
enough to delight even the most experience riders!

HORSE RIDING ITINERARIES

ON FOOT, ON HORSEBACK OR BY CAR: HOW CAN YOU EXPLORE THE REGION?18

NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS

ON FOOT, ON HORSEBACK OR BY CAR: HOW CAN YOU EXPLORE THE REGION? 19

More than 1,300km of canals and rivers, three 
major canal bridges, exceptional vaulted tunnels 
including one 3 kilometres long that crosses a 
watershed, titanic chains of locks: Burgundy-
Franche-Comté does not simply boast the most 
extensive network of navigable waterways in 
France, but also one of the finest and most varied 
in all Europe. In order to link the basins of the 
Loire, the Seine, the Rhone and the Rhine, between 
the XVII and XIX Centuries we constructed a 
series of canals that would complement our 
navigable rivers – the Yonne, Saône, Seille and 
Doubs – nowadays constitute a network that is of 
exceptional touristic interest.

But the great thing about Burgundy-Franche-
Comté is that you are never far away from one 
of the many things that make the region so 
charming: a little countryside bistro or a wine 
producer’s cellar, a town with character, an abbey 
or a château, all surrounded by pristine nature on 
the doorstep of the cities.

If you want to be the captain for a week or two, 
you simply have to hire a house boat (no licence 
required!), a veritable floating holiday home. A 
bucolic stop in the heart of the countryside for an 
escapade by bike or a mooring in the very heart 
of town that lets you explore its treasures: river 
stops and marinas make stopping for supplies 
easy, whilst the lockkeepers may also come along 
to sell you products from their own gardens. 
More than 400 boats of all shapes and sizes are 
available to hire in all four corners of the region.

And for those who prefer to enjoy a luxury cruise, 
barge-hotels sail primarily along the Canal de 
Bourgogne or Canal du Nivernais, combining 
the charms of yesteryear with modern comforts 
for a 4 star service. As for the river cruise ships, 
they sail along the Saône and offer programmes 
featuring excursions and discovery visits to the 
major tourist sites.

Since 2018, a barge powered by solar energy 
brings together the pleasure of river cruising, the 
touristic discovery of the region and the comfort 
of hotel accommodation. A real mix of the very 
best of the region!



For those that feel that the mountains in winter are a 
touch intimidating, Burgundy-Franche-Comté has the 
solution. A short hop from the high mountain massifs 
of the region, the Jura and the Vosges Saônoises are 
the perfect nursery for an initiation into winter sports 
with the family, friends or that special someone.

The reputation of the Jura Mountains, for cross-
country skiing most notably, is already secure. A 
veritable hothouse of champions, it allows debutants 
to enjoy a special connection with nature. And what 
can we say about the joys of winter with the family?

What could be more perfect for getting away from it 
all than a pair of snow shoes, used in times past by 
trappers on the hunt for fur? Today, snow shoes are a 
relaxing way to enjoy a walk across the great pristine 
open spaces covered in virgin snow where you soon 
take on the role of an explorer in search of adventure. 
The cherry on top: a nocturnal trail that leads you to 
a gite where you can enjoy a fondue or a board of 
Comtois treats before a roaring fire.

But the tradition of downhill skiing is also well 
represented and is practiced in a preserved 
environment. The resorts of Métabief, Les Rousses 
and Monts-Jura in the Jura Mountains, and the 
Ballon d’Alsace in the Vosges will allow you to satisfy 
all your desires with pistes that offer breathtaking 
scenery and sometimes even a glimpse of the Alps!

SNOW FOR ALL!
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Are you looking for big thrills or simply a lungful of fresh 
air? The vast natural spaces of Burgundy-Franche-
Comté offer infinite possibilities.

Lovers of mountain biking have two major trails at 
their disposal, the Grande Traversée du Jura and the 
Grande Traversée du Massif Central that will very 
soon connect the Morvan with the South. of France.

Aquatic and nautical leisure activities are not 
lacking either, going far beyond a little swim or a spot 
of fishing:

- Rafting in the Morvan and canyoning in the Jura,

- Gentle Ecopagayeur® canoeing trails along the 
Loire, the Saône and the Canal de Bourgogne or across 
the lakes of the Morvan,

- Sailing on the great lakes of the mountain massifs,

- Cable skiing on the lakes of Crèches-sur-Saône or 
Saule Guillaume,

Here, climbing – which can be practiced on numerous 
cliff faces – is accessible to all with trails for the 
visually impaired!

If you want to tackle some dizzying heights, adventure 
trails, Accropont, Spider Jump and even parachuting 
vie for position as the top adrenaline sport.

Unless you would rather try your hand at motor sports 
on the competition circuits, reach for the sky aboard a 
microlight, a paraglider or a glider, and even hop aboard 
a hot-air balloon – or keep your feet on the ground at 
one of the magnificent golf courses of the region, all 
set amidst sumptuous scenery, heritage towns and the 
famous Cru wines.

FRESH AIR AND SPORTING EXPLOITS

ON FOOT, ON HORSEBACK OR BY CAR: HOW CAN YOU EXPLORE THE REGION? 21ON FOOT, ON HORSEBACK OR BY CAR: HOW CAN YOU EXPLORE THE REGION?



C H A P T E R  3

Burgundy-Franche-Comté 
with the family

Whether they are a future sporting champion or explorer, a trainee 
princess or knight, children are very welcome here in Burgundy-
Franche-Comté.

Some visitor sites are entirely devoted to them, whilst others have 
spaces that are dedicated to them. Audio guides or Geocaching, 
the ways in which children and families can explore are too many to 
count. Whether it is a family walk or a birthday celebration, there is 
something to suit all tastes.

Throughout the year, entertainments and festivals are specially 
created for kids of all ages, even the very youngest. And yes, parents 
are allowed to come too!

http://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com
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Children love animals, as we all know. Watching them, 
playing with them, learning all about them and taking 
care of them, whether it is on a day out, during a 
weekend away or whilst on holiday in the region.

Aside from the equestrian centres and pony clubs, walks 
in the company of animals, usually gentle donkeys but 
also lamas and even birds of prey, are available for a 
variety of durations from around twenty companies 
across the entire region.

In order to observe animals, both big and small, the 
Museum of the Citadel of Besançon and its Zoological 
Gardens, its Little Farm, its Insectarium, Aquarium and 
Noctarium, unique in Europe, offers the complete range. 
Touro Parc near Mâcon and the Parc de l’Auxois near 
Vitteaux combine playground areas with zoological 
spaces where farm animals rub shoulders with more 
exotic creatures. The Nature Park of Boutissaint in 
Puisaye allows you to see the large wild animals of 
Europe up close. Not far from there, the farm at the 
Château de Saint-Fargeau and the medieval village 
of Guédelon, at the foot of the building site itself, 
present domestic animals from centuries past, as does 
the Musée des Maisons Comtoises in Nancray that 
preserves ancient domesticated rare breeds.

Even if they have now disappeared, the fascination 
for dinosaurs has never died away and the region is 
enhanced by a series of reminders of these beasts that 
are simply waiting for you to visit at Loulle in the Jura. 
Two leisure parks also present life-sized reproductions 
on the doorstep of Besançon and close to Vézelay.

IN THE COMPANY OF ANIMALS
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Who ever said that exploring the big wide world wasn’t 
child’s play? Burgundy-Franche-Comté disproves this 
fact with marvellous sites, entertainments and digital 
facilities.

Dinosaurs are centre stage at Dino-Zoo and Cardoland. 
The Espace des Mondes Polaires in Prémanon makes 
the poles accessible to all, the Museum of the Citadel 
of Besançon presents the most exotic and the tiniest 
wildlife on Earth, at the ObservaLoire in Digoin we 
learn all there is to know about the great river, which 
can also be explored thanks to nature trips that take 
you out into the wild to learn even more.

Archaeology workshops in Bibracte, the MuséoParc 
Alésia, the medieval construction site at Guédelon, 
costumed visits at the châteaux of Ancy-le-Franc, 
Couches, Brancion and the Musée des Maisons 
Comtoises in Nancray also provide a variety of 
rendezvous with history.

The Maison de la Vache-Qui-Rit centre lets you 
discover concepts of nutrition and sustainable 
development through these little cheeses that every 
child knows so well. At Fort des Rousses, Commando 
Games recall times past at this military training centre 
by means of an adventure trail.

The world of childhood is revealed not far from there, 
at the Toy Museum of Moirans-en-Montagne, whilst 
two giants and a maze made of plants offer a truly 
original escape at Diverti’Parc in Toulon-sur-Arroux. 
The Château of Ancy-le-Franc, for its part, organises 
major temporary exhibitions in association with 
famous toy brands. 

DISCOVER AND EXPLORE / 
THE ART OF DISCOVERY
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CELEBRATIONS ESPECIALLY FOR THEM
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Children have their very own calendar of festivals 
and events in Burgundy-Franche-Comté.

Once the celebrations of the Festive Season are 
over and their cortege of shows, nativity scenes 
and pop-up skating rinks have moved on, every 
month there is something new that has been 
specially dreamed up for kids:

- In February, the ‘‘A Pas Contés’’ festival in Dijon 
(from 10 months old!) and the Solstice of the 
Puppet Belfort (90)

- In March, the World Storytelling Festival in the 
Pays de Montbéliard (25)

- In April, Easter Egg hunts

- In May, the Kite Surfing Festival in Pontarlier 
and Cirque et Fanfares in Dole (39)

- In June, lots of entertainment for children based 
around National Archaeology Days and Heiritage 
Days events.

- In July, Idéklic, the international festival for 
children in Moirans-en-Montagne (39)

- In August, the Festival des Mômes in Montbéliard 
and the Roman Days in Autun (71)

- In September, Forest’kid, a mountain biking 
challenge for kids at Viry (39) and Arbent (01)

- In October, the medieval fair at the Château de 
Joux and Sorceror’s Day! in Nancray (25)

- In November, ‘‘Anim’o’’ is a big weekend dedicated 
to animals in Belfort (90)

- From mid-November to Christmas, the Christmas 
Market and illuminations in Montbéliard (25)

- In December, Christmas in the Land of Toys 
in Moirans and the new ‘‘Mômes et Merveilles’’ 
festival in Beaune (21)
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The menu 
of  Burgundy-Franche-Comté

‘‘Burgundy-Franche-Comté’’ – if ever there was a name that stood for 
something, this one undeniably offers the promise of an excellent 
meal. Here, everything is available when it comes to food and drink, 
from the aperitif to the after dinner liqueur, and encompassing all 
manner of sweet and savoury specialities. And to make the best 
use of all this, there is a panoply of traditional dishes – without ever 
restricting the inventiveness of our modern cuisine that draws so 
much inspiration from this culinary heritage.

Let’s set off into vineyards with evocative appellations, let’s open 
the salting barrel, unhook the hams and smoked sausages that hang 
in a Tuyé farmhouse, let’s pluck fish from the rivers and lakes, let’s 
roast or stew Charolais beef and Bresse poultry, let’s prepare a board 
of regional cheeses, harvest cherries, pears and blackcurrants and 
concoct some delicious desserts …

http://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com
www.produitsgourmandsbfc.fr
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There are a few basic essentials to ensure that your 
wine cellar is properly stocked. The region features 
three major areas of production (as well as Vin de 
Pays wines from the majority of its departments):

- the Jura vineyards to the east,

- that of Burgundy in the centre, from Chablis to 
the Mâconnais,

- part of the Val de Loire to the west.

The region is the birthplace of viticulture of the 
terroir.

The principle is as follows: the character of each 
wine is primarily defined by the plot from which it 
is produced, the savoir-faire of the wine producer 
leading to its distinct production, the more precise 
the appellation of the wine the better its Cru. 
There are countless villages that are universally 
celebrated for having given their name to a wine.

The grape varieties, vinified separately except on 
very rare occasions, are as follows:

- Chardonnay, which creates the great white wines 
of Burgundy from Chablis to the Mâconnais, and is 
also widely represented in the Jura,

- Savagnin brings all of its character to the very best 
Crus of the Jura and to its famous yellow wines,

- Aligoté is more rustic and is the indispensable 
ingredient in a Kir®,

- Sauvignon that is used to make Pouilly-Fumé in 
Pouilly-sur-Loire,

- Pinot Noir, the king of the great reds of Burgundy, 
notably in the Côte de Nuits,

- Ploussard or Poulsard, alongside Trousseau and 
Pinot Noir in the Jura,

- Gamay appreciates the granite soils of the 
Mâconnais and the neighbouring Beaujolais.

Savagnin, Chardonnay and Poulsard can be used 
to make the rare and precious straw wine, a dried 
grape wine that is for laying down, obtained after 
the finest grapes are dried for several months.

Spirits:

- Marc de Bourgogne and Marc du Jura are made 
from the solid residues obtained after pressing,

- Fine de Bourgogne comes from the fine lees left 
after the wine is bottled,

- Macvin du Jura and Ratafia de Bourgogne are a 
mixture of marc and grape must,

- Crème de Cassis from Burgundy,

- Kirsch from Fougerolles,

- Absinthe and Gentiane, distilled from plants from 
the Jura Mountains.

WINES AND SPIRITS
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How do you draw up a menu of traditional dishes 
from Burgundy-Franche-Comté?

Let’s leapfrog over the River Saône with a basketful 
of supplies in hand.

The aperitif (Kir® or white wine, still or sparkling, 
from the region) will be accompanied by gougères 
(delicious choux pastry topped with melted Comté 
cheese), parsley ham or other savoury treats.

Jambon persillé (ham with parsley) Poached 
Eggs en Meurette, a traditional sauce made with 
red wine and lardons, baby onions and Paris 
mushrooms, will provide a starter that is rooted in 
the Burgundy wine region.

Fish lovers will be delighted with trout, cooked in 
Chablis or white wine from the Jura, or Pôchouse, 
a sort of freshwater bouillabaisse that is traditional 
in the area around the confluence of the Saône 
and the Doubs.

Fattened hen in vin jaune with Morels finds 
its counterparts in Burgundy’s own Coq au Vin 
(following the same principle of a Meurette sauce) 
and Gaston-Gérard chicken, gratinated with 
Comté cheese to create a link between both banks 
of the river. 

For the meat dish, Boeuf Bourguignon in a sauce 
that is always the same, and yet at the same time 
different, or a Potée Bourguignonne made with a 
base of pork and cabbage cooked with vegetables 
in a pot au feu, unless you decide to go for grilled 
Charollais lamb. Or for one of the flavoursome 
Comtois ways of transforming cheese into a star 
dish, you may decide upon a ‘‘boîte chaude’’ fondue 
of Mont d’Or or a Haut-Doubs cheeseboard.

The cheeseboard is sure to be well stocked with 
varieties ranging from Epoisses to Bleu de Gex and 
from Comté to goat cheese from the Mâconnais.

And to crown the meal in style, a pear poached in 
red wine, a Cacou (cherry clafoutis) from Paray-
le-Monial, a Comtois Gâteau de Ménage or quite 
simply a handful of cherries from Fougerolles or 
Irancy.

Aside from Velleminfroy mineral water, the 
white, rosé and red wines of the region are sure 
to accompany this gourmet journey right up to a 
glass of Crémant served with dessert.

Bon appétit – and, as we say before a drink here, 
“large soif”!

TRADITIONAL DISHES
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Calves, cows, pigs, poultry… - the pastures and 
farmyards of the region are filled with likely 
candidates, feathered or furry, on two legs or 
four, who are destined to end their careers in 
gastronomic style.

The Charolaise and Montbéliarde breeds of 
cattle, sheep of the Charollaise breed and the 
famous Bresse poultry, the aristocrat of the 
poultry world, all have roots here. In the same 
way, rearing pigs is a long tradition that is still 
very much alive from the Jura to the Morvan. This 
tradition can be clearly seen in the Haut Doubs 
and its Tuyé farmhouses, with immense central 
chimneys that characterise the ancient farmer’s 
homes in which they hung – and still hang in parts 
– sausages and hams in order to preserve them. 
Whilst the techniques have been modernised, the 
spirit of these traditional methods of production, 
often artisanal, still persist.

Smoked ham from the Haut-Doubs or Luxeuil 
ham flavoured with juniper berries, Morteau or 
Montbéliard sausages spiced with cumin keep 
alive this savoir-faire and these flavours, as does 
Brési, dried and smoked beef.

Jambon Persillé (ham with parsley), the great 
Dijon speciality, owes its origins to the traditional 
method of preparing ham from the salting barrel 
for Easter at the end of Lent. Nowadays, there are 
competitions and medals awarded for a dish that 
is an ever-present on all restaurant menus.

Finally, in Chablis, we are fiercely proud of our 
‘‘AAAA’’ Andouillette tripe sausages so similar 
to those in neighbouring Troyes, which marry 
particularly well with the white wines of the region.

And in order to enhance any dish…Burgundy 
mustard, of course!

SAVOURY FLAVOURS



The rightful kingdoms of the Montbéliarde cow, 
the Jura Mountains are the domain of cow’s milk 
cheeses due to their extremely rich plant life. Goats 
step in to broaden the array of cheeses available in 
the south of Saône-et-Loire: 

- Comté, a raw milk cheese with a cooked pressed 
flesh, its great wheels are matured for many months 
in cheese dairies or maturing cellars, and sometimes 
even beneath the vaults of an ancient fort,

- Morbier, a raw milk cheese with an uncooked 
pressed flesh, it is recognisable by a horizontal line 
of ash across its centre,

- Mont d’Or, a seasonal raw milk cheese with soft 
flesh and washed rind, it is wrapped in a strip of 
bark and sold in a box made of spruce wood,

- Bleu de Gex, a mild cheese with marbled flesh, is 
made in the Jura and the Ain,

- Cancoillotte, a light cheese that is almost liquid 
in nature and particularly popular in Haute-Saône, 
is obtained from ‘‘metton’’, raw milk that has been 

curdled, skimmed and heated. It is best enjoyed 
cold or warm with the addition of some garlic or 
white wine,

- Two cheeses made from raw or pasteurised milk, 
with soft flesh and a washed rind, with intense 
flavours and recognisable by their orange colouring: 
Munster, produced in the Territoire de Belfort and 
part of the Haute-Saône, and Epoisses, matured 
with Marc de Bourgogne, produced in Côte-d’Or and 
sold in a box similar to that of Mont d’Or,

- Cîteaux, a pressed and uncooked cheese, 
compared to Reblochon and Pierre-qui-Vire, with 
soft flesh and a washed rind, is a farm cheese 
produced in the abbeys as are…

- The goat cheeses and semi-hard goat cheeses 
of the Mâconnais and the Charolais-Brionnais, 
cylindrical in shape, sold at every stage of 
maturation, from fresh to hard.

To these traditional varieties it is possible to add 
more recent creations, like La Vache-Qui-Rit, 
whose headquarters and visitor centre can be 
found in Lons-le-Saunier.

CHEESES

THE MENU OF BURGUNDY-FRANCHE-COMTÉ30 THE MENU OF BURGUNDY-FRANCHE-COMTÉ 31

‘‘Pavé de santé’’ cut into slices, ‘‘nonnettes’’ filled 
with jam, ‘‘glacés minces’’ or large snails, sabot clogs, 
bells and crowns for the festive season…Gingerbread, 
in Dijon, is a whole world in itself that is enjoyed every 
day as well as on ‘‘big occasions’’ – and which is 
employed in any number of culinary creations.

It is a solid tradition that is said to have its origins in 
medieval times and has been in evidence since the 
XVIII Century in the city that witnessed the birth of 
Bossuet. Older still, the unique (although it is created 
in different flavours) ‘‘Bien Bon Bonbons’’ that are 
Anis de Flavigny sweets have been produced in the 
medieval village of the same name since 1591…one 
of the oldest food specialities in France!

It was in 1902, in Nevers, that a confectionary was 
created known as ‘‘négus’’ in honour of the Head of 
State of Ethiopia who made an official visit to the 
town.

These sweet honey treats are joined by a range of 
red fruits: cherries from Irancy (89) or Fougerolles 
(70) where an Eco-museum has been dedicated to 
them and the multitude of products they are used in, 
blackcurrants

– whose crème is indispensable when making a 
true Kir® – as well as gooseberries, raspberries, 
strawberries and the flavoursome vineyard peaches.

SWEET TREATS
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Heritage: 
a very present past.

Burgundy-Franche-Comté is a real ‘‘two-for-one’’ destination: every 
journey here is also a trip back in time.

Eight sites, jewels of Burgundy-Franche-Comté, are now listed as 
World Heritage by UNESCO, making this region the joint leader in 
France alongside Occitanie.

Here the past is present throughout and forms part of everyday life, 
in town and in the countryside. Beautiful stone or wood-panelled 
façades, bell towers that dot the villages, farmhouses of infinite 
variety, châteaux and manor houses, forges and mills located along 
waterways, canals and their locks…even the landscapes themselves, 
in particular in the wine regions with their jigsaw puzzles of ‘‘Climats’’ 
that carry the DNA of an entire region.

So let’s hit the road for a tour of the region’s treasures – bearing in 
mind that this is just the tip of the iceberg…

http://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com
https://heritage.bourgognefranchecomte.com
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With nine sites that make up eight listed assets, 
our region boasts the greatest number of World 
Heritage sites alongside Occitanie:

- The Prehistoric Pile Dwellings around the lakes 
of Chalain and Clairvaux in the Jura have provided 
the richest known evidence of three thousand 
years of Neolithic life.

- During the Middle Ages, major spiritual, 
intellectual and artistic hotbeds flourished here. 
The Romanesque basilica and hill at Vézelay 
bear witness to the importance of the great 
pilgrimages, as does La Charité-sur-Loire, a 
major stopping point along the Ways of Santiago 
de Compostela. The Abbey of Fontenay illustrates 
the new spirituality of the Cistercians.

- Monks and Lords, wine producers and traders 
created the system of viticulture in the terroir 
throughout the centuries that is brought to life by 
the Climats of the Burgundy Wine Region, whilst 
the exploitation of underground salt deposits 

in the Jura gave rise to the Great Salt Works 
of Salins-les-Bains and then to the Royal Salt 
Works of Arc-et-Senans.

- Besançon, robustly fortified by Vauban, sits at 
the top of the list of the great engineer’s works 
that are honoured by UNESCO, whilst the chapel 
of Notre-Dame du Haut in Ronchamp enjoys an 
eminent place among the works of Le Corbusier 
and in the canon of contemporary sacred 
architecture.

Archaeology or Romanesque art, salt mining or 
the cultivation of vineyards, meeting points for 
pilgrims or venues of monastic solitude, powerful 
military fortresses or sleek contemporary 
buildings: every site and every edifice embodies 
a universal value in a truly exceptional manner, 
speaking to visitors from wherever they may hail.

UNESCO: UNIVERSAL AND EXCEPTIONAL 
BURGUNDY-FRANCHE-COMTÉ
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* estimated visitor numbers

The ten most visited cultural sites of 
Burgundy-Franche-Comté welcomed nearly 
3.4 million visitors in 2017. 

THE TOP 10 OF BURGUNDY-FRANCHE-COMTÉ
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 VISITORS IN 2017

  1 I The Basilica of Sainte Marie-Madeleine in Vézelay (89)             ..................................  1 052 659

  2 I The Hôtel-Dieu in Beaune (21)  ......................................................................................  436 825

  3 I The Basilica of Sacré-Coeur in Paray-le-Monial (71)  ...................................................  425 000*

  4 I The medieval construction site of Guédelon (89)  .........................................................  316 086

  5 I The Citadel of Besançon (25)            .............................................................................   281 288

  6 I The Espace Bernadette Soubirous in Nevers (58)  ........................................................  200 000

  7 I The abbey of Saint-Philibert in Tournus (71) .................................................................  200 000

  8 I The Grand-Site of Solutré-Pouilly (71)  .........................................................................  200 000*

  9 I The Museum of Fine-Arts in Dijon (21)  .........................................................................  154 164

10 I The Royal Salt Works of Arc-et-Senans (25)            .......................................................  127 587
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Archaeologists have their work cut out here 
in Burgundy-Franche-Comté, whatever their 
favourite era might be. Even the animals – and 
what animals they were! – have left behind traces 
that are accessible to visitors, well before human 
beings set up home in a region that they would 
often traverse and visit. Later on, prehistoric 
man would also arrive to leave some exceptional 
evidence of their passing. Judge for yourself:

- Traces of dinosaurs that are among the most 
significant ever found, and certainly the only ones 
on Earth to be gathered at a single visitor centre 
whilst still being preserved, in Loulle in the Jura,

- The Osselle Grotto near to Besançon, a favourite 
haunt of prehistoric cave bears and the second 
oldest touristic cavern, visited since 1504!

- The Roche de Solutré, a hunting ground 
that boasts 100,000 horse skeletons, and its 
fascinating Museum of Prehistory. 

- Arcy-sur-Cure where the Grande Grotte houses 
the oldest (28,000 years old) original cave 
paintings that are accessible to visitors.

Closer to our own time, the eventual conquest of 
Gaul was played out here between Bibracte, the 
capital of the Aedui people of Gaul, and Alésia, the 
site of the decisive battle in 52B.C. A fascinating 
museum focusing on the Celtic civilisation and an 
interpretation centre offering a great many events 
bring this era to life. A circuit in the footsteps of 
the Gauls and the Romans also includes the town 
of Autun, its monuments from Antiquity and its 
museum, as well as Châtillon-sur-Seine and the 
treasure of Vix, evidence of the lofty position held 
by a Celtic princess around 500B.C.

TRACES OF A DISTANT PAST
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When you think of ‘‘France’’, you think of ‘‘Paris’’. 
When you think of ‘‘Burgundy-Franche-Comté’’, you 
think of…a whole host of towns, each more lovely 
than the last.

Large or of average size, all brimming with life, they 
each possess a rich heritage that confers upon 
them a certain individuality:

- Dijon, regional capital, which was also the capital 
of the Dukes of Burgundy,

- Besançon, the ‘‘ville du temps’’ boats an intense 
cultural life that is watched over by Vauban’s citadel,

- Belfort, fortified square par excellence, is proud of 
its history of resistance, as well as its contemporary 
art and Eurockéennes festival,

- Chalon-sur-Saône, the cradle of photography, 
really comes to life every summer thanks to its 
street performers,

- Auxerre, displaying one of the most beautiful 
cityscapes in France, is home to some exceptional 
Carolingian crypts at Saint-Germain Abbey, which 
boasts the oldest frescoes in France,

- Nevers, the home of pottery and St Bernadette 
Soubirous, the young visionary of Lourdes,

- Sens where the very first Gothic cathedral 
overlooks one of the finest museums of the region 
housed within the exceptional synodal palace,

- Montbéliard, a unique alliance of German 
Lutheranism and French art de vivre,

- Dole, the former Comtois capital punctuated by 
beautiful XVI Century buildings, is the birthplace of 
Pasteur,

- Autun, a Roman and Romanesque town with 
monuments from Antiquity that are among the 
best-preserved in all France, boasts a cathedral 
with exceptional sculpted decor.

Shopping or exhibitions, a tasting or a concert, a 
carnival or Christmas illuminations…each town is 
worth a second look!

REMARKABLE TOWNS

In amongst the main towns and cities of the region 
more modest towns full of charm number in their 
dozens. For the most part bearing the ‘‘Towns of 
Character of Burgundy-Franche-Comté’’ label and/
or the ‘‘Most Beautiful ‘‘Villages in France’’ award, 
they are particularly emblematic. Overlooked by 
vestiges of a fortified château or the belfry of an 
ancient monastery, with rows of secular façades 
of timeless buildings, they are home to some 
unexpected treasures:

- Arbois, wine producing town of the Jura where 
Pasteur lived and worked,

- Baume-les-Messieurs*, monastic town in the 
Jura wine region with an ancient Imperial abbey,

- Brancion, straight out of the past with its château, 
market halls and Romanesque church with mural 
paintings,

- Château-Chalon*, the cradle of vin jaune sits on 
its rocky outcrop overlooking the vineyards planted 
with the Savagnin grape,

- Châteauneuf-en-Auxois*, seigneurial fortress 
that passed to the hands of the Dukes, overlooking 
the Auxois plain,

- Flavigny-sur-Ozerain* charming hilltop village 
of the Auxois where, since 1591, the tradition of 
the Anis, those wonderful bonbons, has been kept 
alive,

- Luxeuil-les-Bains, a spa and monastic town for 
fifteen centuries,

- Noyers-sur-Serein*, the perfect image of the 
little medieval market town encircled by a loop of 
the River Serein,

- Orgelet, whose historic heart remains intact, 
boasts the oldest organ in Franche-Comté,

- Ornans, the Little Venice of Comté, is the home of 
Courbet who has a beautiful museum devoted to 
him on the banks of the Loue,

- Scey-sur-Saône and its many houses with 
turrets boasts an underground section of the Canal 
de Saint-Albin,

- Semur-en-Auxois, a proud medieval fortress set 
in a loop of the River Armançon, is overlooked by 
its Gothic collegiate church,

- Semur-en-Brionnais* whose fortified château, 
salt store and two Romanesque churches provide 
evidence of the town’s former significance.

* Classified among the ‘‘Most Beautiful Villages in 
France’’

LITTLE EMBLEMATIC TOWNS
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From the very first monasteries to contemporary 
architecture, the region boasts a constellation of 
religious buildings in every style:

- Saint-Claude and Luxeuil, monastic centres born 
during the Merovingian era,

- The Carolingian crypts of Saint-Germain in 
Auxerre, home to the oldest frescoes in France, and 
the centuries-old crypt of Saint-Bénigne in Dijon,

- The centuries-old abbey church of Tournus, a 
masterpiece of early Romanesque art, as well as 
the churches of Chapaize, Sennecey-le-Grand and 
Perrecy-les-Forges,

- Cluny, where the vestiges of the most influential 
abbey of the Middle Ages can be explored with 
a tablet in hand, and the Chapelle des Moines in 
Berzé-la-Ville, its annexe.

- Pilgrims’ churches that are brimming with 
Romanesque sculptures in Autun, Vézelay, Saulieu, 
Anzy-le-Duc,

- Fontenay Abbey, the oldest Cistercian church still 
in existence,

- The first of the great Gothic cathedrals in Sens, but 
also those at ’Auxerre, Nevers, Besançon,

- Baume-les-Messieurs, ancient Imperial abbey 
amidst the vineyards of the Jura,

- Montbenoît in the Haut Doubs, a rare example of a 
completely preserved canons’ monastery,

- The Hôtel-Dieu in Beaune and so many other 
historic hospitals and apothecaries,

- The temple of Saint-Martin in Montbéliard, 
the very first protestant building in France, and its 
extraordinary altarpiece,

- The chapel and hill of Notre-Dame du Haut in 
Ronchamp, masterpiece by Le Corbusier.

In addition, there is an incredible variety of rural 
churches and chapels that are connected by two 
themed itineraries, the Roman Trails in Saône-
et-Loire and the network of painted churches of 
Puisaye in the Yonne.

A RELIGIOUS HERITAGE 
OF EXCEPTIONAL RICHNESS
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To walk beyond your own limits: whether you are 
a pilgrim or a simple rambler, there are numerous 
trails throughout our region where you will be able 
walk in the footsteps of the pilgrims of times past.

One of the departure points for Santiago de 
Compostela was Vézelay, La Charité-sur-Loire 
being the major crossing point of the river. The 
Via Francigena from Canterbury to Rome, which 
crossed the Jura over the Jougne Hill, is nowadays 
a ‘‘Great European Cultural Itinerary’’. Other 
walking trails, in the Auxois and the Morvan or in 
the foothills of the Vosges, have been specially 
designed to follow the tracks of the monks or to 
connect centres of spirituality.

Every year, pilgrims flood the region: in Paray-
le-Monial, during sessions by the Community of 
Emmanuel, or in the footsteps of Saint Marguerite-
Marie Alacoque, founder of the Sacred Heart 
Order in France.

Or in Nevers, resting place of  Saint Bernadette 
Soubirous, the young visionary of Lourdes, not 
forgetting the hill of Notre-Dame du Haut in 
Ronchamp (70), Vézelay or Taizé.

This land of encounters that welcomed all faiths 
still maintains many exceptional examples of this:

- Cîteaux Abbey, the cradle of the Cistercian order 
near to Dijon, and the abbey of Acey (39),

- The Benedictine Abbey of La Pierre-Qui-Vire at 
Saint-Léger-Vauban (89) in the Morvan,

- The ecumenical community of Taizé (71),

- A Serbian orthodox monastery at Uchon (71) and 
a Coptic church at Ronchères in Puisaye (89),

- A synagogue reputed for its stained glass in 
Dijon,

- The largest Tibetan Buddhist temple in Europe, at 
La Boulaye in the southern foothills of the Morvan,

- An ecumenical chapel at the Château de Chailly-
sur-Armançon: the dome of the cosmos (21).

PILGRIM TRAILS AND CENTRES 
OF WORHSIP OF ALL FAITHS
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It is here in Burgundy-Franche-Comté that you can 
find the medieval construction site of Guédelon, 
where a fortified château is being built (and will soon 
be completed) using the techniques employed by XIII 
Century builders.

In the region, the entire history of châteaux and 
fortifications can be evidenced in its towns and 
throughout the countryside, from the fortified towers 
of 1000A.D to the fortresses of the III Republic. Among 
the most remarkable examples are:

- Châteauneuf that overlooks the Auxois plain and 
La Rochepot with its shimmering rooftops, two 
possessions of the same family that nevertheless 
enjoyed very different destinies

- Ratilly, in Puisaye, the model for Guédelon, and Rully 
among the vineyards of the Côte Chalonnaise, two 
perfect examples of so-called ‘‘Philippian’’ châteaux

- The Citadel, ramparts and the forts of Besançon all 
designed by Vauban, as well as the other forts created 
by the great architectural engineer of Louis XIV,

- The forts of Séré de Rivières, where the latest 
technology in fortification was employed along the 
Eastern frontier following the war of 1870-1871, as 
it was at Mont Bart on the threshold of Montbéliard. 
Some of these still play a protective role to this day…
guarding impressive wheels of Comté cheese.

And the synthesis of them all, the mighty fortress of 
Joux on the Swiss border near to Pontarlier, which bears 
witness to every era through its defensive structures 
that are set in successive rings around a dungeon from 
1039. Nowadays, music and the laughter of children 
have replaced battle cries.

FROM FORTIFIED CHÂTEAUX TO FORTRESSES
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Masterpieces of painting and sculpture, the 
former ducal residences of Dijon and Beaune, 
transformed into museums, reflect two essential 
facets of the sparkling court of Burgundy. But 
in order to really see how a ducal family lived, it 
is necessary to head to Germolles near Chalon-
sur-Saône. Here, their unique pleasure palace 
allows visitors to intimately delve into a princely 
residence of around 1400.

Independent principalities under the Ancien 
Régime, the Nivernais and the Pays de Montbéliard 
have retained the châteaux of their sovereigns. One 
of them, considered to be the first of the château 
of the Loire, nowadays houses the headquarters 
of the Mayor of Nevers and an exhibition on the 
town and its river. The other, which overlooks the 
former enclave of the Württembergs, retraces the 
history of Montbéliard and displays its treasures 
at a multi-faceted museum.

Throughout the region seigneurial residences, 
often surrounded by vast parks, provide reminders 
of the great feasts of yesteryear:

- Ancy-le-Franc and Tanlay, a jewel of the 
Renaissance with exceptional mural paintings, 
and the enigmatic Maulnes, their near neighbour,

- Saint-Fargeau in Puisaye and Bussy-Rabutin 
in the Auxois, the sites where the Grande 
Mademoiselle and the caustic Roger de Rabutin, 
Count de Bussy, were respectively exiled

- Commarin in the Auxois and Cormatin near 
Cluny, with their interior decors of tapestries and 
ceilings in gold and azure,

- Bazoches in Morvan is stamped with the memory 
of Vauban.

This tradition was maintained in the XIX Century, 
at Villersexel (70) for instance, offering visits and 
guest rooms or at the exceptional Neo-Palladian 
villa of Syam in the Jura, which can be hired to 
celebrate special occasions.

PRINCELY AND SEIGNEURIAL RESIDENCES
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GREAT FIGURES AND FAMOUS AUTOGRAPHS 43

Besides the Dukes of Burgundy whose very name 
refers to this part of the world, what famous faces 
from Burgundy-Franche-Comté are well-known by 
the general public?

There are many of them, but we are often unaware of 
their origins or their attachment to our region. Here 
are a few famous examples, given in chronological 
order of their appearance on the scene:

- Saint Bernard (1090-1153), ‘‘he of Clairvaux’’ 
more specifically, Cistercian abbot and great 
orator, whose birth house can be found in Fontaine 
close to Dijon,

- Sébastien Le Prestre (1633-1707), Marshall de 
Vauban, constructor of the Citadel of Besançon, 
most notably. His château in Bazoches (58) is 
listed as a ‘‘Maisons des Illustres’’,

- Toussaint Louverture (1743-1803), a leading 
figure in the emancipation of African slaves, died 
at the Château de Joux (25) where his cell can 
now be visited,

- Nicéphore Niépce (1765-1833), born in Chalon-
sur-Saône, invented photography at his home in 
Saint-Loup-de-Varennes (71), which is also listed,

- Alphonse de Lamartine (1790-1869), poet and 
statesman born in Mâcon who lived in the Château 
de Saint-Point (71), also listed,

- Victor Hugo (1802-1885), man of letters and 
committed intellectual, whose birth house in 
Besançon is yet another ‘‘Maison des Illustres’’ site,

- Louis Pasteur (1822-1895), the great scientist 
who perfected the very first vaccine against 
rabies, boasts two ‘‘Maisons des Illustres’’ in Dole 
and in Arbois,

- Colette (1873-1954), a woman of letters who 
elevated the French language to an unprecedented 
level of perfection, whose birth house in Saint-
Sauveur-en-Puisaye (89) opened its doors in 2016 
and is labelled ‘‘Maisons des Illustres’’,

- François Mitterrand (1916-1996), former 
President of the Republic who began his political 
career in Nièvre where the Musée du Septennat 
houses the gifts that he received from visiting 
heads of State, and the museum at Clamecy that 
guards his collection of paintings,

- Antoine Griezmann (born in 1991 in Mâcon), 
international footballer and World Cup winner with 
France in 2018.

Dozens more famous CVs are available by request.  

FAMOUS FACES FROM 
BURGUNDY-FRANCHE-COMTÉ

C H A P T E R  6

Great figures 
and famous autographs

Ever since the ‘‘Celtic Princess’’ of Vix (circa 500B.C) right up to the 
sporting champions of the XXI Century, the region has given birth to 
or welcomed with open arms, has been the stage for or the home 
to famous personalities: artists, politicians, writers, great thinkers 
or inventors. Visitor sites, for the most part labelled ‘‘Maisons des 
Illustres’’, are dedicated to around twenty of these figures.

More surprisingly, there are a great many places in Paris that 
stand out because of their association with figures from Burgundy-
Franche-Comté, from the Musée de Cluny to the Pasteur Institute and 
touching on the Bon Marché and, of course, the Eiffel Tower. A look 
at these provides quite a few interesting discoveries.

And if many of the landscapes of the region appear strangely familiar 
to you, it is all thanks to the 7th Art. Since nearly the very beginnings 
of cinema (the Lumière Brothers were born in Besançon), French and 
international directors have chosen scenes from the region as the 
natural backdrop for their masterpieces.

http://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com
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Where in Paris can you admire the work of a 
Dijonnais that one of his countrymen is pointing 
to with the tip of his sword? Answer: at the Arc de 
Triomphe where La Marseillaise, by François Rude, 
points towards the Eiffel Tower.

Imagine everything that the people Burgundy-
Franche-Comté have given to the capital of France? 
Any attempt to compile a list ends up becoming an 
itinerary ’’a la Prévert’’ (who wasn’t actually born here 
– you can’t have it all!):

- Le Panthéon, constructed by architect Soufflot, 
originally from Irancy near Auxerre,

- La Tour Jean sans Peur, last remaining vestige of 
the Parisian mansion house of the Valois Dukes of 
Burgundy,

- The two churches of Saint-Germain, ‘‘des-Prés’’ 
dedicated to the Bishop of Paris who was born in 
Autun (496-576) and ‘‘l’Auxerrois’’ that is dedicated 
to the bishop of the city that shares its name  
(† 448),

- Le Zouave at the Pont de l’Alma, a work by 
Dijonnais Georges Diébolt,

- The Hôtel de Cluny, former Parisian residence of 
the abbots of Cluny, which is home to the National 
Museum of the Middle Ages, and the Hôtel de Sens, 
former residence of the archbishops of the city, in 
which the Forney Library is housed,

- The Pasteur Institute, founded by the great 
scientist born in Dole,

- The Collège des Bernardins, a former Cistercian 
college of the historic University of Paris, currently 
the Catholic Academy of France,

- The Jardin des Plantes, conceived as a research 
centre and museum by Montbard naturalist Buffon,

- Saint Catherine Labouré, originally from the region 
of Montbard, and her chapel on the rue du Bac,

- The former Cluniac priory of Saint-Martin-
des-Champs, headquarters of the National 
Conservatoire of Arts and Crafts, which took receipt 
of the Pyréolophore in October 2018 for its museum, 
the first internal combustion engine invented by 
Nicéphore Niepce (p. 47),

- Le Bon Marché and the Hôtel Lutétia, founded 
by Marguerite Boucicaut, originally from Verjux 
(71), and her husband, who also bequeathed the 
funds required for the establishment of Boucicaut 
Hospital…as well as leaving a major tableau by 
Courbet to go on display at the Musée d’Orsay.

Not forgetting Dijonnais Hugues Aubriot, the Prevost 
of Paris who reinforced the fortifications of the city 
during the XIV Century, in particular commissioning 
the construction of the Bastille.

WHAT PARIS OWES TO THE PEOPLE 
OF BURGUNDY-FRANCHE-COMTÉ
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What is it that gives a visit to Burgundy, on 
foot or by bike along the banks of the Canal de 
Bourgogne, that feeling of déjà vu? Of course! That 
is where Miou-Miou, Gérard Depardieu and Patrick 
Dewaere appeared in scenes from the legendary 
movie Les Valseuses. And that is not the only film 
set you will find among the towns, villages and 
landscapes of the region.

Since Poil de Carotte by Julien Duvivier in 1932, 
it has provided the backdrop for many great films. 
The Three Musketeeers (1961, starring Mylène 
Demongeot and Georges Descrières) fought 
here, Angélique, Marquise des Anges (1964, 
with Michèle Mercier, Robert Hosseine and Jean 
Rochefort) fell in love in the hotspots of the north 
of the region, from the châteaux of Tanlay and 
Ancy-le-Franc to Fontenay Abbey – where Cyrano 
de Bergerac (1990, starring Gérard Depardieu) 
tragically met his death. 

The vast green spaces of the Jura witnessed many 
dramatic moments in Ligne de Démarcation 
(Claude Chabrol 1966, with Jean Seberg and 
Daniel Gelin), zany adventures in Le Bonheur est 
dans le Pré (Etienne Chatiliez, 1995, with Michel 
Serrault, Eddy Mitchell and Sabine Azéma) and the 
serenity of nature in Le Passe-Montagne (Jean-
François Stévenin, 1978, starring Jacques Villeret 
and Jean-François Balmer).

The entire region is one big film set that allows 
visitors to relive major cinematic moments in 
person: follow La Reine Margot (Isabelle Adjani) 
around the Château de Maulnes and Mon oncle 
Benjamin (Jacques Brel) from Vézelay to Clamecy, 
escape from prison in Autun with Bon Voyage (J.-
P. Rappeneau, 2003), taste Le Chocolat (2001) 
in Flavigny-sur-Ozerain with Juliette Binoche and 
Johnny Depp, solve Le Mystère de la Chambre 
Jaune (2003) alongside Bruno Podalydès in 
Lantilly, take part in the grape harvest with Gérard 
Lanvin and Alice Taglioni (Premiers Crus, 2015) or 
with Cédric Klapisch (Retour en Bourgogne).

The unforgettable Grande Vadrouille can also be 
relived all around Beaune, Meursault or Noyers-
Sur-Serein aboard a Citroen 2CV during a historic 
and bucolic jaunt.

CINEMATOGRAPHIC SWEEPS
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C H A P T E R  7

Savoirs-faire & modernity

It is possible to be fiercely proud of your ancient heritage and yet 
still firmly focused on the future. Burgundy-Franche-Comté provides 
proof of this, as much in its rich industrial heritage as through its 
creativity in a range of different fields.

Mother Nature lends us a helping hand in this regard. She has supplied 
us with seams of white gold (the salt of the Jura) and black gold 
(coal), countless minerals as well as the limestone that beautifies 
so many buildings. Vast forests and innumerable waterways have 
provided the indispensable raw materials and the power required to 
exploit all of these resources.

Among the technical heritage that is accessible to visitors to this 
day, the inventions that have quite literally transformed everyday life 
really stand out: photography was born here, automobiles, spectacles 
and clock making.

This creativity persists. Contemporary architecture and all the arts 
associated with it have given rise to major creations here, and it 
continues to do so. Public and private institutions are dedicated to 
modern and contemporary art, some of which are home to works by 
the biggest names of the XX Century and modern day creatives who 
are based there, in particular with regards to the arts of fire.

http://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com

46

What do we really know about those objects that 
make our daily lives easier, help us see more clearly, 
get around, capture wonderful memories and carry 
out countless tasks with little or no effort at all?

Any journey of discovery into this subject will certainly 
take a trip to Burgundy-Franche-Comté and will allow 
us to marvel at some exceptional success stories.

It is here, in Morez, a village in the Bienne Valley 
in the Haut Jura, that a nail maker of 1796 had the 
notion of stretching, bending and forging one of his 
nails to make a pair of spectacles. This entire history, 
from that gesture right up to the millions of frames 
produced annually at Morez, can be explored on site 
at the Musée de la Lunette.

In 1824, at his home in Saint-Loup-de-Varennes, 
Nicéphore Niépce succeeded in capturing the very 
first photographic image in history. Today, his home 
can be visited, and features the oldest photography 
studio in the world. And in the neighbouring town of 
Chalon-sur-Saône, a large museum is dedicated to 
this invention of his, from its origins to the present 
day.

It should come as no surprise then that an industrial 
adventure as famous as that of Peugeot Automobiles 
has its very own museum, gathering together all the 
vehicles this manufacturer has crafted for over a 
century, even those on two wheels. What may come 
as a surprise to many visitors, however, is the wide 
range of other products that bear the Peugeot logo: 
steel blades, coffee grinders like our grand-parents 
used and even…corsets!

INVENTIONS THAT HAVE CHANGED 
OUR DAILY LIVES
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It is in Ronchamp (70) in the foothills of the Vosges 
Saônoises, that a unique example of sacred 
architecture that is part of the work of Le Corbusier 
has been listed as World Heritage by UNESCO (p. 33); 
the chapel of Notre-Dame du Haut, erected in 1955. 
The site, where Jean Prouvé and Renzo Piano have 
also created works, could be said to be the flagship 
of contemporary architecture in the region. But there 
are so many other examples: Maurice Novarina in 
Audincourt (church of Sacré-Coeur), Paul Virilio 
and Claude Parent in Nevers (Sainte-Bernadette du 
Banlay), Pierre-Louis Faloci in Bibracte (Museum 
of Celtic Civilisation), Shigeru Ban in Dijon (Le 
Consortium) and Pouilly-en-Auxois (Halle du Toueur), 
Kengu Kuma in Besançon (Cité des Arts), Bernard 
Tschumi in Alise-Sainte-Reine (The Interpretation 
Centre of the Battle of Alésia).

Architecture in the true sense of the word is joined 
by the decorative arts. Among the great series of 
contemporary stained glass works, those at Nevers 
Cathedral total in excess of 1000m² of paintings in 
light and glass, bearing the signatures of the great 
names of abstraction. The latest creations to date are 
the stained glass windows by Christopher Wool for 
the cloister buildings of La Charité-sur-Loire in 2012.

Regarding the art of the fresco, the Chapelle de le 
Velée in Anost (71) is the leading regional example of 
the work of Dom Angelico Surchamp, the creator of 
the Zodiac editions. In Menou (58), the great exponent 
of the poster Charles Loupot has turned his hand to 
the fresco and to stained glass work. Even rarer still, 
mosaic art is flourishing thanks to the extremely 
dynamic Contemporary Mosaic Centre in Paray-le-
Monial that works, most notably, with mosaic artists 
from Ravenna.

ARCHITECTURAL CREATIONS
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From Picasso to Braque through Chagall, Giacometti 
or Hajdu, the great founders of modern painting and 
sculpture can be explored thanks to three prestigious 
collections housed in Burgundy-Franche-Comté: 
the Maurice Jardot Donation in Belfort, the Zervos 
Museum of Vézelay and the Granville Donation at 
the Museum of Fine-Arts in Dijon.

Le Consortium in Dijon is an international reference 
point, the FRAC funds of Besançon and Dijon, the 
Contemporary Art Centre at Parc Saint-Léger 
in Pougues-les-Eaux near to Nevers, Le19, the 
Regional Contemporary Art Centre in Montbéliard 
and the Gantner Multimedia Space in Bourogne 
(90) are all institutions dedicated to contemporary 
creativity, with significant collections and an intense 
programme of exhibitions and residencies for artists.

Countless private initiatives can be found across 
the region at a multitude of venues devoted to 
contemporary artistic expression. More modest in 
scale, these are often very targeted and extremely 
specialist in nature (Gorsline Musem in Bussy-le-
Grand (21), Le Dalinéum in Beaune). Particularly 
numerous in Besançon, we can find them from 
Belfort (Jacot Art School) to Marcigny (Frank Popper 
Centre and art house – sculpture garden), from Saint-
Claude (La Fraternelle) to the Puisaye (La Fabuloserie 
(outsider art), the Galerie de l’Ancienne Poste in 
Treigny (ceramics…).

CONTEMPORARY ART SPACES 
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But there’s more...

Asides from leisure activities for young and old alike, enjoyed whilst 
on holidays or during a weekend away, there are so many other 
reasons for travelling to Burgundy-Franche-Comté. Among the many 
excuses for exploring the region, three themes in particular capture 
the special appeal of our land:

- Remembrance tourism, in particular the moving history relating 
to the abolition of slavery and to the Resistance movement of the 
Second World War;

- Business travel, especially corporate seminars;

- Spa and wellbeing breaks that benefit from high-quality facilities 
and are becoming increasingly more on trend.

http://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com
https://events.bourgognefranchecomte.com
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A border region, crossed by ever-changing frontiers 
through the centuries and, during the Second World 
War, scarred by the Demarcation Line, Burgundy-
Franche-Comté has a wealth of remembrance sites 
and, in particular, fortifications.

If we set to one side the sites of Vauban, the oldest 
of these is the Fort de Joux that includes the cell in 
which Toussaint Louverture spent his final months. It 
forms part of the Abolition of Slavery Route, a network 
that continues to grow. Other highlights include the 
Maison de la Négritude et des Droits de l’Homme 
in Champagney (70) as well as the family home of 
Anne-Marie Javouhey in Chamblanc (21).

The vast forests of the Morvan and the Jura sheltered 
significant numbers of Maquis fighters. Evidence of 
this can be seen at museums to the Resistance in 
Besançon and in Saint-Brisson (58). At the martyr 
village of Dun-les-Places, a memorial and a trail 
through the village, equipped with digital facilities, are 
devoted to the victims of the massacre of June 1944, 
to which can be added an itinerary of 21 sites linked 
to the Resistance in the Morvan.

At Génelard (71), an interpretation centre has been 
set up near to the Canal du Centre where one of the 
checkpoints along the Line once stood.

REMEMBRANCE SITES

BUT THERE’S MORE...



Relying on a savoir-faire that is unique and well-
renowned, a level of facilities that meet the 
requirements of all clients perfectly and teams 
of dynamic professionals, the region is now 
established as a leading destination for business 
and corporate travel.

From Auxerre to Mâcon, from Dijon, Beaune and 
Dole to Besançon, Montbéliard and Belfort, it 
benefits from a strategic location on the Paris-
Lyon route, close to Strasbourg, Switzerland and 
Germany.

The ‘‘Bourgogne-Franche-Comté Séminaires & 
Events’’ group aims to support the business travel 
sector in the organisation of all corporate events. 
It counts on the support of 130 partners, among 
them:

- seminar venues (hotels, chateaux, original 
venues...) selected according to a strict charter of 
quality that includes around thirty essential criteria,

- reception venues that can host galas, prestigious 
dinners or product launches,

- congress centres, exhibition parks and a Zénith 
centre,

- events agencies that can advise or arrange pop-
up events,

- incoming agencies, convention bureaux, PCO - 
DMC that can handle the complete organisation of 
any corporate break,

- leisure service providers for the organisation of 
incentives and programmes for companions (hot-
air balloon flights, rallies in the vineyards, cookery 
courses…),

- technical suppliers chosen for their 
professionalism: communications agencies, 
equipment hire, caterers…

In short: a complete range of services, easy to 
access and often at very reasonable rates, all 
located in an area that sits within striking distance 
of Europe’s major business hubs.

BURGUNDY-FRANCHE-COMTÉ IS A LEADING 
BUSINESS TRAVEL DESTINATION
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In this region of great wines, water plays an 
important role too and has done for many years, 
and not simply in terms of a boat trip along the 
canals or as a source of salt. 

Luxeuil-les-Bains, Salins-les-Bains, Lons-le-
Saunier, Bourbon-Lancy and Saint-Honoré-les-
Bains are all spa towns that are renowned for the 
beneficial properties of their waters. Their Spa 
centres could be Art Deco in Luxeuil-les-Bains or 
Saint-Honoré-les-Bains, or brand new (2017) in the 
case of Salins-les-Bains. As for Santenay, within 
the vineyards of the Côte de Beaune, this town is 
committed once again to exploiting the sources 
of salt water. The range of illnesses treated varies 
from rheumatoid and cardio-vascular problems 
to infant growth issues and even phlebology, 
gynaecology or respiratory complaints.

But here in Burgundy-Franche-Comté, we also 
know how to look after those who are not unwell 
and we do this, in particular, using products that 
are characteristic of the region.

Aside from the Spas that are associated with 
thermal springs, high-end hotels have established 
their own from the Côte Saint-Jacques in Joigny 
(89) to the Hôtel le Cep in Beaune (21) and 
including the Relais Bernard Loiseau in Saulieu 
(21). Still in Beaune, the Spa Bourgogne Vignes 
& Bien-être relies on the beneficial properties of 
the grape, recognised since Antiquity and now 
scientifically proven. In Meursault, just nearby, 
La Fruitithérapie® employs natural preparations 
based on red fruits. 

And over towards the Bertranges Forest (58), 
the Groupe Charlois, a forestry company that 
specialises in the selection of holm oaks used 
in the manufacture of wine barrels, is taking 
advantage of the antioxidant, firming and anti-
wrinkle effects of a concentrate of bark, soft wood 
and oak leaves. 

SPA AND WELLBEING
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C H A P T E R  9

One region, three destinations

Burgundy-Franche-Comté has multiple facets, and all styles of 
tourism can be enjoyed here.  It should come as no surprise then 
that a number of territories across the region have become separate 
tourist destinations in their own right. That is the case with Burgundy, 
the Jura Mountains and also the Vosges Massif, which it shares with 
the Grand Est region.

In order to explore all of this in a fun and often surprising manner, 
a new facility – digital and free to use, accessible on your mobile 
phone or computer – has just been launched: the ARTIPS trail of ‘‘The 
100 Wonders of Burgundy-Franche-Comté’’.

Did you know that the series Game of Thrones was inspired in part by 
the Dikes of Burgundy? That you can find part of Franche-Comté at 
the heart of the Château of Versailles? And for all film buffs, do you 
know which Hitchcock film features a bottle of Burgundy as the key 
to solving a mystery?

The answers to all these questions can be found among the one 
hundred essential ideas for the region presented in a series of 
sixteen talks that each last only eight minutes. Rendezvous at: 

http://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com
https://bourgognefranchecomte.artips.fr
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Now there is name that says it all – one that 
stands apart from the rest. You be the judge:

Known for being elegant, epicurean, generous and 
gourmet, it also knows just how to be trendy and 
glamourous. Beneath its provincial airs it reveals a 
refined spirit, a French-style chic, an openness to 
high design. It attracts all lovers of the finer things 
in life and cultivates a certain art de vivre that has 
earned it an international reputation.

Close to Paris (less than two hours by TGV), it 
appeals to city slickers who are in vogue, outdoors 
types, foodies, wine buffs and culture vultures. 
Here, you soon find yourself in the heart of the 

vineyards, surrounded by ancient wine cellars, 
centuries-old châteaux, Romanesque churches, 
rivers and canals, Michelin star restaurants and 
charming little cocoons where you can spend the 
night.

Burgundy glories in everything that is wonderful 
about life, all those tangible and gourmet 
pleasures. Selected to represent the nation’s 
wines and gastronomy across the globe, it also 
offers landscapes and heritage that are worthy 
of its lofty reputation, brought to life by festivals, 
shows and convivial celebrations all throughout 
the year. 

It knows how to share; as do its people. Beneath 
the vaults of a wine cellar or at table, aboard 
a house boat or a barge-hotel, in the park of a 
château or at a pavement café, the pleasures of 
discovery are enhanced by every encounter with 
a Burgundian local who is proud of their produce 
and of their home.

www.burgundy-tourism.com

DESIGNED BY BURGUNDY
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We see them as reassuring, authentic, welcoming! 
To come here you have to love life, real life, one 
that is centred on real values, on the simple things 
that all too often we tend to forget.

Forged by its climate and its landscapes, the 
mountain folk here that inhabit its villages have 
maintained numerous traditions and a great 
savoir-faire that they are happy to share with open 
and curious visitors.

All across this territory you can reconnect with 
nature, you can press pause on your frenetic daily 
lives. You open up your heart. The smart traveller 
will learn how to really think. Sporty types will find 

a wonderful playground waiting for them here. 
Families also feel right at home with us.

In summer, its meadows are an intense green, 
while the changing colours of its vast forests are 
reflected in the waters of its lakes. Its waterfalls 
roar, water springs forth from everywhere. 
Adventurers who love fresh air pass one another 
along the trails, paddle across lakes or speed along 
on mountain bikes through the Regional Nature 
Park.

In winter, it offers up its sparkling expanses to 
lovers of Nordic pursuits that never expected to 
encounter such pristine spaces right here in France. 
It has been compared to Lapland, to Québec, to the 
countries of Scandinavia… Its slopes are perfect 
for sliding down and for those seeking a gentle 
initiation. Its peaks can offer some breathtaking 
views where it seems you are able to just reach out 
and touch Mont-Blanc.

This is a gentle cocoon in the very heart of beautiful 
and flourishing nature.

www.montagnes-du-jura.fr/en

THE JURA MOUNTAINS
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This is a destination for all seasons, a land that 
is sought out by responsible travellers that seek 
out a gentle form of tourism, trying to slow down 
the pace of life so that they can appreciate things 
more. Slow tourism finds a home here. The local 
people, generous and welcoming by nature, keep 
watch over all of this.

Nature can be encountered everywhere. You have 
to admit that she is well looked after. We take that 
very seriously! We have lost count of the number 
of nature reserves that stretch out across our 
lands, spearheaded by the Regional Nature Park.

Plants and wildlife have reclaimed their kingdoms. 
Sometimes, respectful travellers are lucky enough 
to cross paths with wolves, deer or chamois…

This is also the most heavily wooded region of 
France, and water is in evidence everywhere you 
go. Touring visitors, whether on foot, on horseback 
or on a bike, are invited to follow its 18,000km of 
trails, to explore its themed routes, to discover its 
towns full of character, to skirt the banks of its 
1,000 ponds and to enjoy the freshness of its 80 
lakes.

Its greatly diverse landscapes offer a surprising 
palette of colours. High stubble fields, peat bogs, 
beech-fir groves and even chalky grasslands add a 
touch of originality to this canvas. From forests to 
valleys, from gorges to mountaintops, its visitors 
can choose from a whole raft of outdoor activities 
on land and in the skies.

From the top of its hill, the chapel of Ronchamp, 
a majestic work by Le Corbusier, appears to 
watch over this great natural space that forges its 
identity and from which it draws its power.

www.massif-des-vosges.com

THE VOSGES MASSIF
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ACCESS

  RAIL LINKS

BY TGV
SNCF Timetable and access:  www.ouigo.com
• Direct from Paris-Gare de Lyon heading east (Switzerland) and stopping at 
these stations: Montbard, Dijon, Dole, Mouchard, Frasne, Besançon-Franche-
Comté and Belfort-Montbéliard. 
• Direct from Paris-Gare de Lyon heading south-west and stopping at these 
stations: Le Creusot-Montceau-Montchanin and Mâcon-Loché.
• Direct from Roissy-Charles de Gaulle airport and stopping at these stations: 
Belfort-Montbéliard, Besançon, Dijon, Le Creusot-Montceau-Montchanin, Mâcon-
Loché and Montbard.

BY TER
Timetable and access:  www.ter.sncf.com/Burgundy-franche-comte 

A network of regional trains that serve the entire region.

 ROAD LINKS
Highway:  A6 / A31 / A77 / A36 / A39 / A40 / A404 / A42. 
Lausanne-Vallorbe E23 / E25.

 AIR LINKS

• NEARBY AIRPORTS

Aéroport Bâle-Mulhouse-Fribourg
Tel. +33 (0)3 89 90 31 11 
www.euroairport.com

Aéroport de Genève-Cointrin
Tel. +0041 227 177 111 
www.gva.ch

Aéroport de Lyon Saint-Exupéry
Tel. +33 (0)4 26 00 70 07
www.lyon.aeroport.fr

Aéroports de Paris
www.parisaeroport.fr

• AIRPORTS IN BURGUNDY-FRANCHE-COMTE

Aéroport Chalon Bourgogne
Tel. +33 (0)3 85 46 14 48
www.chalon.aeroport.fr

Aéroport Dijon-Bourgogne
Tel. +33 (0)3 80 67 67 67
www.dijon.aeroport.fr

Aéroport Dole-Jura 
Tel. +33 (0)3 84 72 04 26  
www.aeroportdolejura.com

Aéroport de Nevers-Fourchambault
Tel. +33 (0)3 86 57 03 92
www.aeroportdenevers.fr

Aéroport Saint-Yan Air’e Business
Tel. +33 (0)3 85 70 96 43
www.aeroportsaintyan.fr
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Burgundy-Franche-Comté, this region blessed by the Gods, puts all your 
senses on high alert.

Taste and smell are awakened by its gastronomic specialities and 
wines. But Dijon mustard, Comté cheese, the wines of Burgundy and of 
the Jura are merely the tip of the iceberg…

Sight: this Promised Land stretches across eight departments of 
eastern France, with an infinite variety of landscapes.

A sense of time: the region is studded with towns that are each more 
lovely than the last, with villages that blend old-world charm and 
contemporary living. At every turn you encounter the great figures of 
history. You walk in the footsteps of renowned artists, famous writers 
and great sages and even blend into nature that stands like the life-sized 
set of a legendary movie.

Sound: the region comes alive with countless concerts and festivals 
for all.

Touch and balance: here you can take part in all sorts of activities, 
with family, friends or that special someone. Peaceful and relaxed or 
adrenaline fuelled, there is something to suit all tastes.

So, when will you be visiting again so that you can judge for yourself?

B U R G U N D Y - F R A N C H E - CO M T É

in brief

P R E S S  CO N TA C T S
Barbara Gris-Pichot  Tel + 33 (0)3 81 25 08 01

b.gris@bfctourisme.com
 GB  Véronique Beigenger  Tel +33 (0)3 80 28 02 98

v.beigenger@bfctourisme.com

http://en.bourgognefranchecomte.com


